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School Gommittee accepts proposed FY 26 hudget

By Paula Quimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— Superintendent Timothy
McCormick told School
Committee members there
are no changes to the pro-
posed fiscal year 2026 school
budget that he presented at a
previous meeting.

Last year’s approved bud-
get was $7,028,605.89 and the
current recommended bud-

get for FY 26 (with offsets)
$9,763,911.89. Of this, the
town would be responsible
for paying $8,227,837.31.

This is an increase of 17%
over last year.

At the Feb. 24 meeting,
School Committee Chair
John Magario said this num-
ber is “still in flux” due to
ongoing negotiations with
teachers’ contracts. He said
salaries are projected to in-
crease by 6.7%.

Magario said the major

budget drivers are salaries,
special education and trans-
portation — with transporta-
tion increasing by 11% for the
next fiscal year.

“This is the current work-
ing number,” he said. “We
have to start somewhere.”

The budget proposal in-
cludes the addition of two
positions; a sub-separate
teacher and a full-time ABA.
These new positions would
create an additional sub-sep-
arate classroom for special

education students.

McCormick said  this
classroom would serve stu-
dents with specific needs in
the elementary school. He
said creating this classroom
could prevent students in
need of additional support
from having to be placed out
of district.

“It’s keeping those kids
in district, it’s keeping those
kids closer to home and it’s
also a short and long term
savings,” he said. “When we

look at our special education
numbers, specifically our out
of district placements, it is al-
ways with students in mind.”

School Committee Vice-
Chair Tim Canada said the
cost of out of district place-
ments “is a big impact on
the overall budget” for the
school district. This year, the
cost for out of district tui-
tion for 15 students totaled
$1,797,939.30.

“This is a big part of
the budget,” Magario said.

“Being able to keep some
students within the district
would certainly offset some
of this cost. I think it’s a great
goal to move toward.”

McCormick said if this
program is successful, it
could also be a draw for stu-
dent choice families.

The School Committee
members voted to approve
the budget as presented.

See NORTH BROOKFIELD
PAGE 5

0-munity Gloset holds grand
opening Monday

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

NEW BRAINTREE - A
teacher’s idea with the help
of eight dedicated Post Grad
students and the community
came to fruition this Mon-
day, March 3.

Post Graduate Employ-
ment and Community Spe-
cialist Ashley Roy thought
creating a Q-munity Closet
modeled on the one at the
Quabbin Regional Middle
High School would be a great
learning experience for the
class, but also a resource for
the community at large.

New Braintree Grade
School, located at 15 Me-
morial Drive, where the Post
Grad class meets, was a per-
fect location for such a proj-
ect. The former cafeteria pro-
vided the ideal seating.

It is located in the front
section of the building just
off the main entrance, where
it has plenty of natural light
and has a department store
look.

The

department  store

COURTESY PHOTO BY ASHLEY ROY

Kylie Gagnon takes new winter jackets out of their packaging to hang on the
rack before the grand opening of Q-munity Closet at the New Braintree Grade

School.

vibes were due to the fact a
former plant and facilities
manager for the Quabbin
Regional School District was
able to acquire display stands
and racks from a department
store.

On the day of the Grand
Opening staff member Mi-
chaela Valley was applying
white sticky paper to a dis-

See Q-MUNITY CLOSET
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Planning Board OKs special
permit for tree removal

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE - The
Planning Board held a pub-
lic hearing regarding the re-
moval of public trees along
Podunk Road.

At the Feb. 24 meeting,
Town Planner Jean Bu-
bon said the Select Board,
Conservation Commission
and private property own-
ers have been working with
National Grid to review the
large number of both pri-
vate and public trees that
will need to be removed to
accommodate a solar proj-
ect in a neighboring town.

“There’s the need to re-
move a significant amount
of trees to upgrade the lines
to connect a solar facility
that was built in Charlton
and also to improve service
in that section of town for
Sturbridge residents,” she
said.

Bubon said there were
four different approvals
needed for the project, in-

cluding having private prop-
erty owners sign off on the
removal of trees located on
their properties. She said
she believes every resident
has signed off on agree-
ments with National Grid.
She said the Select Board
has also entered into an
agreement with Nation-
al Grid to have access to
the Podunk Road annex, a
portion of road that is not
traveled and has grown in.
She said National Grid had
to file a request for a notice
of intent with the Conser-
vation Commission for tree
work within the annex.
Bubon said there are 110
public trees that need re-
moval, with 55 dead or in
decline, or ash trees which
are subject to the emerald
ash borer. The remaining
trees are healthy, but will
need to be removed to pro-
vide clearance for utility
lines and poles.
Bubon said there are also
trees that will be trimmed.
Bubon said the 31 re-
maining trees to be removed

“are healthy and contribute
to the qualities of a scenic
road.”

She said they are asking
National Grid to provide a
two-to-one replacement on
those trees in terms with
the scenic road. She said the
bylaw for shade tree remov-
al requires inch-per-inch
compensation, with every
two inch diameter at breast
height counting as one tree.

“With that, we’ve taken
the DBH and divided into
trees and come up with 202
shade trees,” Bubon said.
“And we have deducted the
55 that were dead, in decline
or subject to the emerald
ash borer, and using a fig-
ure of $1,000 per tree, we
come up with $147,000 in
compensation for the public
shade tree removal.”

Bubon said they are also
requesting that no tree cut-
ting occur until all necessary
permits have been obtained,
any appeals of any deci-

See PLANNING BOARD
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Quabbin Regional High School senior Ellie Frost stands next to a chart that
tracked the number of pints of blood collected during a community blood

drive she organized on Feb. 27.

Quabbin senior organizes
community blood drive

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

BARRE - In less than
one hour, a single person
can save the lives of up to
three people by donating
blood.

Hardwick resident and
Quabbin Regional High
School senior Ellie Frost

and her team of volun-
teers helped to save dozens
of lives on Feb. 27, when
they organized an all-day
blood drive in the school’s
gymnasium, in partnership
with Rhode Island Blood
Center.

TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE

This blood drive was

See BLOOD DRIVE
PAGE 8

Editor’s note: The Quabo-
ag Current will regularly
feature a spotlight story on
different farmers market ven-
dors. Learn about the people
that bring food and locally
sourced items to your com-
munity.

Still Life Farm holds
the center

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The beginning of the week
was horrendous. Driveways
resembled skating rinks and
the town barn, where they
keep the sand, may have
been the most popular place
in West Brookfield.

Slipping and sliding all
over the place gave way to
surer footing as the sand was
spread.

The week got even bet-
ter as a warming trend be-
gan. So, it was happily we
took oft down to the First
Congregational Church, 36
North Main St., beginning
at 3 p.m. to enter the Winter
Market with its many ven-

Market Spotlight

Winter Farmers Market continues

corner,
The trio performing this
day were three skilled ladies
playing harps.

dors and shoppers buying
and catching up.

Again, over toward the
there was music.

The harp is not some-

thing you pick and are ex-
pert a week later. It takes
time, and training and as the
three have been at the craft

Winter greens grow in the greenhouse at Still Life Farm in Hardwick

for around a quarter centu-
ry, it was obvious they have
that just from listening to
them.

They are Susan Lincoln
from next door in Ware and
Paula Moore and Barba-
ra Russell from Shutesbury
west of the Quabbin, and go
by the name of Valley Harp
Trio. Wednesday was the
first day out since the pan-

SUBMITTED PHOTO

demic.

The ladies play music
from a variety of regions
such as Celtic from Ireland
and Scotland, also some
from Spain and New En-
gland traditional as well.
They go as far afield as the
Middle East with Sephardic

See MARKET SPOTLIGHT
PAGE 9
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Pasta for Paws

Here Today
Adopted Tomorrow’s
‘Spay ghetti Supper

BRIMFIELD - Here
Today Adopted Tomorrow
invites all animal lovers
to its annual “Spay”’ghet-
ti Supper fundraiser at
the First Congregational
Church of Brimfield on
Saturday, March 15.

Enjoy a chef-prepared
dinner while helping cats in
need right here in the com-
munity. Whether you dine
in or take your meal to go,
it’s the perfect way to gath-
er with friends and family
while supporting a great
cause. Plus, enjoy raffles,
prizes, and plenty of fun
throughout the evening.

Now more than ever,
shelters like HTAT are
stepping up to help cats in
need. Rising costs, limited
access to veterinary care,
and financial and housing
challenges have led to more
pets being surrendered.

According to HTAT
Executive Director Ra-
chael Max, “Every ticket
sold helps HTAT do what
we do best — care for cats
that might otherwise fall
through the cracks, cats
that might be traditionally
seen as ‘unadoptable.””

Max continued, “Each
year, this event brings our
community together in sup-
port of local cats who need
us most. The funds raised
allow us to care for cats
who might not get a chance
anywhere else — those with
medical needs, behavior-
al challenges, or simply a
harder time finding a home.
It’s more than just a meal
— it’s a way to make a real
difference.”

Every bite supports
HTAT and helps cats (and
the people who love them)
in the community. Bring
your appetite, bring your
friends, and enjoy an eve-
ning of great food, great
fun, and giving back.

The “Spay”ghetti Sup-
per takes place from 5-6:30
p.m. Advance tickets are
$15 for adults and $10 for
seniors and kids. To pur-

CHECK OUT ALL THE

chase tickets at a discount-
ed price, visit www.here-
todaysanctuary.org or call
413-324-8224.

If you need assistance
feeding or caring for your
pet, HTAT can help. Lo-
cal cat owners can spay or
neuter their cats for $80 or
less, and strays and ferals
can be fixed for free. Visit
www.heretodaysanctuary.
org to learn more about
our community assistance
programs.

About Here Today

Adopted Tomorrow

Here Today Adopted
Tomorrow was founded
by mother-daughter team
Barbara Horn and Rachael
Max. HTAT is a volunteer
driven group focused on
helping cats and the people
who love them in the com-
munity.

In 2012 HTAT opened
its no kill, cageless cat
adoption center for adult
cats and kittens in Brim-
field. It is deeply import-
ant to HTAT that every
resident’s stay at HTAT is
comfortable and healthy,
making for well-adjusted,
happy animals.

Shortly after opening,
HTAT realized there were
more homeless cats than
the center could handle
by adoption alone. HTAT
believes that pets are cher-
ished members of the fam-
ily and its ultimate goal is
to keep pets and people
together.

HTAT has programs
to help special needs cats
flourish and get adopted,
as well as community as-
sistance programs to help
pet owners keep their pets,
such as its Pet Food Pantry,
low-cost spay-neuter pro-
gram, and free cat behavior
program. Each year, HTAT
helps over 1,500 animals
and their families.

For more information,
visit  heretodaysanctuary.
org. Visit Here Today Ad-
opted Tomorrow on Face-
book at facebook.com/
heretodaysanctuary, and
follow it on Instagram at
@heretodayadoptedtomor-
TOW.

I U rleyPuincations
Www.turley.com Chris Hinckley’s wildlife photography adorned the walls of the Joy of Beans.

- community -
Chess returns in March at Joy of Beans

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Chess does seem to be
catching on in the Brook-
fields.

Saturday, on the first day
of March, the ages and gen-
erations of contestants were
varied as players met again
at Joy of Beans Coffee in
downtown West Brookfield.

When your correspon-
dent arrived, a couple of
contestants were already at
play. More would arrive. In
the meantime, I was chal-
lenged to a contest by Joy
Hinton, the eponymous im-
presario of Joy of Beans, the
gourmet coffee locale of the
day’s contests.

