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History comes to life 
at WBES museum 
event

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– Fifth grade students wel-
comed their families to a 
special “Night” at the Mu-
seum event held at West 
Brookfield Elementary 
School, where they each 
portrayed a historical figure 
of their choosing.

Each student was able to 
select a person to portray; 
researching their lives and 
accomplishments to present 
at the museum event.

As parents filed into 
the gymnasium, they were 
greeted by Neil Armstrong 
who was ready to set foot on 
the moon while decked out 
in his spacesuit. Armstrong 
was portrayed by Thomas, 
who also brought Lego cre-

Quaboag School
Committee accepts
proposed FY 26 budget

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Superin-
tendent of Schools Ste-
phen Duff presented the 
proposed fiscal year 2026 
school budget to the School 
Committee members at the 
end of last month.

He said the budget sub-
committee has been meet-
ing multiple times over the 
past few months to build 
the budget, and look at all 
expenses. 

“We’ve worked extreme-
ly hard,” Duff said at the 
March 31 School Commit-
tee meeting. “We’ve turned 
this budget inside out over 
the last three months to get 
to where we are today and 
it’s still a tall ask. It’s a big 
order.”

Duff the school district 
thrives to form partner-
ships with the communities 
it serves.

“Our school is built 
around our community and 

around our students and I 
can’t be more proud of the 
things that we do to keep 
our district moving in the 
right direction,” Duff said.

Duff said the FY 26 
budget will include efforts 
to be more energy efficient 
to save on utility costs. 

This includes the inte-
rior building envelope at 
West Brookfield Elemen-
tary School using a Green 
Communities grant and he 
has applied for the Massa-
chusetts School Building 
Authority Accelerated Re-
pair Program for doors and 
windows. He said he is not 
sure of the cost of this proj-
ect, but that the MSBA typ-
ically reimburses 70-80% of 
a project’s total.  

A $304,000 IVAQ grant 
plus $130,000 in incentives 
will address a necessary 
HVAC project in the mid-
dle/high school, which will 
regulate classroom tem-
peratures.

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Thomas wore a spacesuit to become Neil Armstrong, and displayed Lego creations that he made.

Library displays National Art 
Honor Society work

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Merriam-Gilbert 
Public Library hosted a spe-
cial opening of the National 
Art Honor Society artwork 
created by Quaboag Re-
gional Middle High School 
students. 

The opening of the dis-
play took place on April 
3 and featured the amaz-
ing artwork done by the 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School chapter of the 
National Art and Junior 
Art Honor Society. Over 
20 students of Quaboag 
ranging from grades seven 
through 12 had their work 
displayed and many fami-

ly members, teachers, and 
classmates came down to 
witness the opening of the 
exhibit. 

The goal of Quaboag’s 
National Art Honor Soci-
ety chapter is to use their 
artistic talents for the great-
er good. 

The Quaboag NAHS 
advisors are Heather Gau-

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
President of National Art Honor Society and Quaboag Regional High School senior Falon Rice is shown alongside some of 
her artwork at the Merriam-Gilbert Public Library in West Brookfield. 

American Legion hosted annual 
Easter meat raffle

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Saw-
yer-Mathieu-Kearns Amer-
ican Legion Post 41 hosted 
its annual Easter meat raffle 
this past weekend. 

In addition to winning 
six different meat meals, the 
Sawyer-Mathieu-Kearns 
American Legion Post 41 
also featured a 50/50 raffle 

as well as an Easter bas-
ket giveaway. With rain in 
the forecast for Saturday 
the meat raffle had a great 
turnout with tables full of 
guests; eight tables in total. 

Running the meat raffle 
was Glenn Waugh and he 
has been running this annu-
al Easter meat raffle for the 
last 15 years. Waugh said 
this meat raffle helps sup-
port and raises funds for 
the American Legion, an 
organization that provides 

support and resources for 
veterans and their families. 

Waugh believes the rainy 
weather convinced many lo-
cals to come visit the Amer-
ican Legion and participate 
in the meat raffle. 

“Always have a rainy 
day,” Waugh said as the 
American Legion witnessed 
a great turnout for this 
year’s Easter meat raffle. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

Glenn Waugh announced the winners of the meat raffle held at the Sawyer-Mathieu-Ke-
arns American Legion Post 41 in North Brookfield.
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New Braintree Historical Society held antique appraisal
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE – 
The New Braintree Histor-
ical Society hosted an an-
tique appraisal show at the 
end of March. 

The appraiser was re-
nowned appraiser and auc-
tioneer Kenneth Van Blar-
com from South Natick. 
Van Blarcom conducted an 
individual appraisal and 

shared some history on each 
item presented. 

The event had an ex-
cellent turnout with over 
50 people showing up and 
bringing in various items for 
Van Blarcom to review. This 
is the first antique apprais-
al show the New Braintree 
Historical Society has done 
in over 20 years. 

One of the qualities that 
Van Blarcom likes to look at 
when appraising an item is 
the history behind it and if  

it tells a story in addition to 
the item. 

“I like the history the 
antique tells,” Van Blarcom 
said. “Connection with an-
tiques by using them.”

The guests received tick-
ets at the door to go in order 
as many items were brought 
in and many of them were 
appraised based on Van 
Blarcom’s feedback. One of 
the first items was a minia-
ture salt set. 

Prior to giving retail val-

ue, Van Blarcom shared 
some helpful tips to own-
ers on how to keep items in 
good condition. Van Blar-
com valued the salt set at 
about $100 to $150. 

Farm related items were 
very popular during this an-
tique appraisal show. One 
guest brought Van Blarcom 
a vintage milk sign and he 
valued the sign at about 
$300 to $500. 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Van Blarcom tested out an old yarn winder. 

NIGHTat the MuseumMuseum
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Nobody makes it to their 175th year alone. We’ve  
been a part of this community since before cars,  
before elevators, before the Civil War. Generations  
of community members have put their trust in us, 
despite all the changes in the world, all the things 
we’ve had to weather. And, together, we’ve come out 
all the better for it. To say thank you for 175 years, 
we’re giving 175 gifts to the community this year.  
We couldn’t have made it without you.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.
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Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
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All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net
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Selectmen discuss possible tuition agreement with Quaboag
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

Editor’s Note: A full story 
of this discussion will appear 
in next week’s Quaboag Cur-
rent.

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – Board of Select-
men Chair Jason Petraitis 
brought up the possibility of 
entering into a tuition agree-
ment with the Quaboag Re-
gional Middle High School 
at this past Tuesday night’s 
meeting. 

In a recent interview with 
Petraitis, he stated that he 
initiated a Zoom meeting 
with Quaboag’s Superin-
tendent of Schools Stephen 
Duff last week, along with 
some of North Brookfield’s 
committee chairs and Town 
Accountant. 

Petraitis said there are 
still a lot of questions that 
need to be answered, to de-
termine if  this is the right 
move for the town.

“We need to talk about it 
to answer those questions,” 
Petraitis said. “My hope 
and goal was to have these 

committee chairs [School, 
Finance, Selectmen] go back 
to their respective commit-
tees and come up with these 
questions that need to be an-
swered.”

Petraitis said the town 
spent the past several years 
exploring a regionaliza-
tion agreement with the 
Quaboag Regional School 
District, which did not con-
tinue after the Quaboag Re-
gional School Committee 
voted against accepting the 
amended regionalization 
agreement in a close vote.

“It didn’t come to frui-

tion unfortunately,” Petraitis 
said. 

Petraitis said the town 
has been aware that funding 
its school district’s budget 
was going to become in-
creasingly difficult, and even 
formed a task force to look 
at ways to address this.

“We knew for over a de-
cade that the course of the 
school was unsustainable,” 
he said. “We had to figure 
out what was going on.”

Petraitis said the reports 
of the task force’s findings 
are available in the Board of 
Selectmen’s office.

He said entering into a tu-
ition agreement with a larger 
school system could provide 
financial relief to the town, 

as well as opportunities to 
support the students.

“The whole idea of a 
tuition agreement makes 
practical sense because to 
leave it the way that it is and 
just pursue an override for 
something that’s just going 
to need another override in 
a couple years, seems point-
less,” he said.

Petraitis said in order to 
move forward with a tui-
tion agreement, the School 
Committee would need to 
make the initiative. He said 
there wouldn’t be enough 
time to move forward for 
the upcoming school year 
unless everything moved 
quickly.

“We need to address all 

the questions, and we need 
to address all the money and 
weigh the costs,” he said. “At 
the end of the day we need 
to make sure the town could 
afford whichever route we 
go in.”

Petraitis said talking 
about the options is some-
thing that falls under the 
responsibility of the school 
department.

“We need to have meet-
ings and talk about them, 
and that’s the job of the 
school department,” he said. 
“In order to maintain our 
budget, they’re forcing the 
Finance Committee and 
Selectmen and other people 
in town to do their job for 
them.”

