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Editor’s note: The Quaboag 
Current will regularly feature 
a spotlight story on different 
farmers market vendors. Learn 
about the people that bring food 
and locally sourced items to 
your community.

Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Early afternoon, Wednesday, 
Jan. 29 saw a vigorous snow 
squall descend on West Brook-
field. 

As quickly as we started to 
think, “boy, are we in for I,” it 
was over and the sun returned, 
though slightly overcast. The 
temperature moderated and it 
was going to be a wonderful 
afternoon to mosey on down 
to the Winter Farmers’ Mar-
ket at The First Congregation-
al Church, 36 North Main St. 
from 3-6 p.m.

There was something a bit 
different this Wednesday. Joy 
Hinton, impresario of Joy of 
Beans Coffee, is the manager 
of the market and has provid-
ed vendors and shoppers with 
a variety of recorded music, 
mostly great jazz.

On the 29th Heavygrass 
came to play. It was the string 
duo of Ron Garceau and Jeff  
Robbins entertaining the shop-
pers. we moved around the 
market, and as is typical on 
Wednesday, the usual suspects 
were present. One could pro-
cure delicious foods and vege-
tables from our region.

Across the hall from the en-
trance and back again for an-
other year at the Winter Farm-
ers Market is Kelly Homestead 
Apiary. It is wonderful to have 
beekeepers at a market, but 
that is only the start of what 
this operation located in Charl-

Market Spotlight

An apiary from Charlton and a bakery from Monson

Faith and Ginger are shown at the Kelly Homestead Apiary table. TURLEY PHOTO BY RICHARD MURPHY

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
The Merriam-Gilbert Public 
Library in West Brookfield 
hosted an art exhibit featuring 
the work of Christpher Bowen. 

Bowen, who lives in West 
Brookfield, had some of his 
art showcased at the library 
throughout the month of Jan-
uary and displayed an interest-
ing form of art. Bowen’s art-
work comes in the form of the 

Library hosts 
artwork by 
Christopher 
Bowen

By Abby McCoy
Correspondent

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
After more than 70 years of 
serving seafood lovers, The 
Clam Box is back, with a new 
location and a vibrant new 
look that promises to keep the 
restaurant’s beloved legacy 
alive for many years to come. 

Cindy and Tim Dugas, the 
dynamic couple behind the 
family-owned restaurant, cel-
ebrated the grand reopening 
of The Clam Box on Jan. 28, 
marking an exciting new chap-
ter for this iconic Massachu-
setts eatery.

The move to a new location 
was driven by a combination 

of renovation challenges and 
property line issues at the old 
building. The Dugas family 
discovered discrepancies in the 
property boundaries that cut 
through their parking lot, com-
plicating the restaurant’s future 
in the original space. 

“We chose to change the 
building to add another 75 
years onto the business’s life,” 
Cindy Dugas said, emphasizing 
the importance of ensuring the 
restaurant’s longevity.

Thankfully, a solution pre-
sented itself  just down the 
road. The owners of EB Flatts, 
a nearby restaurant, were look-
ing to retire and approached 
the Dugas family with an offer 

The Clam Box grand 
reopening goes swimmingly

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Superintendent Timothy 
McCormick presented the pro-
posed fiscal year 2026 operat-
ing budget to the School Com-
mittee.

“This is the first draft,” Mc-
Cormick said at the Jan. 27 
meeting. “This is a like a draft 
budget that will evolve.”

To develop the proposed 
budget, McCormick said he 
followed three guiding princi-
ples, including budget accura-
cy and transparency, inclusive 

Superintendent presents 
proposed FY 26 school budget

The Clam Box has officially opened at its new location at the former EB Flatts restau-
rant. TURLEY PHOTO BY ABBY MCCOY

An acrylic on cardstock portrait called 
“Elaine 1” which Christopher Bowen 
admitted took him several tries to try to 
match the rendering of the human face. 
TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

See MARKET   I   PAGE 12

See ARTWORK   I   PAGE 8 See CLAM BOX   I   PAGE 12

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – Last 
Tuesday morning, the Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce 

hosted its Chamber Break-
fast at Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown, with guest speak-
er Peter Banko, president and 
CEO of Baystate Health.

Baystate Health President and CEO Peter Banko was the guest speaker at the Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce’s breakfast held at Christopher Heights of Belchertown on 
Jan. 28. TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE

Quaboag Hills chamber hosted 
Baystate CEO at breakfast

See BUDGET   I   PAGE 6

See BREAKFAST   I   PAGE 6

NEW YEARNEW LOOK
Same Local News. Same Local Stories.Same Local Advertisers.

Are You Ready?

Coming next weekComing next week
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The deadline to submit a guess in the Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Association North Pond Ice-Out Contest is Feb. 13. SUBMITTED PHOTO

2025 North Pond Ice-Out Contest is underway
BROOKFIELD – As winter lingers, an-

ticipation for spring grows, and with it comes 
the 2025 North Pond Ice-Out Contest, host-
ed by the Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake As-
sociation.

It’s time to have a little bit of fun at na-
ture’s expense and predict when you think 
the ice will melt enough to send Norponda-
pus, the QQLA lake monster, back into 
North Pond.

After a couple of false starts in previous 
years due to lack of ice, QQLA’s legendary 
Norpondapus has finally taken its place on 
the frozen surface of North Pond near the 
Quaboag boat ramp. When the ice weak-
ens enough for the lake monster to break 
through, its fall will trigger a timing mech-
anism that will officially mark the “ice-out” 
moment – and determine the contest’s win-
ners.

The general public is invited to predict 
the exact date and time when Norpondapus 
will make its descent. The contestant whose 
guess is closest – without exceeding the actu-
al recorded time –will claim first place, win-
ning 30% of the proceeds. Additional prizes 

will be awarded to second and third place 
winners, earning 20% and 10% of proceeds, 
respectively. 

Prizes will grow depending on the number 
of entrants. 

The remaining 40% of proceeds will bene-
fit the Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Associ-
ation’s mission of preserving and protecting 
the quality of the two lakes (better known as 
North and South Ponds) and the surround-
ing watershed through the promotion of re-
sponsible, effective, environmental policies.

Entries must be submitted no later than 
11:59 p.m. on Feb. 13. The official ice-out 
period runs from Feb. 15 to April 13, and 
only one ticket is available for each unique 
15-minute time interval. Each guess costs $5 
per interval, and there is no limit to the num-
ber of guesses a participant can purchase.