The games take place on
tables in a room decorat-
ed with wildlife pictures by
photographer Chris Hinck-
ley

Knowing my limitations,
I am normally reluctant
to engage in a game that [
know is not my game. No
matter, the challenge was
accepted, and we proceeded.

Into the room came
Chase, Joy’s grandson, and
when she was called to wait
on customers, Chase took
her chair. The young middle
schooler then proceeded to
complete what Joy started,
and | was done.

Oh well, defeat liberated
me to observe the state of
play of other games. At the
table by the picture window
at the front of the building
were two competitors, Bri-

Chase and Joy are shown playing chess at the Joy of Beans Coffee.

an and Jared, playing. After
they finished, I talked with
Jared who spoke to what
chess means in Joy’s family.

Jared is the son-in-law of
Joy and the father of Chase,
so three generations of the
family were competing on
the day.

Some years ago, Joy gave
Jared and her son, Travis,
both marble chess boards
and so began playing chess
as a family event at Christ-
mas.

Jim Spaulding was back,
and began the afternoon
playing John McNeil who
has been coming these last
few weeks as well.

Jim, like Joy, was one of
the people who wanted to
see chess take flight locally
and was part of that origi-
nally at the Brookfield Li-
brary. He is happy to play

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

Brian and Jared play chess at the front window.

here at the West Brookfield
venue which now is the
place to be.

Spaulding is also a devo-
tee of the Asian board game
known in Japan as Go. He
talked it up on Saturday. It
might take some time for
that to catch on.

Your correspondent will
not be part of Go as the
only person he ever knew
who played it avidly was
a mathematician who had
gotten two double promo-

tions in grammar school
and whose thinking was on
another level.

And so, the day contin-
ued pleasantly. Indeed, the
most unfavorable aspect of
the afternoon came upon
leaving. The temperature
had taken quite a downturn
in the time we had spent in-
side.

Oh well, the next time, it
will be closer to spring and
temps should be up. That
will be Saturday, March 8.

Jim and John were concentrating on their game.

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988
Yoga & Meditation Classes
Offering both onsite and online classes

Voted Best Yoga in the region by
Town & Country Living Magazine

YOGA
FOR

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,
open and energized.
Come experience this for yourself.

EVERY
BobDYy

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM

__FIVE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Handbags & Hand Tools!

FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 2025
6 PM DOORS OPEN/6:30 P.M. GAMES
AMVETS POST 74 ~ THREE RIVERS

SCAN QR CODE OR VISIT QHMA.COM TO REGISTER
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Board hears CDBG project proposal for FY 25

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - Joe Ferguson,
Principal Planner with Cen-
tral Massachusetts Region-
al Planning Commission
and Janet Pierce, Execu-
tive Director, discussed the
town’s application for the
fiscal year 2024 Community
Development Block Grant.

“Tonight’s forum is
meant for an open discus-
sion but also to get some di-
rection related to the FY 25
funding cycle for CDBG,”
Ferguson said at the Board
of Selectmen’s Feb. 25 meet-
ing.

He detailed recent proj-
ects funded by the CDBG
program, including the FY
21 cycle which included
housing rehabilitation and
improvements to the Senior
Center, as well as compre-
hensive design and phase 1
construction for the Mount
Pleasant Street project.

Ferguson said the town
sat out of the FY 22 and
FY 23 cycle (which the state
combined due to the pan-
demic), and received fund-
ing to complete the final
phase of the Mount Pleas-
ant Street project with FY

He said to develop the
application for the FY 25
CDBG program, they are
looking at previous studies
funded through the pro-
gram including the West
Side and East Side neigh-
borhood infrastructure
studies.

“There’s two main na-
tional objects that CDBG
has to operate within,”
Ferguson said. “It’s either
youre providing benefit
to a low/moderate income
population, or you can do
another national object
around the prevention of
blight,” he said.

Ferguson said they have
been focusing on projects
to benefit low/moderate in-
come populations.

“We see the need...we
know projects can happen
in these areas,” he said, add-
ing that CMRPC is having
difficulty income-qualifying
individual streets.

He said the next street
they were going to focus on
was Batchelor Drive, which
needs surface and subsur-
face improvements, but it
did not qualify for income
range. They have now shift-
ed their focus to creating a
design/construction project
for South Common Street.

community

Ferguson said South
Common  Street would
qualify for the CDBG pro-
gram due to the Grove
Street Apartments family
housing. CMRPC will also
look at St. Claire Avenue
as well as South Common
Street.

“We have a conceptu-
al cost estimate [for South
Common Street] which fits
well under the FY 25 max-
imum budget of $850,000,”
Ferguson said. “We think
this will work very well for
FY 25.”

Ferguson said he believes
the next grant cycles for FY
26 and FY 27 should focus
on preventing blight. He
said many towns compa-
rable to North Brookfield
have designated a blight
district through the state,
where at least 25% of the
infrastructure is in fair to
poor condition.

If the town has a neigh-
borhood with the blight
designation, it will eliminate
the need for income qualifi-
cation from individuals.

“With approval of that
designation, it allows the
town to do design and
construction projects for a
period of 10 years within
that district,” he said. “And
that gets us over the income

qualification piece.”

Ferguson said some
towns that had this blight
designation were able to
complete six-to-seven
streets in that 10 year peri-
od.

A public hearing for the
FY 25 CDBG application
is scheduled to be held on
March 18.

Pierce said it is great
to work with the town
of North Brookfield and
thanked the board for their
partnership with CMRPC.

“It’s great to see the im-
provements coming in,” she
said.

Fire Department report

Board of Selectmen Vice-
Chair Elizabeth “Brooke”
Canada read the monthly
Fire Department report
submitted by Fire Chief
Darin Anderson.

For the month of De-
cember, the department re-
sponded to 34 calls which
included two building fires,
one chimney fire, one natu-
ral/vegetation fire, 12 med-
ical assists, one motor ve-
hicle accident with injury,
two motor vehicle accidents
without injuries, two assist
to police of other govern-
mental agencies, one good
intent, five false alarms, one
sprinkler activation due to

malfunction, two smoke
detector activations due
to malfunction, one unin-
tentional transmission of
alarm, two smoke detector
activations (no fire, unin-
tentional).

Anderson stated that
23 permits and inspections
were issued and completed
during this time.

The Fire Department
participated in the Spencer
Parade of Lights and held
its annual pizza with Santa
at the fire house as well as
the annual Santa tour.

“We had a lot of happy
people, young and old, that
enjoyed seeing Santa and
Buddy the EIf,” Anderson
wrote.

The Fire Department
also participated in the
town’s First Night event
held on Dec. 31.

Concerts on the Common

The Parks and Recre-
ation Committee and the
North Brookfield Cultural
Council will hold monthly
concerts on the common
this summer. Concerts will
be free and held on the last
Saturday of each month:
May 31, Ravenwood; June
28, Tabby LeBlanc; July
26, Stan Matthews and the
Rough Riders; and Aug. 30,
The Super Chargers.

The committee is also
looking to host movie nights
on the common through-
out the summer, and plan
a “Gobble Wobble” 5K
run/walk on Thanksgiving

morning.
Public comment
Resident John Tripp

asked if the American Res-
cue Plan Act money set
aside to fund the Town Ad-
ministrator’s salary could
be reallocated to another
department, such as the
Highway, Police or Sewer
departments.

Canada said it is past the
date that the town can iden-
tify where that money is be-
ing spent.

Spending requests

The board approved the
following spending requests:
$1,100 to purchase air hose
reels for the new Highway
Department building on
Donovan Road; $1,358 for
two laptops to replace bro-
ken equipment for the Fire
Department; $2,445 for five
pairs of structural fire boots
for the Fire Department;
$800 for a battery operated
saw for the Fire Depart-
ment; $2,013.60 for a pump
unit on a Highway Depart-
ment truck; and $520 to
upgrade the fire monitoring
system at Senior Center.

Antique appraisal event offered at
historical museum

NEW BRAINTREE - A
much anticipated “Antiques
Roadshow”- like event has
been scheduled at the New
Braintree Historical Society
museum, 10 Utley Road, on
Saturday, March 22 from 1-3
p.m.

Renowned appraiser and
auctioneer, Kenneth Van
Blarcom from South Natick
(https://kwvbauctions.com/
about/ ), will conduct an in-
dividual appraisal and his-

tory of your item, for all to
learn about.

The Society is thrilled to
have Van Blarcom’s exper-
tise here in New Braintree.
His impressive credentials
include antique apprais-
al positions with Shreve,
Crump and Low, Co. and a
Boston Directorship at the
fine art and antique compa-
ny of Skinner Auctions. Van
Blarcom went on to start his
own auction and appraisal

business conducting over
850 auctions over a 40 year
period.

So, dust off your favor-
ite treasure, and prepare for
some historical entertain-
ment. Limit of two items.
Cost per appraisal $5. No
jewelry, please.

Refreshments  will  be
served. For more informa-
tion, visit https:/newbrain-
treehistoricalsociety.org/ or
call 508-867-3324.

fundraiser

PALMER -  The
Quaboag Hills Cham-
ber of Commerce, the
non-profit  organization
that promotes business
and development within
surrounding communities
of Hampden, Hampshire,
and Worcester counties,
has announced its Hand-
bag & Hand Tool Bingo
Night fundraiser.

The event will take
place on Friday, March

21 at AMVETS Post 74 in
Three Rivers. The Cham-
ber will produce 10 excit-
ing bingo rounds, each
with a grand prize featur-
ing one of seven designer
handbags or one of three
premium tools up for
grabs.

Tickets can be pur-
chased on QHMA.com.
The registration fee is $40
per person and includes
10 bingo cards, bingo

QHMA invites public to Bingo Night

dauber, delicious snack
platters, bonus raffle tick-
et and a cash bar.
Proceeds from the bin-
go event will benefit the
Quaboag Hills Cham-
ber of Commerce and its
on-going mission to assist
its more than two-hun-
dred member businesses
succeed and grow with
programs and initiatives
throughout the year.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

has BERKSHIRE BLANKETS
AND THROWS!!!

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

While they last!
BILAT

LANKETS $15.00
THROWS ﬁ)l 0.00

WILTON’S GHILDRENS STORE

Hours: E. Main Street | Ware, MA Charge
Tues.-Sat 10-4 413-967-5811 & Debit

Sun. 12-4 ywww.wiltonkids.com  Accepted
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PORK LOIN CHOPS........> 1 50

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS...... 2229
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MONTEREY JACK CHEESE® 3
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PORK SHOULDER PIGNIC...

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

“Join the team/that does more by
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CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10e0c 4 4 G,
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USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN
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FREE
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BEEF
EYE ROUND
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SALMON PORTIONS .

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ZALO SEAFOOD MIX 2 15 ga

2%
MUSSELS, SHRIMP, SQUID, OCTOPUS su1ins

$799
ea
USDA INSP. FROZEN

BREADED FLOUNDER FILETS 329

|
USDA INSP. FROZEN FARM RAISED 5299
b
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Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email &t&@ 80% LEAN
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply oA ap EROZEN s 69&/ . GROUND BEEF 90 Meat Outlet gosAp¥i(:l(:gaf(i]e(:dSt.
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3/6/25-3/12/25

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

CHICKEN FEET ... 2349

BUY DIRECT FOR ====== SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE
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Funhouse mirrors
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And just like that it’s spring

Well, maybe I am getting
a bit ahead of myself. This
coming weekend the days
will feel a little longer be-
cause of Daylight Savings,
when we “spring forward”
an hour.