Handbags & Hand Tools Bingo Night
Chamber of 
Commerce hosts 
successful fundraiser 
event

By Abigail McCoy
Staff Writer

amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce 
hosted its inaugural Hand-
bags & Hand Tools Bingo 
Night at the AMVETS Post 
74 in Three Rivers on March 
21 drawing in a lively crowd 
for a fun and unique evening 
of bingo with a twist. 

This event was an exciting 
combination of fashion and 
practical tools, offering par-
ticipants a chance to win styl-
ish handbags or high-quality 
hand tools.

The entry fee covered 10 
rounds of bingo, access to a 
cash bar, and a snack table 
filled with fruits, vegetables, 
cheese, crackers, cookies, and 
brownies. For those seeking 
additional chances to win, 
extra game boards were 
available for purchase for $1 
each, and attendees could 
also enter raffles for smaller 
prizes.

Lena Buteau, a mem-
ber of the Chamber’s Event 
Committee, had suggested 
the idea for the event after 
seeing similar bingo nights 
in other towns. She pro-
posed combining handbags 
and hand tools to create an 
event that would appeal to a 
wide range of people, and the 

success of the night suggest-
ed that the concept struck a 
chord with the community. 

This marked the first time 
the Chamber had organized 
such an event, and the pos-
sibility of hosting similar 
events in the future is being 
considered based on the pos-
itive response.

A dedicated team of vol-
unteers, along with mem-
bers of the Chamber’s Event 
Committee, worked behind 
the scenes to ensure every-
thing ran smoothly. 

DJ Rich Lapierre, who 
also owns his own business 
“Sounds by Rich” provided 
background music through-
out the night, while Will Hu-
ber, a financial planner for 
J. Stolar Insurance Agency, 
Inc. and former DJ, served 
as the bingo caller, bringing 
an energetic vibe to the eve-

ning’s proceedings. He was 
assisted by Lapierre, who 
helped validate the winning 
bingo cards by calling out the 
winning numbers.

The event featured 10 
rounds of bingo, with vari-
ous patterns required to win 
each round. The prizes were 
split between luxury hand-
bags and useful hand tools, 
making the competition in-
tense and exciting. Winners 
were announced after each 
round, with many walking 
away with coveted prizes.

In addition to the main 
bingo prizes, attendees had 
the chance to win raffle items 
donated by local businesses. 
Among the many raffle priz-
es were a rustic farmhouse 
bird feeder with bird seed 
from the Hardwick Farmers 
Co-op, a wine-tasting expe-
rience for 10 at Hardwick 

Vineyard & Winery, and a 
pair of Maui Jim Hookipa 
Vita sunglasses valued at 
$259, donated by Quabbin 
Valley Eye Care. Other priz-
es included gift cards to local 
restaurants and attractions, 
as well as scratch-off tickets 
and VIP tickets to a Worces-
ter Red Sox game.

Looking ahead, the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce has more events 
lined up for the coming 
months. On April 11, they 
will host a Chamber Chat, 
offering members a chance 
to discuss business planning, 
insurance, and working with 
municipalities in a roundta-
ble setting. 

The Chamber will also 
hold its Choice Awards Ban-
quet on May 8, where mem-
bers and the public will have 
voted for winners in catego-

ries such as Educator of the 
Year, Community Hero, Re-
tail Establishment, and Food 
& Drink Establishment.

The success of the Hand-
bags & Hand Tools Bingo 
Night is just one example of 
how the Chamber is bring-
ing the community together 
through innovative events. 
With positive feedback and 
strong participation, it’s like-
ly that this event will become 
a regular fixture in the local 
calendar.

About QHMA
The Quaboag Hills Cham-

ber of Commerce was estab-
lished in 1978 to assist busi-
nesses in the Quaboag Hills 
Region, serving the towns 
of Belchertown, Brimfield, 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
Hardwick, Holland, Mon-
son, New Braintree, North 
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer, 

Wales, Ware, Warren, and 
West Brookfield.

Its mission is to advance 
economic growth and tour-
ism in the region, to be an 
advocate for policies that 
achieve the development 
goals of the communities, 
and to advance the interests 
of its members.

The Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce of-
fers more than just network-
ing opportunities. It helps 
the business community 
from the smallest entrepre-
neurs to the largest corpo-
rations; through trainings, 
seminars, and more.

The Quaboag Hills Cham-
ber of Commerce is located 
at 4 Springfield St., Suite 525, 
Three Rivers. For more in-
formation, visit qhma.com, 
call 413-283-2418 or email 
info@qhma.com.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY ABIGAIL MCCOY
Winner Angela Lis is shown with her new Kate Spade Dana Saffiano Tote in 
crystal blue.

Rich Lapierre of “Sounds by Rich” volunteered to DJ for 
this event.

Winner Carol Sikorski with her new Craftsman 4-tool Combo 
Kit with reciprocating saw, drill, impact driver and flashlight.

Rural Farming Forum with Anne Gobi April 14
WEST BROOKFIELD 

– Anne Gobi, Director of 
Rural Affairs, will be the 
keynote speaker at the Ru-
ral Farming Forum held on 
Monday, April 14 in The 
Grand Room on the second 
floor of the Town Hall, 2 
East Main St. from 5-7:30 

p.m.
All are welcome to come 

and speak with agencies 
and organizations working 
to support local farmers, in-
cluding the Quaboag Valley 
Food Policy Council, The 
Carrot Project, East Quab-
bin Land Trust, MDAR, 

Hardwick Farmers Co-op 
and more.

For more information, 
please contact Eric von Ble-
icken, chair of the Board 
of Selectmen by emailing 
evonbleicken@wbrook-
field.com. 
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“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Honors Civics class learns about 4th Amendment with local police

WARREN – Hardwick/
New Braintree Police Lieu-
tenant Kevine Landine re-
cently spoke to eighth grade 
students at Quaboag Region-
al Middle/High School in 
Joseph Salvadore’s Honors 
Civics class. 

The students have been 
studying Supreme Court Cas-
es that relate to the “Bill of 
Rights.” 

Landine, whose daughter, 
Abigail is in the class, was in-
vited in to speak about police 
and citizen interactions re-

garding specifically the fourth 
amendment – protection 
against unreasonable searches 
and seizures.  Landine provid-
ed examples of case studies 
and students had to answer 
whether the police action was 
proper or improper. 

Students had a chance to 
ask questions throughout a 
range of police work topics, 
from use of body cameras to 
traffic stops.

The class also got a real 
life lesson on the 4th Amend-
ment as applied to interac-

tions between the police and 
the public with Sturbridge 
Police Officer, Brad Merkel. 
Merkel’s daughter, Delaney, 
is in the class. 

Merkel provided case sce-
narios and students had to 
determine what type of ac-

tion was warranted and when 
within the law and applica-
tion of the 4th Amendment. 
Students also had a chance 
to ask a range of questions 
about police work from traf-
fic stops, body cameras, and 
legal searches.

Sturbridge Police Officer Brad Merkel spoke about the 4th Amendment to eighth grade Honors Civics students at Quaboag Regional 
Middle/High School. Shown front row from left are Arlene Roure, Teagan Bessette and Mahrya LaMonda. Shown back row from left 
are Mikhail Salcines, Sam LeClair, Zo Adams, Kaylee Jette, Annabelle Bloom, Officer Merkel, Delaney Merkel, Stella Paquette, Kennah 
Martino and Arie Robbins.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Lieutenant Kevin Landine spoke to Joseph Salvadore’s eighth grade Honors 
Civics class about the 4th Amendment. Shown front row from left are Abigail Landine, Desmond McElroy, 
Max Sturges and Johnathan Reynolds. Back row from left are Lieutenant Landine, Jayden Jablonski, Riley 
Morin, Brody  Kenney, Mason Ostrout and Joseph Salvadore.

EQLT to host Hiking 101 class and group hike April 12
HARDWICK – The East 

Quabbin Land Trust will host 
a Hiking 101 class and casual 
group hike on Saturday, April 
12 from 1-4 p.m. 

The event is tailored to 
adults and teenagers who are 
new to day hiking or who 
want to learn about practical 
considerations when out in 
nature. Hiking 101 will com-
prise an indoor discussion 
at EQLT’s office, located at 
120 Ridge Road, followed 
by a 1.5-mile hike with both 
gradual and steeper hills, at 
EQLT’s Mandell Hill Pre-
serve, which is located a short 
distance from EQLT’s office. 

EQLT Steward, Chris Ki-
raly-Thomas, a recreational 
hiker and Adirondack 46er 
(she has climbed all 46 Ad-

irondack peaks over 4,000 
feet) who has also summited 
over 60 of New England’s 
4,000+ footers, will lead the 
class and the hike. 

Participants will learn 
about: choosing where to 
hike, appropriate gear and 
supplies, how to handle basic 
emergencies, what to do when 
encountering wildlife, weath-
er preparedness, access to po-
table water and proper hydra-
tion, leave no trace principles 
and more.

Attendees are encouraged 
to dress for the weather, wear 
sturdy shoes or boots, and 
bring water.