To enter, participants can visit qqla.org/
ice-out to select their chosen date and time. 
After choosing a “Golden Ticket” for a spe-
cific date, entrants will use a dropdown menu 
to pick a 15-minute interval, provide their 
contact information, and finalize their entry 
through the online shopping cart.

Will you be the one to predict when Nor-
pondapus takes the plunge? Get your entry 
in before the Feb. 13 deadline and join in on 
the fun. For additional information and full 
contest rules, visit the Quaboag Quacum-
quasit Lake Association website at qqla.org 
or email event chair, Bill Seabourne at billc-
born@gmail.com. 

PALMER – The Quaboag Hills Chamber 
of Commerce, the non-profit organization that 
promotes business and development within sur-
rounding communities of Hampden, Hampshire, 
and Worcester counties, has announced its Hand-
bag & Hand Tool Bingo Night fundraiser.  

The event will take place on Friday, March 21 
at AMVETS Post 74 in Three Rivers. The Cham-
ber will produce 10 exciting bingo rounds, each 
with a grand prize featuring one of seven design-
er handbags or one of three premium tools up 
for grabs.

“The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce 
is thrilled to provide a fun filled and inclusive 
night out for all, while highlighting local busi-
nesses who sponsor the grand prizes,” said James 
Przypek, Chief Executive Officer for the Quabo-
ag Hills Chamber of Commerce. “The Cham-
ber was poised to launch its first bingo event in 
2020 until COVID related gathering restrictions 
caused the Chamber to postpone its plans, which 
has given us a chance to regroup and put together 
an even bigger and better event than originally 
planned.”  

Tickets can be purchased on QHMA.com. The 
registration fee is $40 per person and includes 10 
bingo cards, bingo dauber, delicious snack plat-
ters, bonus raffle ticket and a cash bar.

Proceeds from the bingo event will benefit the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce and its 
on-going mission to assist its more than two-hun-
dred member businesses succeed and grow with 
programs and initiatives throughout the year.

About the Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce

Established in 1978 and headquartered in 
Palmer, the Quaboag Hills Chamber of Com-
merce’s purpose is to advance economic growth, 
interests and tourism for our members through 
policies, programs and development in the 
Quaboag Hills region, including the 15 towns of 
Belchertown, Brimfield, Brookfield, East Brook-
field, Hardwick, Holland, Monson, New Brain-
tree, North Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer, Wales, 
Ware, Warren and West Brookfield.

QHMA invites public to 
Bingo Night fundraiser

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Quaboag
Current
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$225

$369

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

KAYEM BUDDABALL
PIT HAM SMOKED ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN .......................
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .......................

$199
lb

$194

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SHOULDER
PICNIC ...................................

$149

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
ALL VARIETIES ................

$277

lb

USDA GOVT ISNP FROZEN

PORK SPARERIBS TWIN PACK 
(FREE SWEET BABY RAY’S 
BBQ SAUCE WITH PURCHASE)

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF
TENDERLOINS

$999
lb

CUT 
FREE

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

SALE DATES: 2/6/25-2/12/25SALE DATES: 2/6/25-2/12/25

BIG GAME SIZE SAVINGS!BIG GAME SIZE SAVINGS!

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIB EYE

STEAKS

lb

lb

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$644
lb

BEEF 
STRIP LOIN

USDA INSP. 
STORE MADE FROZEN

20 COUNT BOX20 COUNT BOX

$1569
lb

80% LEAN GROUND
HAMBURG PATTIES

$555

$1899

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ......

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG 
USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST 

$191
lb

$161

USDA INSP.

MEATBALLS
FULLY COOKED 5 LB BAG ...

$1299

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
PARTY CUT
CHICKEN WINGS 3 LB BAG . $599

ea

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA .....

lb

ea

ea

ea

$799
USDA GOVT INSP FRESH

SHAVED STEAK
(FREE PACKAGE BERNADINO’S 
ROLLS 6PK WITH PURCHASE) lb

BIG CITY SHOWDOWN! 

$899
lb

CUT 
FREE

WHOLE 
OR 

HALF

$1999
lb

3 OZ3 OZ 4 OZ4 OZ

SUPER 
GAME SAVINGS 

-VERSUS-

KANSAS CITY

PHILADELPHIA

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

WEST BROOKFIELD – The West 
Brookfield Historical Commission 
is pleased to announce its 2025, 14th 
annual scholarship in the amount of 
$2,000. 

Qualified students must reside 
in West Brookfield and may attend 
Quaboag Regional High School, or be 
school-choice students, home schooled 
students, and independent school stu-
dents.

This award is made possible through 
the J. Irving and Jane L. England Char-
itable Trust. 

Application criteria
The students must be planning to at-

tend either a four-year college/university 
program or a two-year college with the 
intent to a transfer to a four-year col-
lege. The commission will show prefer-
ence to study plans with concentration 

on history and history-related areas. 
Major or minors may include political 
science, social studies, anthropology, ar-
chaeology, historical preservation, mu-
seum studies, and education in any of 
these related fields.

Applicants must submit a brief essay 
based on one of the Notable Persons or 
Significant Places listed on the applica-
tion. All necessary information will be 
found on the West Brookfield Historical 
Commission website. http://westbrook-
field.org.

Essays are due no later than April 
11 by email to info@westbrookfield.
org or mail to West Brookfield Histor-
ical Commission, P.O. Box 372, West 
Brookfield, MA 01585.

The application and details can be 
found on the Historical Commission 
website- http://westbrookfield.org.

Historical Commission 
announces 2025 scholarship

It may have taken us a while, but 
we’re delighted to have hired a capable, 
energetic, and well-rounded Library Di-
rector, Lia Tulip. 

Lia grew up in Somerville, a city 4-5 
miles northwest of Boston. 

As a young girl, she was an avid 
reader. She was particu-
larly drawn to children’s 
historical fiction. As little 
kids often do, Lia thought 
about what she wanted to 
be when she grew up. 

Her first thought was 
that she would like to be a 
paleontologist. She had a 
really nice dinosaur collec-
tion, headlined by “Steg-
gy,” her pet stegosaurus. 
Then, after a visit to a 
local museum with mum-
mies, tombs, and pyra-
mids, Lia decided to be an 
Egyptologist so she could 
study everything related 
with Egypt. 