The evenings will begin
to lure us outside after sup-
per, maybe for a walk or just
a look-see around the yard.
For, me, one sign of “spring”
is starting my pepper seeds
indoors.

They are the -earliest
transplants I grow at home,
and I am so excited to get
started!

Regular readers of the
column may remember that
I love growing peppers. Per-
haps it is because I have the
perfect spot- stone edged
raised beds — that contain
the heat and help them to
grow quite successfully.

By week’s end my pepper
seeds will have been sown
in moist lightweight seed
starting mix and placed on
bottom heat. Seventy-eight
to 80 degrees is perfect for
germinating pepper seeds; at
those temps I expect to see
sprouting in eight days or so.

Once they sprout, I will
place the flats within inches
of my shop lights and ad-
just the lights as they grow.
When the second set of
leaves form, known as the
“true leaves,” the pepper
seedlings will find their way
into six packs or their own
two inch pot.

By late April or early
May, they will be given a
larger pot once more; usual-
ly a four inch pot will do. Af-
ter a hardening off period, I
will transplant them into the
ground once it has warmed
considerably- usually by
June first.

A couple weeks prior to
that I provide black plastic
mulch on top of soil to get
it pre-heated and ready for
these tropic loving plants.

Although there are over
20 species of pepper, just
one is known to American
gardeners. It goes by the
Latin name Capsicum annu-
um. Five categories of pep-
pers fall under this heading,
but I typically grow only the
sweet types.

Green when immature,
sweet bell peppers ripen to
a rainbow of colors: yellow,
orange, red, purple, ivory
and even chocolate brown.
We eat them in the green
stage more so than when ful-
ly ripe, and that’s a shame. A
little patience and a week or
two longer in the garden will
yield a sweet treat.

If T had to choose only
one variety to grow it would
be AAS award winner “Car-
men,” bred right in Maine
at Johnny’s Selected Seed.

Numerous six inch by two
and a half inch red peppers
make an appearance begin-
ning in late July and contin-
ue through the first frost.

Yes, I did say “late July!”
If I'd dare to guess at the
total yield of peppers per
plant, one dozen would be a
fair estimate. They are great
fresh, frozen or fire roasted!

Renee’s Garden sells a
lovely little pepper by the
name of “Yummy Belles.”
The description is accurate
when they say that the plants
are “highly productive” and
“load up” with lots of little
three to four inch bright or-
ange peppers.

They call them snack
peppers, and they are just
that. Make a decadent snack
by filling with veggie cream
cheese, or stick to healthier
eating by adding one or two
to a personal salad.

Paprika peppers also fall
into the sweet pepper cat-
egory. Fruits are up to six
inches long and three inches
wide at the top and come to
a blunt point.

Dry and grind to make
your own paprika spice in a
coffee grinder. Indispensable
when sprinkled on deviled
eggs!

Frying or pickling pep-
pers go by the names Sweet
Banana, Sweet Hungarian,
or Cubanelle among others.
They are good candidates
for frying because of their
thin walls and scant water
content.

Sweet Banana was noted
in 1941 as an All American
Selections winner and is still
growing strong 60+ years
later!

Pimento  peppers are
those used to stuff with
green olives. My Italian hus-
band just loves it when his
sister Denise makes this hol-
iday treat!

They grow a squatty three
by four inches and are ripe
when red or orange, depend-
ing on variety. Expect these
to take a bit longer than the
other types, a full 85 or more
days from transplant to har-
vest.

If you too are a pepper
lover, and want to see the
earliest yields possible, get
ready, get set, and get sow-
ing those pepper seeds!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email it to
pouimette@turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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Junior  high  school
teachers have very challeng-
ing jobs. Successful ones
know all too well, it is not
just your subject you teach
but, in your position, you
help build character at the
most impressionable age.

I certainly took that part
of my job as seriously as
my subject matter. I would
always use the analogy of a
mirror.

In my later years of
teaching, I would always
include a discussion that
involved the importance
of looking inward. My in-
troduction as to how was
simply say, “When you get
up in the morning or go to
bed at night, look into the
mirror. If you °‘like’ that
person looking back, you
will always know that you
are on the right track.”
That would always get
them thinking aand I really
do think it helped children
want to be better.

Of course, I knew that
my job every day was to
practice what I preached or
that message would never
take hold.

That was then. This is
now.

That message would
always assume that my
students had a compass
to work with. They would
have to believe that hones-
ty, integrity, empathy...you
know, all those elements
that were supposed to go
together for good charac-
ter to exist in the first place,
was something important
to have.

That mirror had to re-
flect truth and goodness.

Now, we are living in a
world of mirrors that, by

design, bend and distort
truth, deflect empathy, and
hide the path that always
before lead to good charac-
ter. We are in a new world
of funhouse mirrors, but
“fun” is nowhere in that
picture.

How do teachers explain
to students now, if you are
even allowed, why certain
innocent people are being
abused? How do you ex-
plain that people who lit-
erally stormed the Capitol
on Jan. 6, 2021, maimed
and killed police officers,
put up a hang-man’s noose
for VP Pence, damaged and
stole property, and literally
left urine, feces, and trash
in their wake have been
pardoned, lauded, and even
venerated by the POTUS?

How do you explain to
them why it’s okay to round
up those desperate people
they call “illegals,” the vast
majority of which have no
criminal connections, and
place them in camps to be
thrown out of our country
without knowing why they
fled their own?

How do you justi-
fy to them that some of
their own friends who are
LGBTQIA are no longer
recognized as equals and
their rights are beginning to
be stripped away? How do
you explain to children that
they will no longer have ac-
cess to the beautiful parks
in our country because
Park Rangers jobs have
been taken?

How in the world do you
explain why a multi-billion-
aire is firing people with no
right to do so at the behest
of the president? How will
you explain to them why the

special needs students will
no longer be helped? What
do you say when the contri-
butions of black Americans
are no longer recognized?

What will you say to
them when they treat trans
kids with disdain and even
abuse when they simply
mimic what leadership is
doing? How will you justify
the fact that a girl they may
well know who was raped
will now have to carry the
child of her rapist to term
because the rights their
mothers and grandmothers
fought for no longer exist?

How do you teach the
truths of History, or Civ-
ics, or Science when doing
so comes with the potential
loss of your job? How do
you teach them to look in
that mirror when so many
people with power deliber-
ately lie to save their own
skin, knowing that what
they are saying is literal-
ly destroying the fiber of
Democracy and tearing us
apart as a functioning so-
ciety?

How in the world does a
teacher, or a parent for that
matter, ever begin to help
a child understand how
to be a good human being
of good character in this
country now?

How will we all feel
when the students we teach
have only those distorted
funhouse mirrors in which
to view the world...and
eventually, themselves?

That time is coming. If
you don’t recognize it, you
are already looking in one.

Are you having fun?

Eric von Bleicken
West Brookfield
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Reader seeks clarification of
Medicare IRMAA and MAGI

Dear Rusty:

I am confused by an ar-
ticle in my local newspaper
which said that Modified
Adjusted Gross Income, on
which my Medicare Part B
premium is based, is my Ad-
justed Gross Income, plus
any non-taxable interest,
plus 50% of the social secu-
rity I received.

The part that is confus-
ing is the 50% part. When
I look at my tax return my
Adjusted Gross Income in-
cludes the taxable portion of
my Social Security benefit
which, in my case, is 85% of
my total benefits. Why must
50% of benefits be added to
my AGI if it is already in-

cluded in my total AGI?
Signed: Confused

Dear Confused:

The article you refer to
was misleading for stating
that the Modified Adjust-
ed Gross Income used to
determine your Medicare
premiums includes your
normal Adjusted Gross In-
come from your income tax
return, plus any non-taxable
interest you may have had,
plus 50% of the SS bene-
fits you received during the
tax year. What the article
should have said was that
the MAGI, which deter-
mines your Income-Relat-
ed Monthly Adjustment

Amount to your Medicare
premiums consists of your
normal AGI from your tax
return, which includes the
taxable portion of your So-
cial Security benefits, plus
any non-taxable interest you
may have had.

For additional clarity, the
Income-Related ~ Monthly
Adjustment Amount is a
supplemental amount add-
ed to the standard Medi-
care premium for those with
higher incomes. The thresh-
olds at which the IRMAA
supplements apply depend
on your IRS filing status,
and your MAGI determines
the amount of supplement
which will be added to the
standard Medicare premi-
um.

Single filers with MAGI
over $103,000 or married
filers with MAGI over
$206,000 will see an IR-
MAA supplement added
to their Medicare premi-
um. Those whose MAGI
is under the first IRMAA
threshold pay the standard

See SOCIAL SECURITY
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NORTH BROOKFIELD
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Superintendent’s report

McCormick said on Feb.
6 he went to Boston with
High School Principal John
Diorio and teacher Caitlyn
Malone to visit Boston Col-
legiate and John D. O’Bryant
School as part of the One8
Foundation’s Applied Learn-
ing grant.

He said they observed 10
classrooms and experienced
what applied learning is.

“This  workshop really
kind of gave us an idea of
what we want to see in our
classrooms,” McCormick
said. “We want to see that
student discourse. We want
to see the release from the
teacher to the students where
the students are doing the
learning.”

McCormick said they will
bring this information back
to the school district and sup-
port staftf with some of these
changes.

“This grant opportunity
will allow Mr. Diorio and
two teachers to attend a con-
ference in Denver in April,
it’s paid for by the grant,” he
said. “It allows one of our
leaders and two of our teach-
ers to observe in real-time,
some exemplars of what this

applied learning concept
looks like,” he said.
McCormick  said last

summer the school district
received $15,000 as a startup
grant for its Innovative Ca-
reer Pathways. He said they
have submitted part B of
the application and should
hear back from the state this
month.

“We did receive an addi-
tional $35,000 to support the
durable hardware for those
programs...that’s a good
sign,” he said.

McCormick said on Feb.
13 he attended a legislative
luncheon with other school
superintendents, state sen-
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ators and representatives.
Topics included Chapter 70
funding and increased need
for special education funding
such as Circuit Breaker.

“We talked about small
rural schooling and how we
need to make sure that we
continue to see that grow at
the state level,” he said. “It
was a good conversation.”

McCormick said he will
be meeting with a newly
formed superintendent’s ad-
visory committee comprised
of six students from the high
school and middle school. He
said they will be working on
creating positive messaging
geared toward elementary
school students.

Administrators’ reports

Diorio said the high
school celebrated senior
night for the boys’ basketball
team and dedicated a 1,000
point banner to Class of 2024
graduate Jose Rivera.

“He’s currently one of our
success stories,” Diorio said.
“He attends Assumption
College as a finance major.”

Rivera scored over 1,000
points during his high school
basketball career.

Diorio said an awards cer-
emony was held on Feb. 14
to celebrate middle school
students for achievements in
attendance, academic excel-
lence and overall growth.

Hope Rudzinski from the
Worcester County District
Attorney’s office will speak
with high school students
about healthy relationships
and preventing teen violence.

Diorio said the girls will
participate in dating and

- community -

positive relationships work-
shop presented by the Vanes-
sa T. Marcotte Foundation,
which includes a self-defense
class. The boys will listen to
a keynote speaker and have
a discussion with the Dis-
trict Attorney and the legal
ramifications around dating
violence, as well as building
positive and healthy relation-
ships.

Diorio said juniors and
seniors will be visiting Flex-
con as part of the Innovative
Pathways program.

“This is the second year of
our program,” he said. “Our
students will have an oppor-
tunity to apply for a paid in-
ternship at Flexcon and earn
a full-time job after gradua-
tion.”