RSVP to atrevvett@eqlt.
org by April 9 if  you would 
like to attend. 

About the East Quabbin 

Land Trust 
The East Quabbin Land 

Trust fosters a meaningful 
relationship with the nat-
ural world by conserving, 
connecting with and caring 
for the farmlands, wood-
lands and waters in the East 
Quabbin region of Massa-
chusetts. EQLT works closely 
with community members to 
foster vibrant communities 
through engagement with the 
outdoors.

The work of EQLT is fo-
cused on the communities of 
Barre, Hardwick, Hubbard-
ston, New Braintree, North 
Brookfield, Oakham, Peter-
sham, Ware and West Brook-
field. EQLT began in 1994 
motivated by concern for the 
loss of farmland and wildlife 

habitat to unplanned sprawl. 
By working cooperatively 

with property owners, gov-
ernment agencies, conserva-
tion groups and other land 
trusts, EQLT has perma-
nently protected 7,000 acres 
of land. EQLT worked with 
members of the Petersham 
community to purchase and 
lease The Country Store, re-
vitalizing the heart of the 
town. 

Over the past two decades, 
the East Quabbin Land 
Trust has also purchased and 
opened 6.5 miles of former 
railroad corridor as part of 
the Mass Central Rail Trail 
in Hardwick, New Brain-
tree and Ware, with another 
1.5-miles of rail trail slated 
for construction in 2025-26.  

NEW BRAINTREE – 
On Sunday, April 13 at 2 
p.m. in the New Braintree 
Town Hall, 20 Memorial 
Drive, the Friends of the 
New Braintree Library are 
hosting the Pumpernickel 
Puppets’ show “Peter Rab-
bit”.  

Pumpernickel Puppets 
are presented with a cast of 
colorful puppet characters, 
audience participation, live 
voices and sound effects 
and fast paced scripts that 
not only entertain, but stim-
ulate children’s imagination 
and creativity. A demon-

stration period follows the 
performance giving the au-
dience sound insight into 
what happens behind the 
scenes.  

The performance will 
last approximately 30 to 40 
minutes and are appropri-
ate for children ages 3 and 

up. 
This program is free and 

open to the public. 
This program is fund-

ed by the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultur-
al Council, a state agency.  

Pumpernickel Puppets present ‘Peter Rabbit’ on April 13

Tri-Parish Community Church 
lists Easter services

HARDWICK – Tri-Par-
ish Community Church 
will hold its Easter Sunrise 
Service on Sunday, April 
20 at 5:45 a.m. at the East 
Quabbin Land Trust office, 
120 Ridge Road.

All are welcome to at-
tend. The Easter Sunrise 
Service will be led by Dea-
con Virginia Rich.

The Tri Parish Commu-
nity Church will also hold 
an Easter worship service 
to be led by Pastor Nathan 
Pederson on Sunday, April 
20 at 10 a.m. at the New 
Braintree Congregational 
Church, 3 Oakham Road, 
New Braintree. The church 
is handicapped accessible 
and all are welcome

STURBRIDGE – The 
annual Ecumenical Easter 
sunrise service will be held 
at Old Sturbridge Village 
on April 20 starting at 6 
a.m. 

According to The Fed-
erated Church of Stur-
bridge and Fiskdale’s 
pastor, the Rev. David 
W. Cote, seven local faith 
communities will join to-
gether at the original Bap-
tist Meetinghouse that is 
now located at the end of 
the Common at Old Stur-
bridge Village.

Participating in this 
year’s sunrise service, 
in addition to Cote, are 
The Rev. Dan Purtell 
(Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Sturbridge and 
Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Southbridge), 
Father Luc Martel, A.A. 
(St. Anne/St. Patrick Par-
ish, Fiskdale), The Rev. 
Brian Oxman (Brook-
field Congregational 
Church, Brookfield), The 
Rev. Kathryn Light (Elm 
Street Congregational 
Church, Southbridge), 

and Ms. Christine Mc-
Tigue (St. Joseph Church, 
Charlton).

“Together, we will 
welcome the dawn with 
prayer, song, and messag-
es of hope and renewal as 
the sun rises,” said Cote. 
“The service is open to all 
and will offer a peaceful, 
reflective start to Easter 
Sunday.”

Those who wish to at-
tend are advised to enter 
the Village and make their 
way to the Meetinghouse 
by way of the security gate 
at the top of the parking 
lot, and dress appropriate-
ly for the weather. Please 
note that food and drink 
are not permitted, except 
for bottled water. 

The Village will not be 
open for touring during 
this event and restrooms 
will not be available. At-
tendees are requested to 
leave the Village directly 
following the service.

Easter morning ser-
vices will follow the sun-
rise service at each of the 
respective churches.

Ecumenical Easter sunrise
service at Old Sturbridge Village

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD – The Theatre Guild 
of North Brookfield will 
be presenting a production 
of “Cabaret” at the end of 
April. 

The story follows a Berlin 
nightclub, as the 1920s end, 
a garish Master of Ceremo-
nies welcomes the audience 
and assures them they will 
forget all their troubles at the 
Cabaret. With the emcee’s 

bawdy songs as wry com-
mentary, “Cabaret” explores 
the dark, heady and tumul-
tuous life of Berlin’s natives 
and expatriates as Germany 
slowly yields to the emerging 
Third Reich.

The guild will perform a 
total of five shows over the 
course of three days and the 
show will be in the audito-
rium of North Brookfield 
Elementary School. The 
Theatre Guild has put on 
amazing performances in 
the school’s auditorium and 
many of those performances 

are great musicals. 
“Cabaret” was originally 

written by Joe Masteroff and 
music was by John Kander 
with the lyrics by Fred Ebb. 
The Theatre Guild’s produc-
tion of “Cabaret” features 
the creative team of Erin He-
bert, Graham Christian, and 
Gordon King. 

Hebert is the director 
and choreographer for the 
show, Christian is the music 
director and King is the set 
designer. The cast features 
14 talented actors who are a 
part of the Theatre Guild of 

North Brookfield. 
Shows will be on April 

25 at 7:30 p.m., April 26 
at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 
and April 27 at 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. Tickets can be 
purchased on the Theatre 
Guild website, theatre-
guildofnorthbrookfield.
com underneath the poster 
of “Cabaret”. 

Tickets are $20 per adult, 
$17 per child and senior. 

The shows will be in the 
North Brookfield Elementa-
ry School auditorium at 10 
New School Drive.

Theatre Guild to perform ‘Cabaret’ this month
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- opinion -

Just when you think you 
are done planning your 
garden you come across 
something else to grow.  
What did it for me was a 
trip to the Dollar Store 
where I found the seed 
packs priced at four for 
$1.25. What a deal!  

While I wouldn’t spend 
$3.99 for a package of egg-
plant seeds, I could shell 
out approximately 32 cents, 
and if  I end up with a half  
dozen fruit it would be 
worth the investment.  

We grow eggplant at 
Old Sturbridge Village, but 
it is the ornamental type, 
the kind that looks seri-
ously like pure white eggs 
hanging from a fuzzy gray-
green plant! I plan to grow 
“Black Beauty,” the variety 
that holds promise of par-
mesan grinders and saucy 
pasta dishes.  

It’s been a few years 
since I have grown egg-
plant. I stopped growing it 
because I never seemed to 
pick it at the right time – ei-
ther it was too early or too 
late. 

So, why don’t we learn 
together how to grow egg-
plant successfully and har-
vest it correctly? 

Eggplant is a member 
of the Solanaceae family, 
making it cousins with to-
matoes and peppers. Like 
its relatives, eggplant seeds 
need to be started indoors, 
eight to 10 weeks prior to 
the last frost.

By sowing the seed yes-
terday, I just sneak in to 
the eight week mark. If the 
thought of growing egg-
plant excites you, don’t let 
the calendar dissuade you. 
Any head start is still a 
head start!  

The seeds like a warmer 
germination temperature, 
with some experts calling 
for 80 degrees!  When the 
seedlings show their first 
set of true leaves, trans-
plant them out of the seed 
pack and into six packs. A 
grow on temperature of 72 
degrees coupled with sup-
plemental light will pro-
duce nice, stocky seedlings. 

Another trick to stocky 
seedlings is the brush meth-
od. A couple of times a day 
run the top of your hand 

gently over the seedlings. 
Depending on how quickly 
they grow, another trans-
planting maybe necessary, 
this time into a four-inch 
pot.  

Be careful not to disturb 
the roots too much; while 
tomatoes and peppers 
don’t seem to mind trans-
planting, eggplant can be 
stunted a bit, so tackle this 
task tenderly.

About mid-May preheat 
your garden space in prepa-
ration for planting out the 
seedling. I lay down black 
plastic for peppers and will 
also use it for my eggplant 
transplants. 

After the plants have 
been hardened off for a 
week or so by gradual ex-
posure to the elements, 
it’s time to get them in the 
ground. I cut “Xs” in the 
plastic about 18” apart, 
and mix some compost into 
the soil under each X. The 
seedlings are then installed 
just slightly lower into the 
soil than where they were 
growing in the pot.  