Next, she considered 
becoming a cardiologist. She loved 
looking at books that showed how the 
human body worked. This may have 
been encouraged by Lia’s accompany-
ing her grandmother to many medical 
appointments.

Once Lia began her high school 
years, she was drawn to theater. Her 
love of theater still burns brightly today. 

She participated in track and field 
events, specializing in running sprints 
and throwing the javelin. Despite her 
busy schedule, Lia worked at the Somer-
ville Public Library as a new book pro-
cessor. She discovered that she enjoyed 
working with young adults, in particu-
lar. 

Perhaps this job kindled a keen inter-
est in public libraries that would grow 
over the next several years. 

Lia began her undergraduate educa-

tion at Emmanuel College in Boston. 
At first, she was unsure about what 
she wanted to pursue. She began to 
study journalism, but soon decided that 
wasn’t for her. 

Lia knew that she loved theater and 
books, so she switched her focus to writ-

ing and literature with a 
concentration in theater 
arts. Lia flourished. She 
participated in acting and 
costume design while on 
campus. As a senior, she 
directed the college play, 
“The Importance of Be-
ing Earnest”.

For the past 15 years, 
Lia and her three children 
have lived in North Brook-
field. She homeschooled 
all three throughout their 
elementary years. They 
are now attending North 
Brookfield Junior-Senior 
High School. 

Her oldest will grad-
uate in June. Her middle 

child plays basketball. Her youngest has 
a lot of interests, especially dancing.

With such a busy schedule, it’s hard 
to imagine that Lia can find time for her 
own interests, but she does. She loves to 
bake. Gluten-free is her specialty. She 
loves outdoor activities such as kaya-
king and fishing in nearby lakes. She 
enjoys hiking, foraging for mushrooms, 
and tending her vegetable garden.

Lia is very excited about becoming 
our new Director. She states, “I love the 
idea about creating a space where every-
one feels welcome and supported…This 
feels like a great opportunity to make a 
difference in a place I truly care about.”

We feel so too, Lia. Welcome aboard! 
Peg Bodine, 

Chair Haston Library Trustees

Lia Tulip is the new Library Di-
rector at the Haston Free Public 
Library. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Trustees introduce new 
library director

WARREN/WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Town Clerks’ of Warren, Laura 
Stockley, and West Brookfield, Heather 
Gough, announce that nomination pa-
pers are available for the Annual Town 
Election, which will be held on Tuesday, 
May 6.

Office hours in the town of Warren 
are Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. and Thursday 
from 1-6 p.m.; and for the town of West 

Brookfield, Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Quaboag Regional School Commit-
tee nomination papers will be available 
for pick up on Tuesday, Feb. 4 at the 
Quaboag Regional Middle High School 
front office between the hours of 8 a.m.-
3 p.m. School Committee positions open 
are: two members from Warren for a 
three-year term and two members from 
West Brookfield for a three-year term. 

Nomination papers for town elections available

NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 
North Brookfield Senior Center will be 
hosting an educational presentation on 
Thursday, March 13 at 11 a.m. at the se-
nior center located at 29 Forest St., for 
current beneficiaries and for those who 
will soon be eligible for Medicare. 

The information is specific to Massa-
chusetts. The session will run approxi-
mately one hour, including time for ques-
tions. 

The presentation will be conducted 
by Ed Spater, a licensed Insurance agent, 
who will explain the basics of Medicare 
including: 

• Why it’s important to evaluate your 
current Medicare coverage each year 

• The pros and cons of each of your 
Medicare coverage options

• What to consider when deciding 
which Medicare coverage option is right 
for you

• Ways to save money and get better 
Medicare coverage in 2024

For accommodations of persons with 
special needs at meetings call 774-271-
5199 or 711 for TTY callers.

Medicare 101 educational event set for March 13

READING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER
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CURREN T

Let’s answer the question, “Why would 
you shun friends and even family because of 
their political beliefs?”

If you are on the far Right, you talk 
about “freedom,” a lot. But, you only talk 
about your freedom. 

Whatever makes you feel uncomfortable 
is suddenly not okay because it upsets your 
sense of freedom. 

You don’t want gay people to marry 
because it upsets your freedom. You don’t 
want to wear a mask for your or other’s pro-
tection because you don’t like it. You don’t 
want people to be anything other than your 
adaptation of a Christian. You don’t want 
trans people to have rights because you, 
what, don’t believe they’re real? 

You don’t want immigrants to come to 
your country because, well, fill in the blank 
with mostly made-up lies and half-truths 
that have no statistical basis in historical 
fact. You don’t want to serve LGBTQIA 
folks at your business because they violate 
your religious beliefs. You don’t want to 
“allow” women to have rights to their own 
body because they might make a decision 
that you don’t condone. You don’t want 
people of color because they…? You don’t 
want Jews because…? And so it goes.

For you, freedom is only about you and 
your needs. However, that is and will never 
be true freedom, because true freedom can-

not exist in a world of selfishness. 
Real freedom cannot exist unless it is 

open to all. That is the ideal that the best 
of America’s founders saw. It is the written 
inscription on the pedestal of Lady Liberty 
who marked the gateway to hope for mil-
lions and still stands as a symbol for what 
could be.

So, here’s the answer to your question. It 
is the thing that we on the Left struggle with 
the hardest because it goes against the fiber 
of our being. You see, empathy is at the core 
of what we believe. So, ending a relationship 
of any kind, and especially a friendship or 
family relationship is crushing. 

However, you really force us to make a 
choice between your right to discriminate 
and their right to just be. “They” are equal 
in our eyes and some of them are personal 
friends to us as well. So, either we let you go 
or we live a lie when we say we care about 
them. 

And now? Now, you expect us to simply 
watch as those people we care about are 
beginning to live in a world where they not 
only no longer have freedom but their very 
lives are in danger because of the reality you 
have brought on them? Yeah, as painful as it 
is, that is the reason we are no longer…close.

Eric von Bleicken
West Brookfield

The groundhog determined we would 
have six more weeks of winter. Is that 
really a surprise to anyone?  

I mean, as I write, it is only Feb. 2. But 
we gardeners are an impatient lot, and we 
so want to get our hands back into the soft 
earth.  