He said about five stu-
dents took advantage of this
program last year.

A career fair will be held
at the high school on March
11, featuring 25 different
companies and speakers.

“It’s a great opportunity
for our students to prepare
for their future,” he said.

The school’s first STEAM
night will be held on March
25 at 6 p.m. He said STEAM
education combines science,
technology, engineering, the
arts and math to helps stu-
dents solve problems.

Elementary School Prin-
cipal Arthur Murphy said
Camp Read-a-Lot had eight
stations for classes to rotate
through during the school
day. He said local firefighters
also came and spoke about
fire and ice safety.

Murphy said the PTO do-

nated pancakes to the event,
and he said they do great
work for the students and
families.

He said the high school’s
adjustment counselor Tova
Margolis led a presentation
about identifying trauma in
the classroom and how trau-
ma impacts the brain and de-
velopment.

“Teaching is hard work,
but it can be made easier if
we use a trauma informed
lens,” Murphy said.

Murphy said the PTO
hosted a “glow” dance in
February which had a huge
turnout. He said there was
music and photobooth as
well.

Student Services Director
Amy Emory said access and
alternate access testing for
English Language Learners
was completed the past week.
She credited ELL teacher
Kailyn Lachapelle and the
teachers for their work and
flexibility during this process.

Emory said she participat-
ed in a training session held
by Department of Elementa-
ry and Secondary Education
about utilizing the EL data
dashboard.

Public comment

Town Accountant Shiela
Leblanc said she received a
school budget report from
the Board of Selectmen that
doesn’t show how much of
the budget has been spent for
the school district. She said
her own records shows there
is $3,550,712.30 remaining
of the more than $7 million
approved for the annual bud-
get, but the report from the

school still shows the starting
balance.

McCormick said they are
working through some tech-
nology issues and staff are re-
ceiving training to utilize the
software.

Resident Matt Grant
asked about the possibility
of revisiting regionalization
after watching the video
from the Quaboag Regional
School Committee meeting
where the decision to move
forward with the amended re-
gionalization agreement was
voted down.

Grant said it was a mul-
tiyear process, and he thinks
regionalization is a direction
the school district should ex-

plore.

Leblanc, who served on
the Regional Agreement
Amendment Committee,

said some members from the
Quaboag Regional School
District didn’t think adding
North Brookfield would be a
financial benefit.

Magario said he believes
both committees should
have voted to put the deci-
sion in front of residents,
but there has been no further
discussion about joining the
Quaboag Regional School
District.

New member

The School Committee
welcomed Ralph Kay as its
newest member. Kay is filling
a vacancy until the upcoming
annual town election.

Recognitions

McCormick  recognized
reading teacher Clementine
McNamara for organizing
Camp Read-a-Lot, an annu-

al tradition that occurs the
Friday before February va-
cation.

“Every classroom in the
Elementary School spends
parts of the day reading to-
gether, out loud, individual-
ly...another way to instill the
love of reading into our stu-
dents,” McCormick said.

McCormick also recog-
nized the school district’s
custodial staff for cleaning
up after winter storms.

“They’ve done a nice job
of making sure that our side-
walks and our parking lots
are clear,” he said.

He also recognized the
girls’ basketball team, which
qualified for the MIAA State
Tournament. He congratulat-
ed the team and the coach for
a winning season.

Student Council update

Student  Representative
Dante Giangrande said the
Student Council has submit-
ted its Massachusetts Asso-
ciation of Student Councils’
Excellence Book and applied
for the National Council Ex-
cellence Award.

He said Unity Week took
place before February break
to show support for people
including members of the
LGBTQ+ community and
children with special needs.

“Even just everyone’s indi-
viduality,” he said.

The MASC Spring Con-
ference will be held March
4-7 in Hyannis and the
Spring Conference will be
held in April. He said about
10 students will be attended
the Hyannis trip and said,
“it’s a great experience.”
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Q-MUNITY CLOSET
FROM PAGE1

play box. This was a quick
way to give the display stand
a new look without having to
paint it. The one she worked
on was headed for the infant
area which had many 0-3
month sizes.

An email sent to parents
said, “This is also very ben-
eficial to our Post Grad stu-
dents, who are able to work
on their communication
skills while dealing with the
public, inventory of items,
organization skills, as well as
building a small business.”
The email also said, “This
space is designed for all com-

munity members to pick out
clothing items that you, your
family or someone you may
know could benefit from free
of charge. We currently have
a significant supply of brand
new winter coats in a variety
of sizes. If you, or someone
you know could use one for
this year, or looking ahead to
next winter, please stop by.”
The Q-munity Closet will
be open on Mondays from
noon-2 p.m. at New Braintree
Grade School, located across
from the Town Hall on Me-
morial Drive. If people are
unable to make it at that time,
they may email Ashley Roy at
aroy@qrsd.org to make an
appointment for a time that

- community -

is convenient for them.

Roy said this new stu-
dent run business endeavor
needed donations of plastic
coat hangers as well as used
and new clothing. They may
be dropped off on Mondays
from noon-2 p.m.

There are plans in the fu-
ture to extend the hours of
operation to Saturdays as
well. Both Roy and Superin-
tendent Mucha were willing
to man the store on Satur-
days.

Post Grad student Gag-
non quickly offered her assis-
tance on Saturdays when she
was available. Two Quabbin
High School students, who
earn community service, vol-

unteer time during the week
at the Post Grad program.

The school has a wash-
er and dryer to clean the
used clothing. In addition to
washing all the used clothes,
the students sorted through it
to make sure the clothing was
free of stains, which the wash
did not remove and tears.

Everything is free, but
there will be a donation jar
at the closet for those wish-
ing to make a monetary do-
nation. Any proceeds would
help fund, field trips for the
students.

The email concluded, “As
this is a new venture for our
Post Grad students, we in-
vite you to extend this invita-

Staff member
Michaela Valley
puts sticky paper
on this display
box, which will
be used to display
infant clothes.
There are sever-
al more displays
behind her as
well as circular
units for display-
ing items at the
Q-munity Closet.

TURLEY PHOTO BY
ELLENOR DOWNER

tion to family members and
friends, even if they do not
have a need for resources at
this time. We want to pro-
vide the students with a lot

of foot traffic to build their
communication skills and
praise them for all the hard
work they have done getting
this venture off the ground.”

PLANNING BOARD
FROM PAGE1

sions have been resolved, the
special permit and order of
conditions be recorded at the
Registry of Deeds and until
the sum of money has been
provided to the town’s tree
account.

“In terms of the replant-
ing of the 62 trees, we feel
that it’s best to allow some
latitude for the Tree Warden

5UMMERICGAMPIGUIDEL

to work with National Grid,”
she said.

Bubon said the replanting
of the annex will be under
the jurisdiction of the Con-
servation Commission.

During the public com-
ment period of the public
hearing, resident and Select
Board member Mary Dowl-
ing asked the Planning Board
to consider asking National
Grid to do more than the
minimum two-inch diameter

with regard to the replanting
of trees. She said the project
will have a lasting impact on
residents and could reduce
property values.

The board voted to ap-
prove the scenic roads special
permit with four conditions
and a list of trees not ap-
proved for removal.

Town Planner’s update

Bubon said the Building
Inspector completed a final
inspection of the new movie

theater on Feb. 18. She said
the theater should be open-
ing soon.

“It was a lot of work for
them, they’ve done a good
job down there,” Bubon said.

Bubon said Noble Ener-
gy signed a lease with Stur-
bridge Coffeechouse to open
a second location at the gas
station. Noble Energy also
features a taco restaurant.

Bubon said she joined the
Building Inspector for a final

inspection of Interstate Tow-
ing but will need to return on
June 1 to review parking lot
striping and plantings.
“Everything’s shaping up
very nicely,” Bubon said.
Bubon said she recently
received some Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
maps with possible revisions.
She said the Chicopee River
watershed was just studied,
and this created potential
amendments around South

‘,":'

Pond and some of the roads
next to Big Alum.

“There are about 35 prop-
erties effected,” Bubon said.

She will be mailing maps
to those impacted and the
information is also posted on
the town’s website, www.stur-
bridge.gov. She said FEMA
is expected to have final maps
completed by the end of De-
cember to be adopted by the
town.
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The benefits of attending summer camp

Summer camp is some-
thing akin to a rite of passage
for millions of youngsters
each year. Many adults look
back fondly on their experi-
ences at summer camp, often
crediting such times as for-
mative periods in their lives.
Summer camp benefits chil-
dren in a myriad ways.

» Campers continue to
socialize throughout sum-
mer. Socializing isn’t just for
the school year. While chil-
dren in high school might be
independent enough to come
and go with their friends
during summer break, kids
who are still in elementa-
ry school or middle school
might not be old enough to
handle such freedom. That

can make it hard to stay in
touch with friends, which in
turn can contribute to feel-
ings of boredom and lone-
liness. Camp provides am-
ple opportunities for young
children to socialize during a
time of year when they might
not see their school friends as
often as they’re used to.

e Campers can expand
their horizons. Though some
summer camps are exclusive
to residents of certain com-
munities, many tend to fea-
ture children from numerous
towns or municipalities. Such
camps provide an opportu-
nity for campers to expand
their horizons by engaging
with youngsters who come
from different backgrounds.

e Camp can get kids
off their devices. Modern
children are growing up in
a digital world, and parents
know how hard it can be to
get kids to put down their de-
vices and get outdoors. But
the key to making that pivot
could be access to outdoor
play spaces. Many summer
camps are structured around
outdoor play, making them a
potentially invaluable ally as
parents seek to help children
cut back on the time they
spend using their devices.
Children who do not attend
camp and live in households
where both parents work or
in single-parent households
where Mom or Dad works
may be forced to spend much

of summer indoors, which
could increase the frequency
with which they turn to de-
vices to occupy their time.

» Camp adds structure to
summer days. Once a school
year ends, the structure a
school day provides vanishes
into thin air. Couple that with
extracurricular activities that
go on hiatus during summer
vacation, and kids accus-
tomed to structure are left
with little to do and no need
to schedule their time.

There’s no shortage of
benefits to enrolling young-
sters in summer camp, where
kids can socialize, grow and
get off their devices while
engaged in structured but
stress-free activities.

Camp by the numbers

Each year, campers of
all ages head off to nearby
recreation centers or travel to
rural areas to claim their cab-
ins and bunks. Here’s a deep
look at some of the statistics
surrounding summer camps.

1,467: The number
of day camps in the United
States run by the YMCA. -
YMCA

$3.91 billion: The peak
market size of the summer
camp sector in the United
States in 2019, before stay-
at-home-restrictions affected
statistics in subsequent years.
-Statista

14 million: The average
number of American summer
camp registrants each year. -
American Camp Association

We have summer enroliment options
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers.

Structured daily schedule to include
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts.

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play.

www.packardmountain.com

Girl Scout Camp
For All Girls!

DAY &
OVERNIGHT

Www.gscwm.org

1 week: The most pop-
ular session length for sum-
mer camp, although the ma-
jority of independent camp
operators offer four-, six-
and eight-week sessions. -
American Camp Association

50: The percentage of
respondents whose camps
charge $1,000 or more per
session, with most programs
costing between $1,000 and
$1,500. - CampMinder

58 to 63: The percent-
age of female staff members
at overnight and day camps,
respectively. - American
Camp Association

200 to 300: The av-
erage number of campers
served each session. - Camp-
Minder

7 in 10: The number of
camps that run 10 or more
different programs. - Camp-
Minder

79: The percentage
of camps that maintain a
screen-free environment. -
CampMinder

Greene Acres Equestrian Center v.c.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24

2025 Summer Riding Sessions

June 23-27 e July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 e August 18-22
9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding,
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Belchertown Kidz Club

' Join Our
Toddler Room
Waitlist

4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439
belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com e LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

TODDLER ¢ PRESCHOOL « SCHOOL AGE
Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.

Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY
Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. ® JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND
9 Weeks ® Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer!
Swimming e Field Trips ® Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool
Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade ® Full & Part-Time ® Homework Support
School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off @ Indoor & Outdoor Activities
PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time ® Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options
Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Follow Us

Providing
Childcare for
30 years!

O~

—

Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18

2>

Race Into Sum
Camp MacDuffe 2t

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:
Week 1: June 30 - July 3

Week 4: July 21 - 25

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 5: July 28 - August 1 Week 7: August11-15

e Arts o Athletics ® Coding ® Science ® Dance ° Lego’s

UOTEU BRUTAU ESH 20
JUTTES U BAUTYUS T >

Space is
limited
so don’t
wait!

e Creative Writing ® Theater ¢ Science ¢ And More!

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm e Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

The MacDuffie School ¢ 66 School Street ¢ Granhy, MA 01033 ¢ 413.255.0000 Ext.103
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Cougars scored tournament-opening win

WARREN - Last Tuesday night, Quaboag girls basketball scored
a win in a preliminary round game of the Division 5 State Tourna-
ment against Lynn Vocational 52-34. The win brought Quaboag into
the Round of 32 against Millbury High School. Highlights from that

matchup will be in a future edition.

Isabelle Man-
zaro goes for a
three-pointer.

Maddie Potvin looks to pass.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Parker Tunley tries to get around an opponent.

Madeline Dufresne looks to intercept a rebound.

Juliette Boos crosses midcourt.

Auburn co-op
wins state tourney
matchup with Beverly

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN-—The Auburn
hockey team only lost one
match at the Horgan Skating
Arena during the regular sea-
son. The Rockets began the
Division 2 state tournament
by celebrating another home
victory in the round of 32.

The score was tied, 1-1,
with a little more than four
minutes remaining in the
second period when the
eighth-seeded Rockets scored
back-to-back power-play
goals. The home team added
two more goals in the third
period leading to a 5-1 win
over the 25%-seeded Bever-
ly Panthers before a large
crowd, last Wednesday night.

“There is always a great
environment whenever we
play here,” said Auburn ju-
nior Nathan Dono, who con-
tributed with a goal and two
assists in the round of 32 vic-
tory. “We’ve qualified for the
state tournament during the
past couple of years, so we
do have a lot of postseason
experience. It’s a very good
feeling winning another game
in the state tournament.”

Since the MIAA changed
the postseason format in
2021, Auburn now has a
4-3 record in the Division 2
state tournament. They've
also posted a 57-27-1 overall
record since the start of the
2021-22 regular season.

Dono is one of the seven
players listed on the Auburn
varsity hockey roster that
attend Tantasqua Regional
High School. The other six
players from Tantasqua are
Nathan’s older brother, Aus-
tin, who’s a senior captain,

junior captain Ethan Laplan-
te, junior Jake Tully, junior
Max Sealey, sophomore
Daniel Miedona, and fresh-
man Trevor Resener.

“It has been an awesome
experience playing for this
hockey team during the past
three years,” Laplante said. “I
grew up playing youth hock-
ey with the guys from Auburn
and everyone gets along with
each very well. We just want
to make it as far as we can in
this year’s state tournament.”

Auburn, who also co-ops
with Millbury High School
and Shepherd Hill, has been
co-oping with Tantasqua for
more than ten years.

Last Wednesday’s match
was very memorable for Na-
than Dono, who assisted on
the go-ahead goal in the sec-
ond period. He then scored
an unassisted goal eight
seconds later, which was his
100™ career point.

“I definitely wanted to
reach the milestone in to-
night’s game, but I'm very
glad that we were able to win
the game,” Dono said. “I
have to give a lot of the credit
to my teammates, especially
my linemates.”

The Dono brothers are
members of the Rockets first
line, along with Ethan Mc-
Dermott, who’s also a senior
captain.

“My brother and I have
been members of the Auburn
hockey team for the past
three years now,” Nathan
Dono said. “It has been a
great experience playing with
him. We really want to keep
our season going as long as

See HOCKEY
PAGE 8

Registration now open for
Quabbin Valley baseball

The Quabbin Valley
Over-28 Baseball League is
looking to infuse new tal-
ent into its league for the
2025 season.

Registration for the 2025
season is now open and any
interested players can go to
www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org to get registered, or
to seek more information
or make inquiries about the
league. The league website
will also be updated over
the next month with infor-
mation about the upcom-
ing season.

There are many open
roster spots available in the
league for the 2025 season,
which is tentatively sched-

uled to begin on Sunday,
April 27. The league plays
most Sunday from late
April through mid-August
with playoffs following
that. The league plays a
15-game schedule and typ-
ically fields six teams each
year. Games are usually
played at 10 a.m. with fields
in Easthampton and South
Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley
league is an all-abilities
league and all are welcome
to join. Eligibility is players
who are age 28 and over.
You must be 30 to be eligi-

See BASEBALL
PAGE 8

Railers outlast Bloomington

WORCESTER - Offi-
cially, baseball is the only
sport with doubleheaders,
but it felt like the Rail-
ers-Wrenches played one
Saturday night.

Worcester tied the first
game, 4-4. It won the sec-
ond one, 2-0. That added
up to a 6-4 victory over
the Bloomington Bison
and two more points in
the North Division playoff
race.

The home team got big
offensive  performances
from Griffin Loughran,
Matthew Kopperud
(again), Lincoln Hat-
ten and Matt DeMelis.

Loughran and Kopper-
ud were 1-1-2. DeMelis
scored two goals. Hatten
had the first three-point
game of his career going
1-2-3.

Worcester winger Ryan
Mabhshie did not record a
point. He did, however,
record a hit that changed
the nature of the night. At
14:26 of the second period,
Mabhshie delivered a clean,
hard body check that led
to a fight. He knocked
down Bloomington’s Josh
Boyer with a couple of

See RAILERS
PAGE 8

Pioneers win first-ever state tournament game

PALMER - For the
first time since the MIAA
changed tournament for-
mats, Pathfinder Regional
High School girls basketball
won a matchup in the Di-
vision 5 State Tournament.
Last Tuesday evening, the
Pioneers defeated Boston
United 47-36. Megan Clark
had a huge game with 24
points. Addison Doktor had
17 points and Greenly Lagi-
moniere scored six points.
The Pioneers moved into
the Round of 32 after that.
Highlights from that game
will be in next week’s edi-
tion.

Megan Clark tries to get
control of the loose ball.

Desiree Croteau eyes the hoop as she drives the lane.

Taylor Allen heads into the paint.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Addison Doktor tries to keep the ball in play.

Greenly Lagimoniere gets ready to
shoot the three-pointer.
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PROVIDENCE, R.I. —
The Springfield Thunder-
birds (27-19-2-4) dispatched
2-0 and 3-2 deficits en route
to a 4-3 shootout win over
the Providence Bruins (30-
17-4-2) on Saturday night at
Amica Mutual Pavilion.

The game’s scoring be-
gan with a flurry in the final
three minutes of a first period
that had been quiet until that
point. Vadim Zherenko had
a tremendous highlight-reel
moment past the period’s
midpoint as he stretched out
the right leg to make a break-
away save on a Vinni Lettieri
backhand bid.

Providence, though, got
back to work and took ad-
vantage of a 5-on-3 situation
when Oliver Wahlstrom beat

Zherenko as the first penal-
ty expired to give the Bruins
a 1-0 lead at 17:04. Wahl-
strom’s goal marked his first
in the AHL in nearly five
years, as he was playing his
first game in the league since
March 11, 2020.

The Bruins lead grew to
2-0 just two minutes later as
Riley Tufte crashed the net to
tip a Patrick Brown centering
attempt by the skate of Zhe-
renko. In the process, howev-
er, Tufte was penalized for in-
terference on Zherenko after
the puck crossed the line.

While Tufte’s goal stood,
the T-Birds’ power play got
a pivotal answer with just
12 seconds left in the first as
Dalibor Dvorsky snapped a
five-game goal drought with

- sports -
T-Birds take the win in a shootout over Providence

a sizzling wrister from the
right circle off a cross-seam
pass from Nikita Alexandrov.

The Springfield power play
continued its potent night
just 2:07 into the second peri-
od, as Matthew Peca deflect-
ed a Matt Luff snapper past
Michael DiPietro to tie the
game, 2-2. Peca’s goal tied his
career-high in a single season
(23) and tied Adam Gaudette
for the longest goal-scoring
streak in team history, as the
captain has tallied a goal in
six straight contests.

The Bruins generated
most of the chances the re-
mainder of the middle frame,
but Zherenko stood firm in
his crease, turning aside all 17
Providence attempts to carry
the 2-2 game into the final

period.

Tufte made things difficult
on the T-Birds again when he
broke in and beat Zherenko
on a forehand chip shot 22
seconds into the final period,
restoring the Providence lead
to 3-2.

From that point onward,
though, Zherenko made sure
the home team would not get
any insurance, keeping the
deficit at a single goal. After
getting a clutch penalty kill
with less than 3:30 remain-
ing in regulation, Corey An-
donovski picked a fantastic
time to net his first goal as a
T-Bird. The newly acquired
winger stopped at the bottom
of the left circle and proved
to be in the perfect spot as
a MacKenzie MacEachern

rebound off DiPietro’s pads
found his stick. Andonovski
snapped it by DiPietro, set-
ting the stage for Springfield’s
third straight overtime game.

The visitors carried the
play in the extra session with
five of the six shots on net,
but DiPietro fended off each
bid, including a breakaway
effort by Luff. For a third
straight contest, the game
advanced to a shootout. Af-
ter neither team converted on
the netminders in the first two
rounds, Tanner Dickinson fi-
nally elevated a backhander
under the crossbar to give
Springfield the edge. Needing
a goal from John Farinacci to
extend the shootout, the Bru-
ins got just that, as the cent-
erman faked beautifully to

the backhand side and forced
a fourth round.

Alexandrov had his chance
at redemption after coming
up short on a game-winning
attempt on Friday, and the
T-Birds’  jack-of-all-trades
made a magnificent back-
hand-to-forehand maneuver
to beat DiPietro. Tufte was
unsuccessful in his bid to
solve Zherenko in the bottom
of the round, and the T-Birds
completed their comeback
and victory. Zherenko fin-
ished the night with 42 saves
in regulation and overtime,
followed by three saves on
four shootout attempts. In
defeat, DiPietro stopped 31
attempts in 65 minutes before
the shootout.

HOCKEY
FROM PAGE 7

possible for the seniors.”

According to Auburn
hockey coach Glen Bom-
bard, Nathan Dono is the
first Auburn hockey player to
reach 100 career points since
2007.

“I don’t believe we’ve had
a player reach 100 career
points since 2007, so it’s an
awesome accomplished for
Nate,” said Bombard, who’ll
be retiring from coaching at
the end of this season. “He’s
a very hard worker. He plays
on the same line as his old-
er brother, and they feed off
each other. We played very
well in tonight’s game.”

Bombard, who was a goal-
ie when he played for the Au-
burn hockey team, formed a
very good relationship with

LaPlante.

“I've built a very good
bond with coach Bombard,”
LaPlante said. “It’'ll be
strange not having him on
the bench next year, but he
always wants us to do our
best.”