If  you can cover them 
with a floating row cover to 
help modulate the heat and 
keep flea beetles and Colo-
rado potato beetles at bay, 
all the better.  

I read that northern gar-
deners can expect to get 
four to six fruit per plant. 
Folks with a longer grow-
ing season can sometimes 
gain 12 to 15!  

Once the fruit appear 
glossy, they can be picked, 
even before they reach their 
full size. If you wait until 
the skin is dull, the fruits 
are seedy and not at their 
prime any longer.  

I am excited to see if  my 
32 cent investment will be 
fruitful. Fingers crossed!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massa-
chusetts. For 33 years she 
has held the position of 
staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject 
line.  

Eggplant parmesan anyone? Green-winged teal

A Brimfield resident 
makes regular trips to ponds 
to look for waterfowl often 
in Warren. 

On March 19 he saw five 
Canada geese, six mallards 
(three pairs), three Ameri-
can black ducks, six green-
winged teal (three pairs) and 
one male, hooded mergan-
ser at a pond on New Reed 
Street.

The green-winged teal 
is the smallest dabbling 
duck in North America. 
The male has a cinnamon 
colored head and grayish 
body with a green crescent 
from the eye to the back of 
the head. The male has a 
vertical white strip that ex-
tends from the water line to 
its shoulder. The female is 
brown. 

Both sexes have green 
wing patches, which are vis-
ible in flight. They also have 
a yellowish stripe along the 
tail.

They have a blocky body, 
large head and short bill. 
They are between 12 and 15 
inches in length. There tail is 

high out of the water.  
Spring time is a great 

time to look for green 
winged teal. They often land 
in shallow wetlands and are 
sometimes seen foraging in 
puddles of water on agri-
cultural fields. They feed on 
shallow bodies of water on 
vegetation. They breed in 
dense vegetation along river 
deltas. 

The oldest know green-
winged teal was at least 20 
years and three months. A 
female, she was banded in 
Oklahoma in 1941 and re-
covered by a hunter in Mis-
souri in 1960.

Great blue heron
The Brimfield resident 

said in an email dated March 
19, “I visited two ponds in 
Warren yesterday and saw 
great blue herons for the sec-
ond time this spring. How-
ever this time, they were at 
the pond where great blue 
herons have had nest for a 
couple of years and an os-
prey was back. 

Both sightings were at 
the pond on South Street.” 
Other birds seen at the pond 
included one ring-billed 
gull, three rock pigeon, one 
blue jay and six red-winged 
blackbirds.               

Last year, there were 
four heron nests, however 
one nest fell down during 
the winter. There were two  
birds standing in one of the 
nests for a time before one 
of the birds flew to a nearby 
tree.

Osprey
The Brimfield resident 

said an osprey nest has been 
at this location in Warren 
since 2020 and nine young 
have successfully fledged. 
here. An adult just arrived in 
the last day or so. The bird 
flew to the nest carrying a 
branch and then moved to 
the bottom of the nest, tilt-
ed forward and then began 
scratching at the bottom of 
the nest. 

He took a picture of this 
osprey scratching. He said, 
“In a picture I took, debris 
can be seen flying over the 
edge of the nest. A behavior 
I have never seen before – in-
teresting.” 

Worm stealing blue jay
An Oakham resident 

through his kitchen window 
an American Robin extract 
a worm from the ground.  

He said, “At that mo-
ment, a blue jay landed 
scaring  off the robin and 
stealing the worm.” He 
watched the blue jay flit 
closer and closer in the 
shrubbery and swoop in 
when the next worm was 
extracted by a robin. He 
said, “I did a quick check of 
the literature - nothing like 
this observed before.   Jays, 
crows, ravens and  magpies 
(Corvidae family) are re-
nowned for their instinctual 
‘intelligence’ and thievery.”

Sandhill cranes
I have not seen the sand-

hill cranes in my field lately. 
I did hear them early in the 
morning last week when I 
put my trash bin out. My 
neighbor said she heard 
them in the morning as well.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Dear Rusty: 
Is there any way I can get 

out of paying the $185 I am 
told will be taken out of my 
Social Security for Medicare 
Part B when I turn 65? 

We pay for Medicare all 
our working lives, and now 
I have to pay a monthly pre-
mium for insurance that only 
covers 80%. 

Signed: Disheartened Se-
nior 

 
Dear Disheartened: 
For clarification, the mon-

ey you paid into Medicare 
while working during your 
lifetime was for Medicare 

Part A, inpatient hospitaliza-
tion coverage. The Medicare 
taxes paid while working en-
titled you to free Medicare 
coverage for Part A, inpa-
tient hospitalization cover-
age, but they do not entitle 
you to Medicare coverage for 
outpatient services coverage 
for doctors, medical tests, 
etc.. For that coverage from 
Medicare, you must enroll in 
Medicare Part B, for which 
there is a monthly premium 
($185 per month for 2025). 
If  you wish to have Medicare 
Part B coverage, you must 
enroll in Medicare Part B at 
age 65, unless you have other 

“creditable” healthcare cov-
erage from an employer.  

 The Medicare Part B 
premium will be automati-
cally deducted from your So-
cial Security payment when 
you enroll in Medicare and 
there is no way to avoid it if  
you wish to have Medicare 
healthcare coverage for out-
patient medical services. But, 
if  you currently have “cred-
itable” healthcare coverage 
from an employer, you can 
delay enrolling in Medicare 
Part B (thus avoiding the 
premium) until your employ-
er coverage ends. 

If you don’t enroll in 
Medicare Part B during your 
initial enrollment period at 
65 or in a Special Enrollment 
Period following the end of 
your creditable employer 
healthcare coverage, then 
you will incur a penalty for 
enrolling in Medicare Part B 
outside of the prescribed en-
rollment periods. That penal-
ty is a permanent increase in 
your Medicare Part B premi-

um. FYI, “creditable” is an 
employer group plan with at 
least 20 participants. 

We do not advise going 
without outpatient health-
care coverage, so you should 
carefully consider enrolling 
in Medicare Part B when you 
turn 65. If you are already 
collecting Social Security 
benefits, you will be auto-
matically enrolled, but you 
can opt out of Part B if  you 
wish – it’s just not advisable, 
unless you have current cred-
itable healthcare coverage 
from an employer. 

So, to recap: the Medicare 
taxes you paid while work-
ing only entitled you to free 
Medicare Part A inpatient 
hospitalization coverage. 
You must enroll in Medicare 
Part B (for which there is a 
monthly premium) to have 
Medicare healthcare cover-
age for outpatient healthcare 
services. Both Medicare Part 
A and Part B have deduct-
ibles and copayments, for 
which you may wish to con-

sider getting either a supple-
mental insurance plan or a 
Medicare Advantage plan. 
But, in either case, you must 
still have both Medicare Part 
A and Part B to obtain such 
additional healthcare cover-
age.  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Can I avoid aying the
Medicare premium? Our

advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Quaboag
Current
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EASTER HAMS

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK HAM (LEG) ..................

USDA INSP. 
$219

lb

SALE DATES: 
4/10-4/16

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PREMIUM 
CLEANED PORK 
FROM CHITTERING 5 LB BAG 

$1999

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BUTTERBALL
TURKEYS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

TURKEY BREAST ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KING FISH STEAKS
W/ HEAD OR TAIL ...................

$5999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CONCH MEAT
CLEANED 5 LB BOX..........................

$159
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE PIT HAM ...............

$369
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$499

$133
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

HADDOCK FILLETS 2 LB BAG ...... ea
$999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

BEEF 
TENDERLOIN

$1999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPERS, 

BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
BUTCHER WAGON 
DINNER HAM .........................$179

lb

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 
KAYEM OLD TIME 
SMOKED HAM .......................$199

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$1088
lb

$689
lb

CUT
FREE

AVG. 
WGT. 
12 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
3 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
14 LB

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

ations he built in the shape 
of a spaceship and astro-
naut. 

Thomas said that Arm-
strong always dreamed of 
making the journey to the 
moon, and that he also re-
ceived a number of medals 
for his achievements. 

Students shared a num-
ber of facts about the per-
son they had researched, 
with Jaxon sharing about 
Bejamin Franklin’s discov-
ery of electricity.

Addison said Pocahon-
tas was a “very inspirational 
person” for her.

“She was a communica-
tor between the Powhatan 
and the colonists,” Addi-
son said. 

Skylynn said she select-
ed Betsy Ross when she 
found out that Ross made 
the first American flag.

“To make the Ameri-
can flag, it really brought 
my mind to her,” Skylynn 
said. “She started her own 
business in Philadelphia 
and not many women were 
allowed to own their own 
business.”

Rahma said he chose to 
portray Alexander Hamil-
ton because he really liked 
the movie “Hamilton”.

“He’s done some stuff  
that really inspired me,” 
Rahma said of Hamilton. 
“He made the Federalist 
Papers and was the first 
Secretary of the Treasury.”