There are many tasks, albeit those that 
are behind the scenes, that can be done now, 
so that when warmer weather does arrive, we 
can “spring” into action.

Take inventory 
Last month I talked a lot about prepping 

for indoor seed starting, first by taking in-
ventory of our seeds and then gathering the 
necessary supplies that go along with that 
task. But what about our outdoor ventures?  

I have been busy shopping around for 
new IRT mulch, greenhouse supplies and 
amendments. How are you set on lime, grass 
seed, and fertilizers?  

Plan to take advantage of preseason sales 
by knowing what you need ahead of time.  
Also, assess the condition of your tools. Is 
your rototiller working its best? Mine needs 
to be serviced.  

By taking it to the repairman now, I’ll 
beat the spring rush and avoid having to turn 
the garden over by hand! The same goes for 
lawn mower blades. Have these sharpened 
yearly for the healthiest possible turf.

Practice good garden hygiene
Regularly inspect summer bulbs that have 

been stored away for the winter. Throw away 
any that are rotten or moldy.  

If  you find a lot of these, consider moving 
what is left to a drier location. On the other 
hand, dahlia tubers will shrivel when condi-
tions get too dry, mist them with clean water 
to rehydrate.  

It is also a good idea to take a close look 
at vegetables in storage. Squash with signs 
of rot can be cooked and the flesh frozen for 
later use. Sprouts that appear on potatoes 
should be rubbed off and used before they 
soften.  

Experiment with onions that have sprout-
ed by planting them outside once the ground 
thaws. This vegetable is a biennial and will 
produce seed during its second season.  

If  the sprouts come from an heirloom 
or open pollinated variety, save a few seeds 
come July and start them this time next year! 
In the seedling stage, onions thrive on ample 
nitrogen to develop thick tops that will feed 
what we hope are big bulbs.

Perform appropriate garden chores
I am usually negligent in cutting down 

asparagus foliage in the fall. Weather per-
mitting I will get out there and cut it back 
to its base soon, then haul off the branches 
to prevent any bugs that overwintered there 
from infesting this year’s spears.  

It is also time to prune blueberries, apples 
and grapes. Pruning can vary depending on 
the age and health of your specimens. If you 
are not experienced at it, consult any num-
ber of good books on the subject before you 
head outdoors with your pruning shears and 
loppers. 

Do make sure your tools are sharp, and 
if  there is any hint of disease, be sure to dis-
infect in between cuts or at least in between 
specimens.  If  any of your fruit trees have 
old fruit, called “mummies” hanging from 
the branches, be sure to get rid of them for 

Guest Column

Political differences divide family and friends

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

‘Spring’ into action 
with these tasks

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5

By Julie Midura
Correspondent

This was our final hike of 2024. It was 
5:15 a.m., and we were lying on our backs 
staring up at the stars, cocooned in our 
bright green two-person down sleeping bag 
atop several feet of snow on the wide open 
summit of Mount Jackson in New Hamp-
shire. 

The sun was still two hours from cresting 
the distant horizon. It was dead calm, but 
bitterly cold. 

In spite of donning every layer in my 
winter arsenal, I shivered and snuggled clos-
er to Tom as I gathered the excess fabric of 
the bag as close to my body as I could. 

We had arrived at the trailhead parking 
lot almost three hours before. It was 0 de-
grees when we stepped out of our SUV and 
opened the back hatch to retrieve our back-
packs. 

In a split second of hesitation, I ques-
tioned our sanity. “Who in their right mind 

A starlit hike in the White Mountains 

A visit from the infamous Grey Jays, with Mount Washing-
ton in the distance.See HIKING   I   PAGE 5
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- community -

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

Quabbin Regional School District 
872 South Street, Barre, MA 01005 
 978-355-4668 
To schedule a campus visit or for more information 
please visit our website: 
www.qrsd.org 
OR EMAIL: schoolchoice@qrsd.org 

  

Transportation 
options available  

 
School tours available 

by contacting 
Jessica Bennett 

978-355-4668 ext. 8500 
jbennet t@qrsd .org  

OPENINGS AVAILABLE IN SELECT GRADES 
IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 

 
Hardwick Elementary School 
Hubbardston Center School 

Oakham Center School 
Ruggles Lane School (Barre) 

Quabbin Middle/High School (Grades 6—12) 

CCoonnssiiddeerriinngg  SScchhooooll  CChhooiiccee??  QQRRSSDD  IIss  tthhee  CCHHOOIICCEE!!  

fear of overwintering pests.
Hang tight

Winter will be gone soon enough. 
Come out of hibernation and accom-
plish preseason gardening tasks now, 
before the spring rush but also remem-
ber that this is a season of rest and tak-
ing care of yourself is a good thing too.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
33 years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

climbs a mountain in the pitch black of 
night in these ungodly temperatures just 
to see the sun rise?” Then I immediately 
thought, “Too late now. We dropped the 
motel key in the drop box a half hour 
ago in the dead of night, so we’ll be 
climbing this mountain whether I want 
to or not.”

As we moved upward along the snak-
ing path, the beams of light from our 
headlamps danced between the snow 
covered trees, creating an aura of mys-
tery as the long shadows stretched deep 
into the blackened forest. Our head-
lamps ignited the untouched snow on 
the sides of the trail, giving the illusion 
of walking on a smooth white carpet of 
infinite shimmering diamonds. 

When we finally broke tree line, the 
crescent moon and twinkling stars wel-
comed us to a dark and windless sum-
mit. I stood, unmoving, serenaded by 
the whisper of starlight in the heavens 
above me. 

Eight years of hiking in every sea-

son. Numerous hiking lists. Thousands 
of miles. Climbing the second tallest 
mountain in the continental United 
States. Section hiking the Appalachian 
Trail.

Every hike. Every backpacking trip. 
Every footprint left on every mountain.

Each one propelling us forward to 
the next…eventually leading us to this 
singular unforgettable moment. 

A moment of being suspended in 
time, somewhere between our very first 
hike and what will someday be our very 
last. Suspended between the valley be-
low and the heavens above while bask-
ing under the brilliance of a million 
twinkling stars against the backdrop of 
a black velvet sky, while waiting for the 
sun to awaken the earth in a blaze of fi-
ery brilliance. 

And although we hope that we’ll 
have the opportunity to experience a 
moment like this again, we’ve learned 
the hard way that there are no guaran-
tees in this life. 