LaPlante is also a catcher
for the Warriors varsity base-
ball team. He normally starts
whenever left-hander Miles
Blake is on the mound.

“I love catching for Miles,”
LaPlante said. “He’s always
working very hard to become
a better pitcher.

At this time next year,
Blake will be playing Di-
vision 1 college baseball at
Northeastern University.

The Tantasqua varsity
baseball coach is Jon Ler-
oux, who was an outstanding
three-sport athlete at Auburn
High School. Marcus Back-

lin, who’s the Warriors AD,
was a member of the Auburn
hockey team when he was in
high school.

The only hockey team
to beat Auburn (17-3-1) on
their home ice this season
was Nashoba Regional, who
pulled out a 5-4 overtime
victory on January 22. The
Rockets then closed out the
regular season with an §-0-1
record. The tie was against
Mansfield, 3-3 at Horgan on
February 8.

Auburn is looking to cap-
ture the state title for the first
time since 1973. They were
also state champions in 1968.

The Rockets took a 1-0
lead against the Panthers (10-
9-2) at 2:09 of the first period
following a goal by McDer-
mott, which was assisted by
senior Aidan Caron.

The Panthers fans, who

made the long trek from the
North Shore, had something
to cheer about when junior
Matt Rice scored a pow-
er-play goal at 8:57 of the
second period.

Laplante, who’s been the
Rockets starting goalie since
he was a freshman, didn’t see
very much action after that,
as he was credited with 14
saves.

Less than a minute later,
Beverly sophomore Anthony
Barror was sent to the box
with a five minute major fol-
lowing a slashing penalty.

With 4:24 left in the sec-
ond period, the Rockets re-
took the lead following a
power-play goal by senior
Landon Connor.

Because it was a major
penalty, Auburn’s power-play
lasted the entire five minutes.

Nathan Dono made a lit-

tle bit of history by scoring a
goal eight seconds later.

“I was skating down the
ice and I saw an opening,” he
said. “I took a shot and scores
a goal. It felt very good.”

Austin Dono added his
name to the scoring column
with a goal with less than
four minutes remaining in
regulation. The goal was as-
sisted by his younger brother
and McDermott.

Connor capped off the
scoring for the Rockets with
an unassisted goal a minute
later.

The Rockets were sched-
uled to host the ninth-seeded
Whitman-Hanson Regional
(14-4-3), who are also nick-
named the Panthers, in the
round of 16, last Saturday
night.

BASEBALL
FROM PAGE 7

ble to pitch in the league.
Your age for eligibility is
whatever age you will turn
in 2025.

The next league board
meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, March 23 at 11:45
a.m. at the Hangar Pub &
Grill in South Hadley. The
league has also scheduled
two open practices on Sun-
day, March 30, and Sun-
day, April 6. Both prac-
tices are scheduled to be
held at Beachgrounds Park
in South Hadley and are
weather-permitting.  The
league website and social
media accounts will have
updates as the preseason
continues.

RAILERS
FROM PAGE 7

hard punches early and got
the building energized.

“That hit by Mabhshie
was the turning point of the
game,” coach Nick Tuzzoli-
no said.

The first 27 1/2 minutes
of the match were wild.
There are next-goal-wins

games, but this was like
next-shot-wins. The teams
traded eight goals in that
span and Worcester chased
Bison goalie Yaniv Perets
after Kopperud made it 4-3
at 2:43 of the second period.

Bloomington tied it at
7:30 on a goal by Jake Mur-
ray, who had a great night at
1-3-4. Kasimir Kaskisuo re-
placed Perets, but Tuzzolino

stuck with Hugo Ollas.

Ollas played shutout
hockey the rest of the way.
Kaskisuo played well, also.
The Railers finally regained
the lead on DeMelis’ goal at
7:24 of the third period then
Anthony Callin hit an empty
net at 18:21.

How did Worcester re-
group and play shutdown
hockey after the early bar-

rage?

“I yelled loudly,” Tuzzoli-
no said.

“We talk about it all the
time. Our biggest flaw as a
team is goals against. If you
look at the numbers, we have
the worst goals-against stat
in our division for the spot
we’re in. If we fix that, were
gonna win games, plain and
simple.

“We have to understand
that if we dont sell the
farm and play systematical-
ly, were gonna beat most
teams.”

The victory allowed
Worcester to be able to con-
trol its fate. If it wins the rest
of its games, it makes the
playoffs no matter what any-
body else does. That is the
math, anyway. The reality is

different, particularly since
the home team faces a tough
schedule.

Worcester plays three at
first place Trois-Rivieres
next week, then three against
third place Norfolk here
from the 13th through the
15th. Both teams can score.
Tuzzolino is hoping he won’t
need a megaphone.

2025 Fly Fishing Expo

Hosted by: Western Mass. Fly Fishermen

Established in 1971

Monday, March 17th
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Speaker at 7:30 p.m.

Ludlow Elks Lodge 69 Chapin Stree, Ludlow, Mass
ADMISSION: $8.00; Free for children under 12 years

Guest Speaker: Harrison Anglers!

We target trout, pike, shad and smallmouth bass on the rivers on
Western Mass and Southern VT.

We’ll focus on our winter fisheries but will discuss our warm
water options as well.

Exhibitors: Fly rod builders, fly fishing/material vendors. Mass
State and Wildlife experts, other related exhibitors, and WMFF
member demonstrating fly tying.

Giant Raffle: Many fishing items, a complete fly-tying kit. Buck-
et raffles for custom tied flies. Door prize is a fly rod combo.

Refreshments/Food for sale

Mention where you saw this advertisement or show your
WMFF membership card and get $1.00 off your admission

BLOOD DRIVE
FROM PAGE 1

Frost’s community service
project as a member of the
school’s National Honor So-
ciety.

“I really liked the idea of
a blood drive,” Frost said. “I
don’t think we’ve done one in
about 11 years.”

Once she settled on the
idea of hosting a blood drive,
Frost reached out to several
blood donation centers and
quickly heard back from the
Rhode Island Blood Center,
which was eager to be in-
volved.

“They set it up quick and
easy,” Frost said. “They were
really great.”

Frost said Rhode Island
Blood Center is a subset of
New York Blood Center and
serves the greater New En-
gland region.

By 2:30 p.m. on the day
of the blood drive, Rhode
Island Blood Center had col-
lected 52 pints of blood from
students, school staff and
members of the community.
Frost said they had 89 people
sign up in advance, which was
just one person shy of the 90
person maximum for the day,
not including walk-ins.

Frost said she also had 18
students sign up to volunteer
during the blood drive; with
each one earning community
service hours.

She said a number of the
student volunteers are inter-
ested in joining the medical
field after graduation and
they were able to receive some
firsthand knowledge from the
nurses on staff with Rhode
Island Blood Center.

“This gave them good in-
sight,” Frost said.

After graduation, Frost

plans to attend college in
New York and study art his-
tory and anthropology.
About Rhode Island Blood
Center

Rhode Island Blood Cen-
ter was founded in 1979 as a
nonprofit community blood
center. For over 40 years, we
have been the primary suppli-
er of blood and blood prod-
ucts to patients being cared
for in hospitals throughout
Rhode Island and the New
England area.

As part of New York
Blood Center Enterprises,
with national reach through
our many divisions, the
Rhode Island Blood Cen-
ter proudly serves as a vital
community lifeline dedicat-
ed to helping patients and
advancing global public
health.

For more information, vis-
it ribc.org.

SOCIAL SECURITY
FROM PAGE 4

Medicare  premium, but
those whose MAGI exceeds
the first IRMAA threshold
above will pay more.

How much more depends
on how much their MAGI
exceeds the first IRMAA
threshold by. The IRMAA
supplement (the addition-
al premium amount) could
be anywhere from $69.90
to $419.30 per month for
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for outpatient services)
or an additional $12.90 to
$81.00 per month to the
Medicare Part D (prescrip-
tion drug plan) premium

- again dependent on how
much over the initial MAGI
threshold the person is for
their IRS filing status. You
can see the MAGI Ilevels
and corresponding IRMAA
supplements by visiting this
Medicare website at www.
cms.gov/newsroom/fact-
sheets/2024-medicare-parts-
b-premiums-and-deduct-
ibles.

IRMAA and MAGI can
be confusing. If people have
questions about their Medi-
care premiums, help is avail-
able by emailing SSadvisor@
amacfoundation.org or call-
ing 1-888-750-2622.

The Association Mature

Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does
not represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the
Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association To
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.orglprograms/
social-security-advisory — or
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor
is a Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The Thrift Store at the George Whitefield United Methodist Church has every-

thing from clothing to books.

TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY

Valley Harp Trio plays for the Winter Farmers Market in West Brookfield.

MARKET SPOTLIGHT
FROM PAGE 1

and even Macedonian.

The variety of vendors
was again in evidence, with
baked goods, crafts, micro-
greens, flowers, honey and
maple syrup along the walls.

As usual, holding togeth-
er the center of the room
was Halley Stillman ably
representing Still Life Farm.

Still Life grows vegeta-
bles and in the cold winter,
that’s not seeds growing up
from the bare ground. Such
farming is a combination of
art and science.

The farm has been using
three high tunnels and an
unheated greenhouse. This
year, thanks to a NCRS
grant, Still Life was able
to put up two new unheat-
ed greenhouses (i.e. “high
tunnels”). With the new in-
frastructure, the farm was
able “to greatly increase the
number of winter greens we
could offer to our customers,
allowing us to bring loads of
greens to our winter farmers
markets, and offer a Winter
Greens CSA Add-on to our
Winter CSA customers.”

Halley characterized it as
“Having winter greens avail-
able on the farm is the equiv-
alent of having raspberries
or tomatoes in the summer,
so this addition was a huge
win for the farm and our
customers!”

One has to agree as cer-
tainly by volume and prob-
ably weight, Still Life Farm
has the most product at the
market.

Spring is now almost

upon us and seasonal plant-
ing must happen soon with
trays of thousands of seed-
lings. It’s serious business
that began when her hus-
band, Curtis purchased the
farm in 2010, and Halley
came on board in 2014. Son
Kip and border collies round
out the team.

The farm is in the idyllic
town of Hardwick as Hal-
ley called it and who would
gainsay that.

It is a lovely town, but as
a farming “community,” it is
productive and home to the
Farmers Guild of Hardwick.
The Guild was formed some
years ago, and the Stillmans
were part of the impetus.

According to Halley,
“The grass-roots non-profit
was started to bring aware-
ness of the importance of
farming and farmland in
Massachusetts, with an em-
phasis on Hardwick and
her surrounding commu-
nities. A ton of local food
for Massachusetts is being
grown, raised and produced
right here in Hardwick and
the surrounding communi-
ties. Our desire is to bring
attention to that farming en-
deavor and encourage people
to love and cherish it as much
as the farmers do. Keep sup-
porting your local farms, eat
local, and protect the small
amount of farmland that is
still available here in Massa-
chusetts. Keeping it local en-
sures we have a strong local
food system to depend on all
the time.”

Thus, the devotion to
farming and to the town is
strong. Both Still Life Farm
and Farmers Guild

of Hardwick have in-
formative and active
websites that reflect
that and are worth
visiting.

So is the Winter
Market with the last
day coming soon on
March 12.

Garlic is ready to plant at
Still Life Farm.

- community -
Thrift Store offers bargains for all

WEST BROOKFIELD -
The George Whitefield Unit-
ed Methodist Church in West
Brookfield opened a Thrift
Store in June 2023 which of-
fers low-cost children’s and
adult clothing and shoes,
household goods, home dé-
cor, books, toys, etc. to the
community on the first and
third Saturdays of the month.