Arabelle selected Harri-
et Tubman as her histori-
cal figure, after one of her 
friends told her about Tub-
man and said she would be 
perfect for Arabelle to por-
tray at the event. 

“She helped with the 
Underground Railroad,” 
Arabelle said of Tubman’s 
many accomplishments.

Christopher said he 

opted to portray President 
Abraham Lincoln due to 
his role in helping to end 
slavery in the U.S.

Dominic said he decid-
ed to portray baseball leg-
end Jackie Robinson, the 
first African American ath-
lete to play Major League 
Baseball. 

“I felt like he would be 
fun to learn about, and I 
like the sport of baseball,” 
Dominic said. 

In his research, Domi-
nic learned that Robinson 
served in the U.S. Army 
prior to his baseball career. 

Nora said Helen Keller 
was a good student despite 
facing incredible challeng-
es, and even graduated cum 
laude from college.

“She got really good 
grades,” Nora said. “I just 
thought it was amazing 
she graduated college even 
though she was deaf and 
blind. She had to learn to 
communicate in different 
ways.”

NIGHT AT MUSEUM
FROM PAGE 1

Fifth grader Arabelle portrayed Har-
riet Tubman during the living history 
event.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Christopher portrayed President Abraham Lincoln. Juliana portrayed beloved children’s author Dr. Seuss. Raphael talks about the adventures of Davy Crockett.

NIGHTat the MuseumMuseum

TURLEY PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Nora portrayed Helen Keller during 
the “Night” at the Museum event 
held at West Brookfield Elementary 
School.

Kacey portrayed aviator Amelia Earhart. Dominic also portrayed Brooklyn Dodgers’ ball player Jackie Robinson. 

Rahma portrayed Alexander Hamil-
ton.Bejamin Franklin was portrayed by 

Jaxon.
Betsy Ross was portrayed by Skylynn.

The tables of meat, in-
cluding ham, came from 
Arnold’s Meats in Chicop-
ee and many guests who 
bought raffle tickets were 
excited to have a chance at 
taking some of the delicious 
meats home with them. 

This team effort raffle 

was fun for all who attend-
ed and the American Legion 
certainly appreciates their 
support. 

The American Le-
gion Post 41 is located at 
163 North Main St. For 
more about activities visit 
their Facebook page, Saw-
yer-Mathieu-Kearns Amer-
ican Legion Post 41 or call 
508-867-6008.

A total of six meat prizes were available at the American 
Legion Easter Meat Raffle in North Brookfield.

EASTER RAFFLE
FROM PAGE 1

Madison details the life of Anne Frank to her audience. Nathan portrayed the famed entertainment pioneer Walt Disney.
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- community -

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIAL!SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to 
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue. 

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 21st
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
dflynn@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Honor Your Graduate
2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

SPECIAL $55.00Regular Price 
$76.00

QUABOAG
FROM PAGE 1

“These projects help us 
drive our budgets down when 
we’re bring more efficient 
with oil,” he said. 

Duff said last year, the 
school district completed sev-
eral efficiency projects in the 
amount of $1,135,746. 

Duff said there are many 
budget drivers that are out-
side of the school district’s 
control, including the cost of 
transportation. He said this 
year they went out to bid for 
transportation and saw an 
8% increase over last year.

Special education tuition 
has increased by $286,930 
and health insurance for staff  
and retirees have also seen a 
significant increase. 

Duff said the local assess-
ment for the town of Warren 
is proposed at $4,993,715 or 
about a $600,000 increase 
over last year. Transporta-
tion costs for the town total 
$838,482.

Duff said the minimum 
local contribution for Warren 
is $3,250,310 and the above 
minimum local contribution 
is $904,923.

“The minimum local con-
tribution is what the state 
requires the town to pay,” 
Duff said. “The above mini-
mum contribution is what the 
town’s people would vote on 

in order to give the district 
additional funding beyond 
what the towns are required 
to pay.”

West Brookfield’s total 
operating assessment for FY 
26 is $5,081,964 or about a 
$440,000 increase over last 
year. Transportation costs for 
the town are $557,631.

Duff said the minimum 
local contribution for West 
Brookfield is $3,921,051 and 
the above minimum local 
contribution is $603,282.

Duff said state aid only 
increased by $34,390 for 
FY 26 and Chapter 70 by 
$77,185. He said the school 
district has also received over 
$800,000 in grant funding to 
offset a number of costs.

The total proposed FY 
26 operating expense budget 
is $22,608,334; a $1,236,682 
increase over last year’s ap-
proved budget.

“Unfortunately, the state 
has not adequately funded 
public schools,” Duff said. 
“We are at a point in this 
district where we’re going to 
continue to ask our towns to 
fill that gap between what the 
state inadequately funds, and 
what is absolutely the bare 
minimum we need to operate 
this district…and that gap ev-
ery year is getting bigger and 
bigger.”

Duff recommended the 
School Committee support 

the budget. The committee 
voted to accept the proposed 
budget.

Safety Committee update
Eric Urban, chair of the 

Safety Committee for the 
school district, said a reuni-
fication training was held 
during professional develop-
ment on March 20.

“It forced us to identify 
roles and people who would 
serve in those roles should we 
need to do a reunification set-
ting,” Urban said.

The Safety Committee is 
responsible for organizing 
monthly meetings with pub-
lic safety agencies, including 
State Police, local police and 
fire departments, along with 
school administrators. At 
the reunification training, the 
committee was also joined by 
the Lee Police Department 
and the Massachusetts Emer-
gency Management Agency.

The training was led by 
the Western Massachusetts 
School Safety Task Force, 
with State Police Trooper 
Guilbault along with Frank-
lin County Sherrif’s Depart-
ment Captain Haughey and 
School Safety Officer Carmi-
chael.

“These types of events, 
you don’t want to learn on 
the job. You want to learn 
and plan ahead of time,” Ur-
ban said. 

Accountability and safety 

are the core tenets of reunifi-
cation, Urban said. Students 
must be returned to parents 
or guardians only.

Urban described a num-
ber of incidents which could 
prompt a reunification set-
ting, including train acci-
dents, natural disasters and 
more. 

Urban reminded parents 
of students to keep their con-
tact information up to date 
with the school district, and 
keep custody, probate and re-
straining orders current also. 
Parents should always have 
their photo IDs on them.

Parents should not show 
up to the schools during a 
crisis, but should follow the 
directions given through an-
nouncements.

Urban said the committee 
will continue with meetings, 
trainings and working with 
public safety agencies.

Superintendent’s report
Duff said he presented the 

proposed school budget to 
the Warren Board of Select-
men and he said it went well. 

“They were amicable to 
where we were at,” Duff said.

He will then be present-
ing the budget to the West 
Brookfield Advisory Board.

Duff said a statement of 
interest was submitted to the 
MSBA for doors and win-
dows at West Brookfield Ele-
mentary School. He said the 

school was accepted for the 
project in 2017, but the time-
line was increased from a 25-
year replacement to 30-year.

Duff said the design plans 
for the original replacement 
project were also submitted 
with the statement of inter-
est.

Duff said interviews were 
held with candidates for 
the position of principal at 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School. 

Student representatives 
report

Seniors Nora Penning-
ton-Russell and Katelynn 
Swistak gave an update about 
ongoing events and fundrais-
ers in the middle/high school.

Pennington-Russell said 
the senior class’s Krispy 
Kreme donut fundraiser was 
a “huge success.” She said 
they are finalizing the design 
for prom tickets which should 
go on sale soon. 

Pennington-Russell said 
the 12th grade is also planning 
a cornhole tournament for 
the end of the school year. 

Swistak said the 11th grade 
class will have their junior 
prom on May 17 at Hardwick 
Crossing. The theme for the 
prom is “The Great Gatsby”.

The 10th grade class raised 
$3,000 with a St. Patrick’s 
Day raffle fundraiser. The 
ninth grade class held a Val-
entine’s Day “blind date” 

with a book fundraiser.
An Education Paloo-

za was held for students in 
grades eight through 11 to 
learn about available courses 
for the next school year.

“To see what they might 
be interested in,” Penning-
ton-Russell said.

Swistak said the Quaboag 
Performing Arts performed 
“Clue” with an “A” and “B” 
cast. She congratulated all 
involved with the production.

There will be a town-wide 
Earth Day cleanup on Satur-
day, April 12 from 9 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. with a rain date of April 
13. This event is a good com-
munity service opportunity 
for students to participate in. 

The Quaboag Regional 
Wind Ensemble will be joined 
by Auburn High School Con-
cert Band for a concert to 
raise money for the Casey J. 
Handfield Memorial Schol-
arship on April 16 at 6:30 
p.m.

The Fire and EMS pro-
grams at the high school had 
the opportunity to tour the 
LifeFlight helicopter and 
speak to flight medics during 
a recent training on the foot-
ball field. The Quaboag Art 
students have an exhibit on 
display at the Merriam-Gil-
bert Public Library in West 
Brookfield during the months 
of April and May.