So we settle in for however long it 
takes. We inhale the clean mountain air. 
We feel the cold kiss our cheeks and the 
silence fill our ears. We wait for the sun 
to silence the stars and breathe life onto 
the earth. 

We remain snuggled in our lofty 
bright green sleeping bag on a snowy 
perch atop a 4,000-foot mountain for 
over four hours, unwilling to leave lest 
we miss one single minute of the magic 

that is unfolding in front of us. 
And as we watch the black of night 

turn into the blazing red of dawn, we 
know that for the rest of our lives, for as 
long as there is breath in our lungs and 
blood running through our veins…we 
will never forget this moment. 

See you in the wild places, my friends! 
To read more about our hiking ad-

ventures, follow us on Instagram @
morethanthemountain.

Watching the sunrise from the summit of Mount Jackson, New Hampshire. 

HIKING   I  FROM PAGE 4

Snuggled in our sleeping bags on our snowy perch. 
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, February 8 ~ 8pm-12am

O-7 Band 
Upcoming Events
Saturday, February 22

7pm-11pm

Uncle CountryWednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

JOIN US FOR

BIG GAME 
SUNDAY

February 9

Chamber CEO James Przypek opened the event 
by acknowledging and thanking the event’s present-
ing sponsor, Superior Plus Propane, and underwriters 
Country Bank, J. Stolar Insurance Agency, Monson 
Savings Bank, Behavioral Health Network, Christo-
pher Heights of Belchertown and Westfield Bank. 

Przypek also welcomed state Rep. Todd Smola to 
speak at the breakfast, sharing an update about the 
climate of state and local government, and the impor-
tance of having access to healthcare and how the clo-
sure of Mary Lane Hospital in Ware has affected the 
region. 

“We’re very much impacted by the closure of that 
facility,” Smola said.

Smola also spoke about the importance of the 
Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce and its support 
of local businesses.

“The chamber is strong,” Smola said, crediting 
Przypek for the chamber’s continued growth.

Przypek then welcomed Banko, who recently 
pledged to identify a space in Ware to house a Conve-
nient Care facility, staffed with up to three physicians.

“We think about healthcare a lot,” Przypek said, 
referencing staff shortages, the COVID-19 pandemic, 
rising prescription costs and hospital closures. “It’s a 
statewide and national condition.”

Banko, who is the fourth CEO for Baystate Health 
and the first to be hired from the outside, spoke about 
Baystate Health’s role as an academic medical cen-
ter and its affiliation with the UMass Chen Medical 
School. He said Baystate Health also invests about $50 
million in research.

“We’ve got a lot of great physicians,” Banko said, 
adding that Baystate Health provides a “communi-
ty safety net” through behavioral health services and 
more.

“If you can’t get it at Baystate, you’re likely going to 
Boston,” he said. 

Banko spoke about some of the changes that have 
occurred at Baystate Health since he took over its 
leadership in June of 2024, including the decision to 
keep its not-for-profit health insurer Health New En-
gland, after its $165 million sale to Point32Health was 
announced in February of 2024.

Bank said Baystate Health is planning to invest in 
Health New England.

“The intent is to grow it,” Banko said of Health 
New England.

Banko noted the “intense pride and loyalty” found 
within Baystate Health, but how it has faced many 
challenges including financial strains and meeting the 
needs of an aging and declining population.

“Massachusetts is a tough state to operate in,” he 
said. “We’ve had our financial challenges here over the 
last three years.”

Banko said the 65+ community is growing, and 
more so the 75+ and 85+, all of which presents unique 
challenges to healthcare.

“The older you get, the more likely you are to have 
a chronic condition,” he said.

Banko touched on some of the areas where Bay-
state Health needs to improve, including increasing 
outpatient services and keeping current with the dig-
ital age of healthcare.

Baystate Health has also embarked on a financial 
journey, which Banko said is “causing us to make a lot 
of tough decisions.” 

He said this includes selling assets, such as Baystate 
Health’s laboratory to Labcorp in 2024, and the now 
reversed decision to sell Health New England. 

Banko said Baystate Health is looking at fixing its 
financial situation to the tune of $225-250 million over 
the next few years, adding that two-thirds of its ex-
penses are its staffing. He said part of the plan is to 
look at corporate overhead.

The closure of Mary Lane Hospital in Ware was 
“an unfortunate situation,” Banko said, with about 

30% of small hospitals at risk of closing nationwide. 
“We’ve been working since August or Sep-

tember to try and get healthcare back [in Ware], 
 Banko said. 

Banko said while Baystate Health is looking at pos-
sible sites in Ware, there may also be some opportuni-
ty to do something with the Wetherby building on the 
Mary Lane Hospital campus. 

“The primary focus is we’re looking for a site that 
doesn’t take a lot of work to get in,” he said. 

Opposition to Baystate Health’s presence in town 
from the Friends of Mary Lane Hospital has resulted 
in a cease and desist being served to that organization’s 
leadership, Banko said.

“We should be working together,” he said. 
Banko said Baystate Health has work to do within 

its hospitals and clinics, with strategic planning ongo-
ing since this past October.

“Access is out biggest opportunity,” Banko said. 
“Access and coordinating care. We’ve got access is-
sues…there aren’t enough providers.”

Banko talked about the wait time to see a provid-
er, including an average of eight months for a primary 
care physician, nine months for a dermatologist and 
one year for a procedure such as a colonoscopy.

Because of these waits, Baystate Health is losing a 
lot of commercial insurance patients to medical facil-
ities in Boston.

“We need to make sure you don’t have to leave the 
community to get care,” he said.

Banko also addressed Baystate Medical Center’s 
“D” rating from The Leapfrog Group.

“We want to be a great place for our physicians and 
staff to work,” he said. 

Banko said Baystate Health is also focusing on 
growing its specialty care, including oncology, cardio-
vascular care, neurosciences, orthopedics and rehabili-
tation. This includes moving many of these specialties 
from Baystate Medical Center back to the community 
hospitals. 

“The intent is, we’ve got capacity at Wing [hospital] 
that we need to be utilizing,” he said. 

Banko also talked about improving ties with local 
school districts to train students for gateway positions 
in the healthcare field.

“We’re going to have to grow our own workforce, 
and we’ve got that opportunity,” he said.