The Thrift Store, started
by a dedicated group of vol-
unteers, has expanded since
its opening in size and hours
of operation, and has proven
popular with the communi-
ty, as well as supporting the
church’s ministry and mis-
sions.

Efforts are made to up-
date inventory regularly and
secasonally as new merchan-
dise comes in, so that there
are always new bargains to
discover, whether you are a
regular customer or visiting
for the first time. Donations
of gently used clothing for
the current or upcoming sea-
son and household items in
good condition are always
in demand and much appre-
ciated.

Hours of operation are
the first and third Saturdays
of each month, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
at George Whitefield United
Methodist Church, 33 West
Main St. (Route 9), West
Brookfield. For more infor-
mation or to arrange a time
to drop off donations, you
may call Jane Dolan at 508-
867-5571.

The Thrift Store has a large selection of coats.

The Thrift Store offers a variety of different style shoes.

New
Braintree
Library holds

story time

NEW BRAINTREE -
Story time will be held Mon-
day, March 17 at 9 a.m. at
the New Braintree Public Li-
brary, 45 Memorial Drive.

The March 17 program
for preschoolers focuses on
St. Patrick’s Day. The read-
ings will include “The Night
Before St. Patrick’s Day” by
Natasha Wing and “Pete the
Cat, The Great Leprechaun
Chase” by James Dean. Pa-
rental supervision is required
for this reading and crafts
program. People may call
the library at 508-867-7650
during regular business hours
for more information.

Doolin Lads
return to library
on March 13

WEST BROOKFIELD -
The Merriam-Gilbert Public
Library in West Brookfield is
pleased to welcome the return
of the Doolin Lads on Thurs-
day, March 13 at 6:30 p.m.

This St. Patrick’s Day
tradition features tradition-
al Irish music and is spon-
sored by the Friends of the
Library. Please contact the
Library by calling 508-867-
1410 to register.

Quabbin Regional School District

Should be YOUR CHOICE for School Choice.

Quabbin Regional Middle High School is hosting a
Prospective Middle
and High School Students

School Choice Open House for Grades 6-12
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12" 6:00 - 8:00 PM

The night will feature information on:

Corps (NJROTC)

internships

+ IB (International Baccalaureate) World
School Diploma Programme

+ AP (Advanced Placement) Courses

+ Comprehensive World Languages
including American Sign Language
+ Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training

+ Opportunities for paid & unpaid

+ Athletics, Clubs and Activities

+ Innovation Pathways Program including
Advanced Manufacturing, Information

Technology and Business & Finance

+ Rich STEM offerings including robotics,
biotechnology, cybersecurity, Project Lead

The Way, horticulture

+ Award winning performing and visual arts
programs including music, drama, arts,
video production and digital design

Quabbin Regional Middle/High School
800 South Street, Barre, MA 01005 978-355-4668

To schedule a campus visit or for more information please visit our

website: WWW.qrsd.org
OR EMAIL: schoolchoice@qgrsd.org

EOE: Quabbin Regional School District’s Policy of nondiscrimination will extend to students, staff, the general public and individuals with whom it does

Families new to
Quabbin please

Jessica Bennett, Executive
Assistant to the Superintendent

jbennett@qrsd.org

R.S.V.P. to

(978) 355-4668 ext. 8500

business; and will apply to race, color, national background, religion, sex, disability, economic status, political party, age, handicap, sexual orientation,
gender identity, homelessness and other human differences.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes
guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2+xxxxxx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting, ~ fishing,
signs, and more Donald Roy (860)
874-8396

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON'

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured.
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician,
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors,
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION

FADER’S FITNESS
“We can always work something out.”

Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and
static exercise. Fully certified in personal
training and nutrition and insured in the
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL’'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

BUY
LOCALLY

Suppoht. ouh ¢o !

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200.
Quality work. References available. Dave
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

BW ROOFING
Insured, 10 years experience.
Free estimates.
413-727-9846.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TAX TIME!

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-B4B8B-2279

==
5 E £ S
==

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CASH
JUN

AND REPA

CA

OR

ABLE

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

Executive Director for
Community Survival Center
in Indian Orchard
Resume and references to
survivalcenterio@gmail.com
Need experience in Management,
Public Outreach, and Social Media
Four-day work week; 5 weeks vacation; 5
days sick/personal time; holidays
$60,000 salary

LOCAL TREE SERVICE looking for
climber and ground person.

Must have driver’s license in good standing.
Call 413-507-1949.

Ll

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!

Call 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ ) I

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Basg price
21 Beiamse | 22 Bgaron| 23 i e Bt
25 Besnny | 26 Sgnan| 27 Been| 28 B0
29 Besgaos | 30 Ssgaron| 31 Bsgin| 32 ]
33 Bt | 34 Sserron| 38 Beimany| 38 ]
37 Bgsags | 38 Sestmon| 39 Besimnn| 40 B
Name: Phone:

Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X perweek rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv

Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

SPRINGFIELD

Call us at 413.283.8393

Worthington Police
Department
Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time
Police Officer.

Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess
a valid driver’s license. They should also
have a high school diploma/GED, license
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts
Municipal Police Training Committee and
be POST certified.

This is a benefited position with a salary
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.

The successful candidate shall be highly
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or
near Worthington.

This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief.

Send letter of interest, resume and
three references with relevant
contact information to:
Worthington Police Department
P.0. Box 247
Worthington, MA 01098
Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us
Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed
until the position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

turleynews

TurleyPublications

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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- public safety -

New Braintree Police Log

During the weeks of Feb.
17-March 3, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 27
building/property checks, 34
directed/area patrols, four
radar assignments, three
traffic controls, three emer-
gency 911 calls, two motor
vehicle accidents, six safety
hazards, three citizen assists,
two assist other agencies, one
complaint, one fire/illegal
burn, three animal calls and
six motor vehicle stops in the
town of New Braintree.

Monday, Feb. 17

11:24 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Barre Road, Officer Handled

3:24 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Barre Road, Taken/Referred
to Other Agency

4:06 p.m. 911 Disabled
Motor Vehicle, Unitas Road,
Services Rendered

9:07 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Tucker Road, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency

Tuesday, Feb. 18

2:22 p.m. 911 Motor Ve-
hicle Accident, Barre Road,
Report Taken

3:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, Barr Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

3:35 p.m. Assault, Memo-
rial Drive, Report Taken

Wednesday, Feb. 19

12:27 p.m. Scam, Old
Common Road, Unknown
Outcome

3:21 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Memorial Drive, Officer
Handled

Friday, Feb. 21

7:33 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Hardwick Road, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency

10:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Hardwick Road, Writ-
ten Warning

11:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Ware Road, Written
Warning

3:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle

Stop, Hardwick Road, Writ-
ten Warning

Saturday, Feb. 22
11:15 a.m. Suspicious Ac-
tivity, Unitas Road, Report
Taken

Monday, Feb. 24
4:22 p.m. Serve Warrant,
Out of Town, Arrest(s)
Made

Tuesday, Feb. 25
I:11 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Memorial Drive,
Officer Handled

Wednesday, Feb. 26

8:13 am. Complaint,
Ware Road, Taken/Referred
to Other Agency

4:06 p.m. 911 Welfare
Check, Moore Road, Officer
Handled

6:31 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Memorial Drive, Officer
Handled

East Brookfield Police Log

During the weeks of Jan.
20-Feb. 9, the East Brook-
field Police Department re-
sponded to 393 building/
property checks, 175 directed
area patrols, 19 traffic con-
trols, 17 radar assignments,
32 emergency 911 calls, 12
citizen assists, six assist oth-
er agencies, four complaints,
two frauds, four motor vehi-
cle accidents, one firelillegal
burn, six safety hazards, one
threat, one animal call and
53 motor vehicle stops in the
town of East Brookfield.

Monday, Jan. 20

7:03 a.m. 911 Motor Ve-
hicle Accident, East Main
Street, Vehicle Towed

5:26 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Officer
Handled

6:18 p.m. 911 Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations,
Route 49, Transferred Call
to C3

7:55 pm. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, East Main
Street, Services Rendered

Tuesday, Jan. 21
3:02 am. 911 Medical
Emergency, Podunk Road,
Services Rendered
9:24 am. 911 Medical
Emergency, Prospect Street,
Transferred to Hospital

Wednesday, Jan. 22

11:13 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Route 49, Taken/Referred to
Other Agency

12 pm. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Officer
Handled

3:12 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, North Brookfield
Road, Officer Handled

3:41 p.m. Investigation,
East Main Street, Investi-
gated

Thursday, Jan. 23

9:45 am. 911 Medical
Emergency, Bridge Street,
Transported to Hospital

11:51 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Dunn Brook Road,
Spoken To

6:14 pm. Fraud, Park
Street, Officer Handled

8:07 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield
Road, Citation Issued

9:45 p.m. 911 Disabled
Motor Vehicle, Howe Street,
Vehicle Towed

Friday, Jan. 24
11:13 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield
Road, Citation Issued
2:12 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Officer
Handled
4 pm. 911 Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations,
Pond Road, Citation Issued

Saturday, Jan. 25

10:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Mechanic Street, Writ-
ten Warning

11:59 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Bridge Street,
Transported to Hospital

12:23 p.m. Investigation,
North Street, Gone On Ar-
rival

2:27 pam. Assist Other
Agency, East Main Street,
Services Rendered

Sunday, Jan. 26
12:53 a.m. 911 Hang-
up/Abandoned, East Main
Street, Services Rendered
3:58 a.m. 911 Medical

Emergency, Harrington
Lane, Transported to Hos-
pital

12:46 pm. Fire/lllegal
Burn, Oakland Drive, Inves-
tigated

Monday, Jan. 27

6:11 a.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, North Brookfield
Road, Citation Issued

9:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Accident, West Sturbridge
Road, Transferred Call to
C3

1:01 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Route 49, Services
Rendered

5:15 p.m. Fraud, Connie
Mack Drive, Officer Han-
dled

Tuesday, Jan. 28

1:27 p.m. Assist Citizen,
South Pond Road, Dispatch
Handled

3:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

4:47 pm. Assist Other
Agency, Hodgkins Drive,
Spoken To

6:50 p.m. Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations,
Route 49, Taken/Referred to
Other Agency

Wednesday, Jan. 29

2:33 a.m. Parking Com-
plaint, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

8:36 am. 911 Medical
Emergency, Flagg Road,
Transported to Hospital

11:38 a.m. Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations,
Gulf Staton, Transferred
Call to C3

3:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Podunk Road, Cita-
tion Issued

4:38 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Podunk Road,
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Jan. 30

3:31 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Stone Road, Trans-
ported to Hospital

5:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

5:53 pm. 911 Assist Cit-
izen, East Main Street, Re-

port Taken

Friday, Jan. 31

5:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Howe Street, Citation
Issued

3:06 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Park Street, Taken/Referred
to Other Agency

9:17 p.m. Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations,
Route 49, Services Rendered

Saturday, Feb. 1

1:45 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Town Wide, Taken/Referred
to Other Agency

2:41 p.m. 911 Motor Ve-
hicle Accident, West Stur-
bridge Road, Vehicle Towed

3:40 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Oakwood Drive, Removed
Hazard

Sunday, Feb. 2

8:50 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Flagg Road,
Transported to Hospital

1:11 p.m. 911 Assist Citi-
zen, North Brookfield Road,
Services Rendered

2:52 pm. 911 Medical
Emergency, Howe Street,
Transported to Hospital

11:23 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Howe Street,
Negative Contact