Student Lizzy Tetlow won 
the cover design contest for 
the yearbook. 
MASC Hyannis conference 

The Student Council at-
tended the annual conference 
Massachusetts Association 
of Student Councils in Hyan-
nis and won the Silver Coun-
cil Award for a binder that 
detailed the accomplishments 
of the council.

“This is our first time win-
ning something in 10 years,” 
Student Council Vice-Presi-
dent Josh said. “We are pretty 
proud of ourselves.”

Josh said this is a trip the 
council makes each year, 
joining other councils from 
across the commonwealth 
to participate in activities 
and share ideas. The Student 
Council also attended a for-
mal dinner at the conference

He said the Polar Plunge 
is an event that raises mon-
ey for the Special Olympics, 
and this year the council 
participated at an event 
while in Hyannis. The Stu-
dent Council raised about 
$2,000.

Josh said the keynote 
speakers at the conference 
were Mike Smith and Cara 
Filler, who both spoke to em-
power youth. He said Filler 
was his favorite speaker, and 
her talk centered around the 
power of choice in everyday 
decisions.

cher and Nicole Giguere, 
who attended the opening 
of the display alongside 
their students. The students 
of Quaboag NAHS and 
NJAHS had their work dis-
played last year at the Mer-
riam-Gilbert Library and 
were excited to be back and 
have their work displayed 
again. 

This year, in addition to 
the art, the NAHS art ex-
hibit featured bookmarks. 
The artwork done by many 
Quaboag students was 
printed on copies of book-
marks and many guests got 
to take some bookmarks 
home with them. The book-
marks also featured the 
name of the student behind 
the art. 

The exhibit featured 
multiple mediums with Eu-
ropean-inspired watercolor 
landscapes, detailed pencil 
drawings, acrylic interpre-
tations, digital photography 
and much more. 

President of Quabo-
ag’s National Art Honor 
Society Falon Rice was at 
the library alongside fel-

low classmates and artists. 
Rice’s chosen mediums in-
clude watercolor and acrylic 
paint markers which is her 
most recent artwork made 
in AP art with teacher Ni-
cole Giguere. 

Rice said the theme be-
hind the art is different plac-
es around the world. Rice 
chose the form of stained 
glass. 

Rice as president of 
NAHS views the society as 
“an artistic community and 

is helping the community 
around us.” 

The National Art Honor 
Society participates in many 
community outreach events 
including the painting of 
the library book drop by 
the Warren Public Library 
and will soon be participat-
ing in an art auction during 
the Casey Handfield Bene-
fit Concert at Quaboag on 
April 16 at 6:30 p.m. Pro-
ceeds from the auction will 
go to the Casey J. Handfield 

Memorial Scholarship. 
Rice plans to continue 

working in art and will soon 
be graduating from Quabo-
ag Regional Middle High 
School. Rice will be attend-
ing the University of Maine 
in Orono, Maine this com-
ing fall. 

Vice-President of the 
NAHS is Isabelle Aberle, 
who had several of her own 
art pieces displayed as well. 
At the start of the opening, 
many students got to check 
out their own artwork dis-
played in the exhibit and 
loved seeing their work 
printed on bookmarks. 

Another popular medi-
um in the exhibit was digital 
photography. 

Norah Schwenker is a 
senior at Quaboag and her 
main medium was digital 
photography. Schwenker 
had several of her own pho-
tographs displayed in the li-
brary and are mostly close-
ups of flowers. 

The students’ art will be 
displayed in the library, lo-
cated at 3 West Main St., 
until the middle of May. 

Art will also be displayed 
at QRMHS during their art 

fair on May 21 from 6-8 p.m. 
The students have devoted a 
lot of their time to not only 
to create their art, but also 

to service and make a deep 
commitment to arts advo-
cacy in both their schools 
and their communities. 

ART WORK FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO
These outstanding art pieces were created by senior Nora Pennington-Russell. 

The dog painting was created by Delaney Merkel and the flower painting was 
created by Isabella Santos.

A purple dragon was crafted by Olive Moulton. 
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Quaboag falls to Quabbin in opener
 BARRE – Last week, it was a tough start 

to the season for Quaboag baseball. The Cou-
gars fell 14-1 against Quabbin, followed by a 
15-4 loss against David Prouty and a 10-3 loss 
against Southbridge. The Cougars look for their 
first win on Friday in a rematch at home with 
David Prouty at 3:30 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Braiden Bradley sends a pitch home.

Jack Morgan gets ready to fire down to second.

Thomas Bellizzi fires a throw home from 
right-center.

Connor Burgess fouls off a pitch.Giovanni Twomey swings and hits a grounder to the infield.

BARRE – After a big 
win in their season opener, 
Quabbin Regional baseball 
was defeated by visiting 
Oakmont last Friday af-
ternoon 5-1. The Panthers, 

which had 14 runs in their 
first matchup, could not 
get the bats going against 
Oakmont. The Panthers 
face Clinton on Friday, 
April 11 at 4 p.m.

Panthers fall in
second game of

the season

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Adam Adams collects a grounder to short.

Aiden Lapointe makes an off-balance 
throw to first. Andrew Warfield leads off first.

Sam Morgan gets an out at first.

BARRE – Last Friday afternoon, 
Quabbin softball suffered a defeat at 
home to Oakmont 13-3. The offense 
could not get much going on a breezy, 
but sunny afternoon at Quabbin Re-
gional High School. The Panthers 
beat Quaboag 9-4 to open their sea-
son and are 1-1. The Panthers are at 
Clinton at 4 p.m. on Friday, April 11.

Quabbin softball falls to Oakmont

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Kelsey Allen moves out of the way of an inside pitch.

Abby Rogowski watches the pitcher as she gets 
ready to lead off second.

Lianna Leger fouls off a pitch.

Shortstop Jordan Blanchard sends a throw to 
first.

Catcher Ju-Ju Guilderson swings and connects.

Open practice rescheduled for 
new Quabbin Valley players

The Quabbin Valley 
Over-28 Baseball League is 
looking to infuse new tal-
ent into its league 
for the 2025 season.

The league is 
looking for at least 
six more players to 
sign up to play in 
the league this year.

The open practice 
scheduled for Sunday, 
April 6 was rained out. 
Players can still register 
for the season and the next 
open practice is scheduled 
for Sunday, April 13 at 10 
a.m. at Beachgrounds Park 
in South Hadley. Follow-
ing that practice, new play-
ers will be drafted to teams 
in the league as the league 
works to fill its open roster 
spots.

Registration for the 

2025 season is now open 
and any interested players 
can go to www.quabbin-

valleybaseball.org to 
get registered, or to 
seek more informa-
tion or make inqui-
ries about the league. 
The league website 

will also be updated 
over the next month with 
information about the up-
coming season.

There are many open 
roster spots available in the 
league for the 2025 season, 
which is tentatively sched-
uled to begin on Sunday, 
April 27. The league plays 
most Sunday from late 
April through mid-August 
with playoffs following 
that. The league plays a 

See QUABBIN VALLEY    
PAGE 8
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

QUABBIN VALLEY
FROM PAGE 7

15-game schedule and typ-
ically fields six teams each 
year. Games are usually 

played at 10 a.m. with fields 
in Easthampton and South 
Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley 
league is an all-abilities 
league and all are welcome 

to join. Eligibility is players 
who are age 28 and over. 
You must be 30 to be eligible 
to pitch in the league. Your 
age for eligibility is whatever 
age you will turn in 2025. 

  On Saturday, March 
15 Quabbin Regional Mid-
dle High School students 
competed in the semi finals 
for the Massachusetts Ed-
ucational Theater Guild 
Awards. 

They presented “Abigail, 
For Now” written by Jack-
ie Martin. The play had to 
be adapted for the format 
of the competition and stu-
dents were thrilled when the 
author showed up to cheer 
them on.

On Saturday, March 1, 
23 Quabbin Regional Mid-
dle High School students 
traveled to Leominster High 
School to compete in The 
Massachusetts Educational 
Theater Guild High School 
Festival.  

Quabbin entered the 
competition with a student 
director and the play “Ab-
igail, for Now,” which is 
written by a local playwright 
from Massachusetts. Quab-
bin was one of four schools 
at Leominster to move on to 
the semi-final round and to 
perform in Framingham on 
Saturday, March 15 at 1:30 
p.m.

At the competition sev-
eral Quabbin students were 
recognized with individual 
awards. Senior Isabel Covi-
ello won an all-star award 

for directing. Isabel was the 
only student director for a 
winning show at the com-
petition held in Leomin-
ster. Aidan Mahoney and 
Winter Boyea won all-star 
awards for acting.  As you 
are aware, it takes a team to 
make a production come to 
life and the team of Quab-
bin students was outstand-
ing. Many other schools 
acknowledged our students’ 
professionalism and hard 
work. 

One of the requirements 
for the festival is that the stu-
dents have to be fully respon-
sible for sound, lights and 
sets, which were designed by 
senior Madeline Oliver. Our 
students acted, both onstage 
and off, with great maturity, 
efficiency and focus. 