About QHMA
The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce was es-

tablished in 1978 to assist businesses in the Quaboag 
Hills Region, serving the towns of Belchertown, Brim-
field, Brookfield, East Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland, 
Monson, New Braintree, North Brookfield, Palmer, 
Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren, and West Brookfield.

Its mission is to advance economic growth and 
tourism in the region, to be an advocate for policies 
that achieve the development goals of the communi-
ties, and to advance the interests of its members.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce offers 
more than just networking opportunities. It helps the 
business community from the smallest entrepreneurs 
to the largest corporations; through trainings, semi-
nars, and more.

The Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce is lo-
cated at 4 Springfield St., Suite 525, Three Rivers. For 
more information, visit qhma.com, call 413-283-2418 
or email info@qhma.com.

BREAKFAST   I  FROM PAGE 1

planning and resource management.
“This is a starting point…we have several months 

to go,” he said, prior to the budget being approved at 
town meeting. 

McCormick outlined the school district’s strategic 
objectives to build the budget: curriculum and instruc-
tion enhancement, meeting the needs of all students 
and fostering a sense of belonging.

McCormick said he is recommending an 
$8,227,837.31 FY 26 budget, which is a 17% increase 
over the prior year’s approved budget. The three major 
drivers of the budget continue to be special education 
increases, salary increases and additional costs for all 
transportation. 

Salaries are projected to account for 69.4% of the 
total FY 26 budget and 29.9% of the total increase.

“You can see that salaries are the bulk of our entire 
budget here,” he said. 

Special education costs, which account for 
$1,747,887.69 of the FY 26 budget, are expected to 
decrease by just over $50,000 over last year’s figures. 
Transportation is expected to increase by 11% over last 
year. 

“This process is just the beginning,” McCormick 
said. “The work we’ve outlined today serves as the 
foundation for a collaborative, ongoing effort. To-
gether we’ll refine, adapt, and build upon these ideas 
to meet the evolving needs of our students, staff and 

community.”
The School Committee members encouraged any 

residents interested or concerned with the school dis-
trict’s budget to attend upcoming meetings or to email 
them. 

Administrators’ reports
High School Principal John Diorio said following 

the holiday break, students have participated in Pos-
itive Behavioral Interventions and Supports lessons, 
which are tied to the high school’s “portrait of a grad-
uate” which was developed by staff last year. 

“We’re focusing on positive behaviors in classrooms, 
hallways and lunchroom,” Diorio said. “Each week, 
the grades will compete to be the PBIS champions for 
the week as voted on by our staff.”

He said on Feb. 6, juniors and seniors will tour Fl-
excon in Spencer as part of the school district’s Inno-
vative Pathways program. He said this is the second 
year of the program, which provides students with the 
opportunity to complete a paid internship with the 
manufacturer and set them up for full-time employ-
ment after graduation.

On March 11, the high school will have over 25 dif-
ferent companies speak with students during a career 
day. On March 25 at 6 p.m., the school will host its first 
ever STEAM night.

Director of Student Services Amy Emory said pre-
school teachers participated in an early literacy train-
ing session, which is designed for young children.

“It’s a great opportunity for our youngest students 
to be exposed to literacy and build those foundational 
skills,” she said. 

Student Council update
Student Representative Dante Giangrande said 

Unity Week will take place the week prior to February 
break.

“This event will be used to enhance our sense of 
community as a school, and show support for all dif-
ferent types of people from members of the LGBTQ+ 
community to the people with special needs,” he said.

Giangrande said the Student Council is preparing 
for the annual spring conference in Hyannis March 
4-7.

Recognitions
McCormick recognized Sue Lewandowski and 

Hearts for Heat, along with school staff, for their ef-
forts to hold a successful fundraiser dinner at the ele-
mentary school over the weekend.

“Very nice night, good fundraiser for those who 
need support with fuel assistance for the winter,” he 
said.

1937 yearbook
McCormick said he received a yearbook in the mail 

for North Brookfield High School’s Class of 1937. 
He asked the School Committee members where they 
would like to display the yearbook.

“It’s a nice piece of North Brookfield history,” he 
said. 

BUDGET   I  FROM PAGE 1
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- community -

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENTTOWN OF BARRE

Cemetery Clerk
The Town of Barre is seeking qualified applicants for 

the part-time position of Cemetery Clerk. This position 
is approximately 10 hours per week and the minimum 
hourly rate is $15.00/hour and the maximum hourly 
rate is $18.02/hour.  A full job description is available 
upon request. Applicants must have HS Diploma 
or GED, with a minimum of two to three years’ 
experience in office setting, or equivalent combination 
of education and experience.  

Interested applicants should submit a letter  
of interest to: Tammy Martin, Town Administrator,  
40 West Street, Suite 697, Barre MA 01005 or  
townadmin@townofbarre.com. For further information, 
please contact the Board of Selectmen’s Office at 
(978) 355-2504 x135.  A.A. / E.O.E.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Free Estimates Compare Our Rates
Fully Insured References Provided

HARDWOOD FLOORS

GGabe’sabe’s
Installed • Finished • Custom Designed Floors
General Carpentry • Water Damage Restoration

We Install New & Refurbish Old Stairs
Michael P. Gabaree 508-886-4767
Owner - Operator 508-320-4744

gabeshardwoodfloors.com

Luxury Vinyl Plank • Install & Refinish • Stains
Bathroom Remodeling • We Supply Flooring

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

WEST BROOKFIELD – “Everyone has a story to 
tell,” said award-winning author Ed Londergan. 

His ninth annual creative writing and publishing 
workshop will be held on Sunday, March 9, from 10 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the Salem Cross Inn.

“The writing workshop aims to help those who 
want to write but don’t know where to start or who 
have had an idea for a story that’s been bubbling in 
their head for years and finally want to put it on paper. 
I also help people who have written something and 
need to know how to move ahead,” said Londergan, 
who provides a full day of information.

“The workshop will cover the entire process of 
writing and publishing, including idea development 
and sources of inspiration, drawing from storytelling 
traditions, developing the story, structure, and flow, 
conceiving and bringing characters to life, dialogue, 
editing, short fiction, writer’s block, and the publish-
ing process,” Londergan said. “The publishing process 
can be confusing and frustrating. I’ll take the group 
through the various publishing options available. 
There will also be some fun writing exercises.” 