Monday, Feb. 3

6:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

1:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Route 49, Citation Is-
sued

2:33 pm. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, Baker Hill
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

Tuesday, Feb. 4

8:16 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Unknown Location, Officer
Handled

8:20 a.m. Suspicious Ac-
tivity, Bay Path Road, Inves-
tigated

9:02 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Officer
Handled

7:14 p.m. 911 Safety Haz-
ard, Haywood Drive, Ser-
vices Rendered

Wednesday, Feb. 5
10:23 pm. 911 Medical
Emergency, North Stur-
bridge Road, Transported to
Hospital

Thursday, Feb. 6

4:30 p.m. Assist Oth-
er Agency, Connie Mack
Drive, Servies Rendered

4:58 p.m. Assist Citizen,
North Brookfield Road, Of-
ficer Handled

9:53 p.m. 911 Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations,
Route 49, Taken/Referred to
Other Agency

Friday, Feb. 28

12:28 p.m. Disabled Mo-
tor  Vehicle, Gilbertville
Road, Vehicle Towed

5:19 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Gilbertville Road, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency

5:17 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Ware Road, Dis-
patch Handled

Saturday, March 1
7:38 p.m. Safety Hazard,
West Road, Services Ren-
dered

Sunday, March 2
6:32 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Gilbertville Road, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency
11:22  pm. Fire/lllegal
Burn, Old Common Road,
Services Rendered

Friday, Feb. 7

6:54 a.m. 911 Motor
Vehicle Accident, Podunk
Road, Report Taken

7 am. Safety Hazard,
Podunk Road, Taken/Re-
ferred to Other Agency

8:58 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Ser-
vices Rendered

9:49 a.m. 911 Disabled
Motor  Vehicle, Podunk
Road, Services Rendered

2:15 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Officer
Handled

4:18 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Officer
Handled

8:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Ci-
tation Issued

Saturday, Feb. 8
12:30 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Faith Drive,
Transported to Hospital
1:13 a.m. 911 Threat,
Flagg Road, Spoken To

Sunday, Feb. 9

12:32  pm. Medical
Emergency, Podunk Road,
Transported to Hospital

1:11 pm. 911 Medical
Emergency, Draper Road,
Transported to Hospital

3:26 pm. 911 Medical
Emergency, Adams Road,
Services Rendered

WEST BROOKFIELD
— On Feb. 16, the West
Brookfield Police Depart-
ment responded to a report
of shots fired at a Lake
Street residence.

Fortunately, the victim
was not struck.

As part of an ongoing
investigation, West Brook-
field Police Department
is asking for the public’s
help. They are looking for
information about an old-
er-model green Chevrolet
pickup truck that was in
the area of Cottage Street,
Lake Street, and Wick-
aboag Valley Road around
2:50 p.m. on Feb. 16.

At this point in the in-
vestigation, police believe
but cannot yet confirm that
the weapon used may have
been a BB or airsoft gun.

Police seek information
about shooting incident

Additionally, police have
not been able to confirm
whether this incident was
a random act, targeted for
other reasons, or related to
the victim’s political views.

The West Brookfield
Police Department is also
aware that a neighboring
community  experienced
a similar incident on the
same date, and they are
actively working to deter-
mine if there is any con-
nection between the two
cases.

If you live in the area
and have road-facing se-
curity cameras, please
check your footage from
that time. If you captured
images of what may be
the suspect vehicle, please
send them to CCulver@
Whbrookfield.com.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Quabbin

41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The ap?rtment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry

facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

Our advertisers make
this publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Quaboag Current

Nat Falk offers best men’s
clothing for 88 years

Customer Service The Way It Should Be
for 88 Years
All at Pric Yow'll
Pay in a Department Store
FORMALWEAR SALES & RENTALS
YOUR DESTINATION FOR WEDDING, PROM
OR ANY FORMAL OCCASION.
Top Brand Clothing from bea

cad 10 toe
AN HEUSEN SHIRTS TO FLORSHEIM SHOES

YOUR CARHARTT WORKMAN
HEADQUARTERS AT
EVERYDAY GREAT PRICES!

KNOWLEDGABLE SALES HELP
ATERATIONS AT FREE OR LTTLE COST

NAT FALK

64 Main Street, Ware © 967-6721

F
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THE JOURNAL REGISTER

& WARE RIVER NEWS

is offering our local businesses
an opportunity to advertise at a reduced rate!

* Business profile - 250 words
* Photo - yourself, employees or building
* Advertisement - 3 column x 6"

ALL FOR ONLY 3275

This special section will run in the April 3rd issue
of The Journal Register & The Ware River News.

Ad deadline: March 19, 2025

Quarter page ad with story (4.75"x8") $275
Half page ad with story (9.75"x8") $460
Full page ad with story (9.75"x15.75") $650

Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com
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Historical Commission announces 2025 scholarship

WEST BROOKFIELD —
The West Brookfield Histor-
ical Commission is pleased
to announce its 2025, 14th
annual scholarship in the
amount of $2,000.

Qualified students must
reside in West Brookfield
and may attend Quaboag
Regional High School, or

be school-choice students,
home schooled students,
and independent school stu-
dents.

This award is made possi-
ble through the J. Irving and
Jane L. England Charitable
Trust.

Application criteria

The students must be

BEAT THE PRIGE INGREASES!!!

DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!

VOTED #1 APPLIANGE STORE
IN WORGESTER COUNTY
4 YEARS IN A ROW!!!

PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!!

WHITCO TOY & BIKE ¢ = E- /=
12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 508' 885' 93 43

. www.whitcosales.com
0% FINANCING Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

planning to attend either a
four-year college/universi-
ty program or a two-year
college with the intent to a
transfer to a four-year col-
lege. The commission will
show preference to study
plans with concentration
on history and history-re-
lated areas. Major or mi-

nors may include political
science, social studies, an-
thropology, archaeology,
historical preservation, mu-
seum studies, and educa-
tion in any of these related
fields.

Applicants must submit
a brief essay based on one
of the Notable Persons or

Significant Places listed on
the application. All nec-
essary information will be
found on the West Brook-
field Historical Commis-
sion website. http://west-
brookfield.org.

Essays are due no later
than April 11 by email to
info@westbrookfield.org

or mail to West Brookfield
Historical Commission,
P.O. Box 372, West Brook-
field, MA 01585.

The application and de-
tails can be found on the
Historical Commission
website- http://westbrook-
field.org.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

?0504 ) WE HA BUYING OR SELLING....

NEW LISTING $449,900
119 East Rd., Warren MA

Impeccable

BRAND NEW

CONSTRUCTION!

This charming Ranch

home offers single-lev-

el living with 3 beds, 2 baths, central air, and a delight-
ful open floor plan. Upgraded kitchen with granite
countertops, a center island, and new appliances.
Enchanting wood flooring in the main living area, first-
floor laundry hook-ups, and a cozy composite deck for
relaxation. Luxurious primary bedroom with an en-suite
bath. The partially finished walkout basement provides
ample living space for an additional bedroom or a
family room. Town water/sewer, completion set for
mid-June. Do not let this gem slip away - schedule your
viewing today and step into your new charming abode!

SAVE 99
VE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! UP TO sz 4
40% /each
www.PostRoadRealty.com s 99 NAPA Full
JUST REDUCED $469,900 Synthetic
129 East Rd., Warren, MA /each ngh Mileage
Introducing this
exceptoal brad rew NAPA Full £
construction, which 3 ) )
boasts three bedrooms synthetl_c
and two ful baths, with Motor 0il save $Sha29
a custom kitchen that Jeach
features a 6oot sand, 5 qt. OW20, 5W30, 5W20,10W30 UP IO eacl
brand new stainless 1 gt. OW20, 5W30, 10W30, 5W30,
appliances, and quartz countertops. Notable fea- $49/egach 5v(\q/20_1()w30 43 A’ 5W20

tures include a generous living room, a formal dining

room, a composite deck overlooking the backyard,
second-floor laundry, and a large main bedroom with
dual closets. Additional features include central air, a
2-car garage, ample storage, town water, and sewer.
This house is ready for immediate occupancy, and we
can facilitate a swift closing process.

NAPA AUTO PARTS
d WAREWEST BROOKFIELD

i

Cassie Paolucci

774-200-3523

Follow us on

175 West St., Ware
413-967-5121 » 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St. 117 West Main St.,
(Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield  508-867-9947
413-323-7661 © 323-9296  Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

GILBERTVILLE/HARDWICK MULTI FAMILY $249,000

Looking for an investment property?

This is a great opportunity with lots of

possibilities if you are ready to bring your

skills to make this 2 family shine again.

Sold in strictly as-is condition this home

will be a great owner occupied or rental

property. Each unit has kitchen and living

room on the first floor and 2 bedrooms on the 2nd floor. Unit # 33
has a bath with a shower stall on the 1st floor.

CENTURY 21 Century 21 North East dorrinda@C21Lovett.com

North Eaet 1060 Main St., Spencer 1-978-434-1990

A WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

WINTER IS COMING!

BULK ROAD SALT e BULK TREATED SALT
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND e SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

Construction Stone ¢ Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand ¢ Preshy Sand e Concrete Sand
Stone Dust ¢ Crushed Gravel e Cold Patch

Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
98 North Spencer Road,
Route 31N, Spencer, MA
m/ 508-885-6100
508-885-2480
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt e
www.bondsandandgravel.com
74&\ enture fours of Warren A8
\l rc "~; cnturcw e A 777/ \
SPormgal & ‘fts ‘Islands!
September 12 26, 2025

May 23 ......... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise...... from $1699

June 10-12....Hampton Beach Getaway.............. $529
June 28......... Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise.......... $175
July 12.......... Escape to Rockport......................... $110
July 26........ Perkins Cove for a Day.................. $110

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Py o e

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

A2WANainiStree tIR0IBoxA47JBrookfieldMA01506;

(Cell:{508232128299)

SearchlHomes}Instantlyahttp:/wwwilisacaronfcom|

B
Country Canine

KENNELS

I
Boarding,
Grooming, Daycare

& Boarding starting at $40 a night
& Daycare starting at $26 a day

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Spring into action

and give me a call

or check out my website
www.lisacaron.com

OVIR 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

< Every Wednesday

I 23 Summer Street 508-637-1577
18211;85 IanIT j North Brookfield Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm !
Froa P ; MA 01535 Sun.9am-2pm |
ree ) |
% Every Friday 1 ‘:‘ COFFEE |
TOO GOOD TO TOSS I < GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS I
8am-9am I + BREAKFAST SANDWICHES I
Free baked goodies I <« SOUPS |
from the week I .+ COOKIES I
while supplies last! 1
. < MUFFINS |
Limits may apply. I
< PASTRIES |
< Future Events | I
Contact us to pl u . .
M il L : Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage |

508-637-1577

with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am |

'BUYLINE
CONNECTION

3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette

& Quaboag Current

\0ver16,000copiesoPrintseveryThursday FULL COLOR INCLUDED! €= )

Special Ad Size Pricing _—

3"x1"...only $33 Contact

3" x1.5" only $48 Dan Flynn
3"x2"..only $66  413-297-5886
3" x2.5" only $82 dflynn@turley.com
3" x3"...only $99

HANNA'S ON MAIN

Restaurant ¢ Bar ¢ Catering

91

OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY
Lunch and Dinner
SUNDAY

Breakfast,

413-277-0009

Main Street Ware, MA 01082

Live
Entertainment
Every

Lunch and Dinner Friday Night