Quabbin has entered the 
Massachusetts Educational 
Theater Guild High School 
Festival for many years and 
traditionally has sent a “stu-
dent director” as this is an 
opportunity for our students 
to grow, learn and lead. Re-
cently, I discussed the play 
with Isabel and she shared 
that “working with many 
students who are new to the-
ater has been very inspiring. 
The students handled them-
selves with levels of maturity 
that you don’t often see from 

adults.”  
When Isabel was asked 

about why the show was 
chosen she responded, “It 
felt very relevant and like a 
lot of what some of our stu-
dents are dealing with.” The 
show is recommended for 
ages 13+ as it deals with top-
ics of suicide and self-harm 
and includes flashing lights 
and loud noises.

While watching the show 
Friday night, I personally 
felt many different emotions 
as the characters shared 
their stories, struggles and 
triumphs. The storytelling 
brought me to another time 
and place and I had truly for-
gotten that I was in the au-
dience at Quabbin Regional 
Middle High School audi-
torium.  Not only was the 
choice of the play relevant, it 
led to audience engagement 
and reflection.  Our cast and 
crew did an exceptional job. 

Their show, “Abigail, 
for Now” moved on to the 
semi-final round Saturday, 
March 15 at Framingham. 
I know the Quabbin team 
is going to leave the judges 
and the audience with much 
to think about and isn’t that 
what is supposed to happen? 
Quabbin is certain to work 
hard and pull together.

- in the classroom -
Railers take 3-2 win over
Adirondack

WORCESTER  – It can 
be really hard to project 
the outcome of a game be-
tween a team that has noth-
ing to lose and one that has 
everything to lose.

Such was the case Sat-
urday night in the match 
here between the Railers 
and the Adirondack Thun-
der. Worcester won by a 
goal, of course, 3-2. Each 
of the Railers’ last seven 
victories have been by one 
goal including a shootout 
triumph.

Adirondack is out of 
the playoff race and using 
many new faces. The Rail-
ers’ battle for the final play-
off spot in the North Divi-
sion leaves them no margin 
for error.

The math is simple even 
if  the task is not. The Rail-
ers have three games left, 
one with Adirondack Sun-
day and two at Reading 
next weekend. If they win 
them all, they make the 
playoffs with 80 points.

Saturday, the Worcester 
scorers were Justin Gill, 
Tanner Schachle and Tyler 
Kobryn. Ian Pierce and Ka-
leb Ergang had the Adiron-
dack goals. It was Pierce’s 
first professional goal.

Gill scored in the first pe-
riod, Schachle in the second 
and Kobryn in the third. At 
one point the Railers had a 

2-0 lead, then backslid in 
the second half of the sec-
ond period. Ergang scored 
with 10 seconds to go in the 
period and it was 2-2 head-
ing into the third.

Kobryn broke the tie 
with a shot from between 
the circles at 14:37.

It was his ninth goal 
in 23 games with Worces-
ter. Kobryn had two in 18 
games with Florida this 
year before being traded to 
the Railers and 16 in 145 
career ECHL games prior 
to his arrival here.

“Any time you get that 
kind of production out of 
a player who was kind of 
a ‘nothing’ trade,” coach 
Nick Tuzzolino said, “that 
definitely helps, but every-
body has to fit a role and he 
fits his role with that line.

“And when he gets 
chances he doesn’t miss.”

Gill, in contrast, has 
been a difference maker on 
offense. He is 7-13-20 in 20 
games with Worcester this 
season and plus-11. The 
Railers are 12-6-2 when Gill 
is in the lineup.

Schachle’s goal was his 
first in a Worcester uniform 
to go along with three as-
sists.

The Railers were in con-
trol of things until they 
went on a power play half-
way through the second pe-

riod. The power play was, 
in a word, inept. Momen-
tum turned in Adirondack’s 
direction and the Thunder 
dominated the rest of the 
period.

“It’s not anything they 
did, it’s something we did,” 
Tuzzolino said of the pow-
er play. “It’s self-inflicted. 
The biggest problem with 
our power play right now is 
that it’s killing momentum. 
It’s not just that we’re not 
scoring, it’s killing momen-
tum.”

Michael Bullion con-
tinued to be a momentum 
creator in net, though. He 
stopped 22 of 24 shots and 
is 7-1 in his last eight starts.

Worcester’s playoff push 
is largely a result of a recent 
great record at the DCU 
Center. The Railers did not 
play well at home during 
the early part of the season 
but are 14-3-2 in its last 19 
games here. That is good 
for a .789 winning percent-
age.

Overall, Worcester is 24-
13-3 in its last 40 games.

The victory was the Rail-
ers’ 34th of the season and 
brought them to 74 points. 
They will finish above .500 
for the first time 2018-19, 
their second season in the 
ECHL. Worcester was 32-
29-11 for 75 points that 
year.

From the desk of Colleen Mucha, Quabbin 
Regional School District Superintendent

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Shown from left are Isabel Coviello, student director and the only student director in Saturday’s competition, Madeline Ol-
iver set design and stage manager, Lisa Payne adult advisor and mentor to Isabel and Jackie Martin author. The Quabbin 
team did not make it onto the final round, however, they received such positive feedback and they left a memorable mark 
on the audience. Superintendent Colleen Mucha said, “we are so very proud of them.”

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram
Turley Publications sports depart-

ment has recently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will regularly feature 
samples of photos that you will see in our 
publications on a weekly basis. Please 

follow and share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featuring photos 
from all 11 of our sports sections, but as 
always, you can see all the photos that 
appear by subscribing to your local paper 
or picking up a copy in your community.



   The Quaboag Current • www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com  I   Friday, April 11, 2025  PAGE 9

- community -
Workshop13 offers youths a chance to ‘Spring Into Art’

WARE – Workshop13 
is offering a new youth art 
program during April va-
cation week, designed to 
keep children and tweens 
creatively engaged during 
their school break. 

“Spring Into Art” week 
runs from April 21-25 dai-
ly from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
Workshop13’s main build-
ing, located at 13 Church 
St. in downtown Ware. The 
target age group is 6-12 
years. 

Thanks to the generosity 
of the Community Foun-
dation of Western MA, this 
program is being offered at 
a discounted rate of $160 
for the entire session.

Workshop13 offers nu-
merous other creative activ-
ities for young artists. Fine 
Art for Kids has 4-week 
Saturday fine art/art his-
tory sessions for youths in 
March, April, and May. A 
new Mommy and Me Art 
Class is being offered one 
Thursday each month. A 
special one-day pottery 
workshop and demonstra-
tion with master potter 
Rick Hamlin will take place 
on April 5 at Workshop13’s 
ClayWorks campus (71 
Main St., Ware), giving 
young aspiring potters the 
chance to make their own 
ceramic dragon. 

The summer is packed 
with youth programs, in-
cluding Art in Nature (also 
discounted thanks to the 
Community Foundation of 

Western MA), clay classes 
for different age groups, 
and Art Passport: Desti-
nation Stations. Thanks to 
the generosity of the Ware 
Cultural Council, all Art 
Passport sessions are being 
offered free of charge. 

Workshop13 has slid-
ing scale pricing and sib-
ling discounts available 
to ensure that these and 
other youth programs are 
accessible to all. Work-
shop13 also participates in 
CardToCulture for EBT 
cardholders. Email reming-
ton@workshop13.org to 
request financial assistance. 

Visit workshop13.org to 
learn more about upcom-
ing classes and workshops 
and to register.

About Workshop13
Workshop13 Cultural 

Arts and Learning Center 
is a rural non-profit arts 
innovator located in Ware 
and devoted to increas-
ing the appreciation and 

accessibility of the arts, 
strengthening the creative 
life of the community 
through instruction, col-
laborations, and arts-based 
initiatives.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Students will experience a variety of creative mediums at Workshop13’s “Spring Into Art” week April 21-25. This pho-
tos shows some paper quilling made by students of a past workshop.

These prints were created by students at one of Workshop13’s art classes. 

One item brought to the 
event that Van Blarcom likes 
to review are antique chairs. 
The chairs dated back to the 
1820s and according to Van 
Blarcom, the chips on parts 
of the chairs tell a story 
about their use throughout 
history. 

“The marks, it tells a sto-
ry,” Van Blarcom said. 

According to the expert 
appraiser, antique chairs are 
worth more if  they come as 
a set. For example, as a set 
of four or a table set. One 
chair Van Blarcom valued 
at $75. 

Another unique antique 
was an old ledger that fea-
tured both 18th century pa-
per and 20th century paper. 
There was one note that 
once belonged to a British 
Officer dating around 1770. 
The notes were included 
to help tell the story of the 
ledger and Van Blarcom be-
lieves depending on authen-
ticity the ledger could be 
worth more. 

When checking for marks, 
signatures, inscriptions he 
uses a flashlight and a mag-
nifying glass. Several an-
tique weapons were brought 
in during the appraisal, in-
cluding a knife and an axe. 
The tools help Van Blarcom 
identify the period of when 
the weapons were made. 