Past workshops have been attended by people of 
all ages and occupations, from 12-year-old students to 
75-year-old retirees. 

“Five attendees have written books and had them 
published while others have had stories and articles 
placed in various publications,” said Londergan. 

“One of the things past attendees have enjoyed and 
learned from is the writing exercises,” Londergan said. 
“The writing exercises this year are different than what 
I’ve done in the past. I enjoy seeing the creative ideas 
that come out of them.”

“Back-and-forth discussion is always a popular part 
of the day. Attendees learn from each other. Individu-
al issues or problems anyone has with their writing are 
discussed, and the group helps them with suggestions 
and observations. At times, a lot of ‘here’s what hap-
pened to me, and here’s what I did,’” he said. 

The workshop is limited to 14 participants. The 
cost is $110, and lunch is included. 

Registration is required, and the deadline is Febr. 
28. To register, email ed.londergan@gmail.com or call 
508-864-8685. 

Local author presents writing/
publishing workshop on March 9

HARDWICK – The East Quabbin Land Trust will 
host a Kids’ Wonder Workshop during school vaca-
tion week, on Feb. 20 from 1-3 p.m., at EQLT’s office, 
120 Ridge Road.

Open to children of all ages, activities will be held 
indoors and outside and include:

Sap to Syrup – a demonstration of a small-scale 
“backwoods approach” to selecting and tapping a tree, 
drawing sap and creating syrup. 

Exploring the Forest Play Trail – the Forest Play 
Trail, created for elementary-aged children, is a dis-
covery trail near the EQLT office that kids can visit 
anytime, year-round. 

Rock Painting – after discovering and gaining in-
spiration from the Kindness Rocks along the Forest 
Play Trail, children will have the opportunity to paint 
their own Kindness Rocks to take home. 

Who Goes There? Animal Tracks & Wildlife Sign 
– see and learn about various animal tracks and spec-
imens indoors, then head outside to look for animal 
tracks and other wildlife sign. 

S’mores Making – creating these timeless treats 
over an open, outdoor fire. Other healthy snacks will 
also be available.

The outdoor activities will be held on the hillside 

next to the EQLT office in both wooded and open 
grassy areas. Children should have sturdy, warm foot-
wear, be dressed for the weather...and bring their cu-
riosity! 

Please RSVP to atrevvett@eqlt.org if  you would 
like to attend. In the event of inclement weather, the 
Kids’ Wonder Workshop will be moved to the follow-
ing day, Feb. 21, from 1-3 p.m. 

About the East Quabbin Land Trust 
The East Quabbin Land Trust fosters a meaning-

ful relationship with the natural world by conserving, 
connecting with and caring for the farmlands, wood-
lands and waters in the East Quabbin region of Mas-
sachusetts.

Celebrating its 30th Anniversary in 2024, EQLT 
was formed in 1994 out of concern for the loss of 
farmland and wildlife habitat to unplanned sprawl 
in and around Hardwick. Since 1998, EQLT has ex-
panded its protection efforts to Barre, Petersham, New 
Braintree, North Brookfield, and other nearby towns. 

By working cooperatively with property owners, 
government agencies, conservation groups and other 
land trust organizations, EQLT has been able to pro-
tect over 6,200 acres in the region.

EQLT to host ‘Kids’ Wonder Workshop’ on Feb. 20

WEST BROOKFIELD – On Saturday, Feb. 
15 chess will be in session in West Brookfield at 
the Joy of Beans at 12 East Main St.

At 3 p.m. experts, rank amateurs and any-
one in between is welcome to seek a game. Joy 
of Beans is mostly known for that morning cup 
of gourmet coffee, but it will be available if  one 
needs caffeine to up their game.

The Joy of Chess at the 
Joy of Beans Feb. 15

WARREN – The Warren Town Quilt has come out 
of its resting place and is now hanging in a brand new 
case on a wall at the Shepard Municipal Building.  

A celebration of its being hung in this beautifully 
crafted case will be scheduled in a few weeks.  

A plaque is planned to list all the craftswomen who 
worked on the quilt to celebrate the Town’s 250th An-
niversary in 1991.  If  you, or someone you know (or 
knew), worked on the Warren Town Quilt in 1991, 
please contact Historical Commission Chair, Sylvia G. 
Buck  sgbuck37@verizon.net and include a telephone 
number at which you can be reached.  Use “Warren 
Town Quilt” in the subject line to verify your intent.  

Names sought of 
craftswomen who 
made 1991 town quilt	

WARREN – Quaboag Regional Middle High 
School, 284 Old West Brookfield Road, is bringing 
back its annual Craft & Small Business Fair on Satur-
day, Feb. 8 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

With Valentine’s Day fast approaching, this fair 
is a perfect opportunity to shop local and get some 
gifts for your loved ones. This annual fair is hosted by 
Quaboag’s Student Council. 

The fair has free admission and features over 80 lo-
cal crafters and small business vendors that will be set 
up all across the halls of Quaboag. There will also be 
concessions available. 

The fair will also feature raffle tables with numer-
ous prizes available. Proceeds from the raffle will go 
towards the Student Council’s MASC Leadership 
conference in Hyannis. 

Quaboag hosts annual craft 
and small business fair Feb. 8

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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interior of cardboard boxes and cereal 
boxes with paint on the inside. A lot 
of Bowen’s work featured acrylic on 
cardstock. 

Bowen began painting back in 
2019 and has always considered this 
art form his hobby. The art behind 
this cardstock began as photographs 
of residents of Brookhaven Assisted 
Care and then turned them into card-
stock portraits. 

There were a total of 29 pieces of 
art designed by Bowen. 

Most of the pieces were portraits of 
Brookhaven residents and some fea-
tured family members of Bowen and a 
couple notables and celebrities. Bowen 
did a portrait of Charlie Chaplin in his 
chosen art medium. 

This was the first time Bowen had 
an art exhibit highlighting his work. 
When seeing it for the first time in 
public, Bowen’s reaction was “this 
feels so real.” 

Having this experience gives Bowen 
the desire to do more. One of his goals 
is to reach out to other senior facilities 
similar to Brookhaven and do more 
portraits of senior citizens. 

For Bowen, the best part about cre-
ating this artwork is meeting new peo-
ple and hearing their stories. Through 
this experience at Brookhaven, Bowen 
thought it would be nice to do portraits 
of them and reuse the cardboard from 
cereal boxes and other cardboard boxes. 