For sports memorabilia, 
a gentleman showed Van 
Blarcom a Boston Red Sox 
poster from the time of the 
1903 World Series, high-
lighting the professional 
baseball club’s first World 
Series Championship. When 
asked by Van Blarcom how 
long the owner had it, they 
said it has been hung up in 
one of their households for 
many years and the poster 
has never been taken out of 
the frame. 

Van Blarcom suggested 
the owner take the poster 
out of the frame to confirm 
the authenticity of the post-
er if  it is from the correct 
time period. If it is real, Van 
Blarcom valued the Red Sox 
poster at around $2,500. 

Another unique item was 
a signed photograph from 
members of the Rolling 
Stones around the time they 
were in North Brookfield at 
Long View Farm. The item 
was magnificent due to hav-
ing the history and the story 
tied to it. 

The New Braintree His-
torical Society will be host-
ing an evening of discussion 
and remembrances of New 
Braintree’s “Conserve Our 
Small Town” era on Friday, 

June 20 at 6:30 p.m. The re-
membrance will be moderat-
ed by Susan Reed and for-
mer senator Stephen Brewer. 

This event highlights 
the moment when the town 
fought to prevent a prison 
being built on the current 
site of the Massachusetts 
State Police Training Cen-
ter. This fight concluded in 
1990. 

For more information 
contact the historical society 
at NBHS@newbraintree-
historicalsociety.org or visit 
newbraintreehistoricalsoci-
ety.org. 

ANTIQUES
FROM PAGE 1

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Renowned appraiser and auctioneer Kenneth Van Blarcom of South Natick was 
the appraiser during the New Braintree Historical Society’s antique appraisal 
event. 

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood
 for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins, hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small. Cell (413) 330-
3682.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.

Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING 
Highest quality, lowest price. Serving the 
Pioneer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, 
Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups.

(413) 330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. 
Call 978-257-8237. 

Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing in 
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs. 
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a full-time Chief of Police.  $75,000 
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-
fications.  Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to 
apply is 4/28/2025.  Town of Huntington is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
Library Director

The Town of Wilbraham is looking for a 
Library Director to join our team. 

For application and more info. visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.  

Application deadline 4/25/2025

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

•Heat and hot water included
•Ample Closets
•Fully Applianced
•Community Room
•Laundry Facilities
•Cats Welcome
•Extra Storage
•24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM
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- public notices -

Have you experienced 
a housing need? 
Share your story online or in person 
We want to address housing needs in our region with storytelling! If you
have a story to share about your current housing situation, challenges with
finding housing, or being unhoused, we want to hear your story.  Housing
stories will be used to build awareness about the housing challenges in the
region to bring further change. Stories will be collected through an online form
or video interview. Photos or videos will be used 
with permission, or you may ask to remain 
anonymous. Submit stories through an 

online form (scan QR code 
or go to:

https://tinyurl.com/HQHousingStory)
or a 

recorded interview. You have the
option of being anonymous for

either format.

 $50 compensation 
for those who share online or
$100 for recorded interviews

For any questions,
please contact Nisha Humayun at

nhumayun@townofware.com
or (413) 207-7698

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-

EN that the North Brookfield 
Board of Selectmen will hold 
a public hearing to consider a 
petition to locate poles, wires, 
cables, and fixtures, including 
the necessary anchors, guys, and 
other such sustaining and pro-
tecting fixtures, brought before it 

by National Grid Tuesday, May 
6, 2025 at 6:15 PM at the Police 
Department, 55 School Street, 
North Brookfield, MA  01535.

The pole location that will be 
considered is as follows:

Green Road-National Grid to 
install 1 JO pole on Green Rd be-
ginning at a point approximately 
1000 feet North of the center-
line of the intersection of Shore 
Road, National Grid to install 

new sub pole 61-84.  
Said hearing will begin at 6:15 

PM and continue until comple-
tion, and will be conducted pur-
suant to the provisions of Massa-
chusetts General Laws, Chapter 
166.

Jason M Petraitis, Chairman
E. Brooke Canada

04/11, 04/18/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

During the week of March 
31-April 7, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 15 
building/property checks, 20 
directed/area patrols, four ra-
dar assignments, seven traf-
fic controls, six emergency 
911 calls, one citizen assist, 
one assist other agency, two 
illegal dumpings, one iden-
tity theft, two vandalisms, 
one safety hazard, two com-
plaints, one investigation, one 
animal call and six motor ve-
hicle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, March 31
7:49 p.m. Welfare Check, 

Skivira Lane, Services Ren-
dered

9:04 p.m. Illegal Dump-
ing, Mara Road, Services 
Rendered

9:58 p.m. 911 Assist Oth-
er Agency, Igoe Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Tuesday, April 1
1:25 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Ravine Road, Officer Han-
dled

9:33 a.m. Identity Theft, 
Old Wine Road, Report 
Taken

4:25 p.m. Investigation, 
Out of Town, Officer Han-
dled

5:04 p.m. Illegal Dump-
ing, Mara Road, Report 
Taken

Wednesday, April 2
12:59 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, Hardwick Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

6:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Hardwick Road, Writ-
ten Warning

Thursday, April 3
8:51 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, McEvoy Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Friday, April 4
12:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive Spoken To
6:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Mara Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

7:39 p.m. 911 Welfare 
Check, West Road, Trans-
ferred call to C3

Saturday, April 5
12:09 p.m. 911 Com-

plaint/Motor Vehicle Op-
erations, Hardwick Road, 
Spoken To

12:46 p.m. Vandalism, 
Oakham Road, Investigated

Sunday, April 6
3:28 p.m. 911 Vandalism, 

Utley Road, Services Ren-
dered

8:59 p.m. Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations, 
Pierce Road, Unfounded

New Braintree Police Log

- public safety -
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

EASTER TOY SALE!!! 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!!!
PRE SEASON BIKE SALE!!!

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

BUY MORE, SAVE MORE WITH APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Greige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

ASPHALT PLANT OPENING LATE APRIL

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

 2 bedroom home on Rt 32A. 
One car detached garage with 

work area, separate 2 car garage- 
in ground-pool. Beautiful views 

from the enclosed porch that 
wraps around the front and side 

of home overlooking the pool 
area during fall foliage time.

Hardwick - Cape - $299,999

EXIT Real Estate Executives

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

WARREN - $1,145,000
Don’t miss this unique chance to own a thriving auto repair 
shop along with a stylish, modern home! The fully operational 
mechanic shop includes the building, all equipment, and 
inventory, featuring seven service bays and a prime high-traffic 
location for maximum visibility. With over 12 years of proven 
success, this business is ready for new ownership and offers 
significant growth potential. Adjacent to the shop is a stunning 
3-bedroom, 2-bath 1412 sqft single-family home is perfect for an owner-occupant or as a rental 
investment. The open-concept design creates a bright and spacious living area, complemented 
by contemporary finishes and modern updates throughout. The primary suite offers a private 
retreat with a beautifully renovated ensuite bath, while the additional bedrooms provide ample 
space for family or guests. The shop can also be purchased separately for $799,900.

Summer Getaways!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

NOW HIRING
DRIVER/STOCK
APPLY WITHIN

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

HANNA’S ON MAIN
Restaurant • Bar • Catering

91 Main Street Ware, MA 01082
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 

Lunch and Dinner
SUNDAY 

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

413-277-0009

Live
Entertainment

Every
Friday Night

Join Us On Easter Sunday
EASTER BREAKFAST BRUNCH

8am-12pm
EASTER DINNER
12:30pm-5:00pm

Menus Available 
on our Website

Reservations 
Highly Recommened

hannasonmain.com
413-277-0009

Easter Bunny Will be Here
8am-12pm

Solo/Duet poetry and music series continues on Tuesdays
WEST BROOKFIELD – 

Solo/Duet, a poetry and mu-
sic series at the Merriam-Gil-
bert Public Library will be 
held on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. in 
April.

In celebration of Nation-

al Poetry Month, Jonathan 
Blake will read poems from 
the collections of poetry 
found on the shelves of the 
Merriam Gilbert Library in 
West Brookfield. Each April 
reading will begin and end 

with performances by a jazz 
duet of original compositions 
and those from the “standard 
book” of America’s one true 
art form. 

On April 15, Jerry Wilfong 
will perform on solo bass 

while Jonathan Blake reads 
from “Black Nature”’ and 
a jazz poetry performance 
with Wilfong and Blake. 
On April 22, bassist Jerry 
Wilfong and vocalist Lydia 
Fortune will perform while 

Jonathan Blake reads Stern 
and Oliver; and on April 29, 
bassist Jerry Wilfong and 
percussionist Dick Hummel/
Jonathan Blake reads Gluck 
and Wright. This series is free 
and open to all. Please stop 

by or call the library or call 
508-867-1410 to reserve your 
seat. This program is made 
possible by the West Brook-
field Cultural Council as sup-
ported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council.

- community -