Bowen recalls one portrait that 

took several tries. His portrait titled 
“Elaine 1” is a portrait of a friend of 
Bowen’s mother and he wanted to do 
a better job to make the portrait more 
realistic and mirrors the photo he took 
of Elaine. 

“Rendering of the human face” is 
how Bowen describes it. Some of the 
portraits also included a photograph 
of the resident and a written biogra-
phy about the resident in the portrait. 

Bowen said painting is a very relax-
ing hobby and plans to continue paint-
ing and use cardstock as part of his art 
medium.  

Bowen has worked in the media 
production industry since the late 
1990s. He has been a cinematographer, 
Avid Technology corporate trainer, 
video editor, and tenured university 
professor. 

Bowen has his own visual media 
content creator service, Blamm Media 
Enterprises, which he established in 
2023 with his wife Emily Klamm. For 
more information, visit https://blam-
mmedia.com. Blamm Media can be 
contacted by calling 617-596-9613 or 
emailing contact@blammmedia.com. 

The next art exhibit at the Merri-
am-Gilbert Public Library will be fea-
turing the work of Lynn Wrona and 
her oil and pastel paintings of West 
Brookfield and surrounding towns. 
Visit the library at 3 West Main St. or 
visit www.westbrookfieldlibrary.org 
for more information. 

ARTWORK  I  FROM PAGE 1

Theo 1 who found these glasses would forever be re-
membered in the form of a painting. 

Evan 1 with a different facial expression that was cap-
tured on a piece of cardboard that Christopher Bowen 
reused to form an interesting medium. Evan is one of 
Bowen’s nephews. 

Oil pastels on paper created by Christopher Bowen, who had his art displayed at the Merriam-Gilbret Public Library in West Brookfield. The far right is an acrylic and 
graphite portrait of Charlie Chaplin on a cardstock background. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RYAN DRAGO

Old Man 1 designed by Christopher Bowen of West 
Brookfield. 

Sal 1 is an acrylic on cardstock first made in December 
of 2023. 

The photos and art also featured biographies of some 
of the residents. Here is a photo of Tom and his story.

Christopher Bowen also featured photographs of residents from Brookhaven Assisted Care and would then 
paint a portrait of that photo on cardstock or pieces of cardboard. 

These art pieces are based off real people that Christopher Bowen had the pleasure of meeting and hearing 
their stories. 

The exhibit at the Merriam-Gilber Public Library featured 29 art pieces by Christopher Bowen. An acrylic on cardstock of George 4 next to a photo of George with his brief biography.
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BARRE – Last Friday night, 
the Quabbin Regional High School 
boys basketball team scored its 
eighth win of the season 64-49. The 
Panthers are now 8-4 and need just 
one win in order to automatical-
ly qualify for the Division 4 state 
tournament. The Panthers were at 
Lunenburg last Friday night and 
next face Hudson High School on 
the road Friday, Feb. 7 at 7 p.m.

One win to make tournament for the Panthers

Anthony Quarterone rears back to make a pass. TUR-
LEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Kyle Clark takes a free throw.Brady Patchen gets through the de-
fense and heads into the lane.

Quinn Geary looks to drive the lane.

Jaxon Warburton 
shoves a pass 
toward the  
center of the 
court.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—The non-conference high school 
hockey game between Gardner and Agawam had as many twists 
and turns in it as one of the roller coasters at the Six Flags Amuse-
ment Park.

Agawam, who trailed by two goals twice, managed to take the 
lead in the middle of the third period, but 

the Brownies didn’t keep the lead for 
very long.

After tying the score for the 
third time, the visitors from 

Northern Worcester County 
netted the go-ahead goal on 
a power-play with 47 sec-
onds left in regulation, giv-

ing them a 6-5 victory at the 
Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield, Saturday, Jan. 25.  

“We didn’t play our best 
game of the season tonight, but 

we still had a chance to win it in 
the third period,” said Agawam 

head coach Todd Rowley. 
“We took the lead before 
losing our top three scor-

ers.” 
The Brownies played the 

final 1:46 of the third peri-
od without seniors Landon 
Ashford, Cole Buffum, 
and Aiden Pisano. The 
t r i o were sent to the 

Gardner bests Agawam 
in independent matchup

Gardner, which  
co-ops with  

Quabbin, recently 
defeated Agawam.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID 
HENRY WWW.SWEETDOG-

PHOTOS.COM See HOCKEYI   
PAGE 10

Outstanding regular season continues 
for Pathfinder girls basketball

PALMER – The Pathfind-
er Regional girls basketball 
picked up two more wins, de-
feating Smith Academy and 
Gateway Regional on Jan. 23 
and 27, respectively. The road 

trip continues for the Pioneers, 
but their road will eventually 
lead to the state tournament as 
Pathfinder has reached 11 wins 
on the season against just two 
losses. Pathfinder’s win over 

Gateway was a great defensive 
effort. The Pioneers held Gate-
way Regional to just 10 points. 
Coming up, the Pioneers will 
face Hampden Charter School 
on Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m.

Taylor Allen gets ready to attempt a 
three-pointer.

Desiree Croteau starts a play for the Pio-
neers. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Megan Clark enters the paint.
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locker room after receiving game mis-
conduct penalties from the referees. 
They were involved in a fight that took 
place in front of the Gardner goalie. 

“The three players, who received the 
game misconduct penalties, would’ve 
been on the ice during the Gardner pow-
er-play late in the third period,” Rowley 
said. “I thought we held the momentum 
before the fight.” 

The Brownies, who are a Division 2 
team, have a 8-5 overall record. They’re 
currently sitting in second place behind 
Amherst in the Fay-Wright Conference 
standings with a 7-2 record. After hav-
ing a week off, the Brownies are sched-
uled to host McCann Tech in a confer-
ence game at 6:30 on Saturday night.        

“We need to win two more games 
to guarantee a spot in the state tourna-
ment,” Rowley said. “This was a non-
league game, so it doesn’t affect our 
standings in the Western Mass. tourna-
ment.” 

The top four teams in the Fay-Wright 
Conference standings will play in the 
Western Mass. Class B tournament.

It was the second-ever meeting be-
tween the two hockey teams.

Two years ago, Gardner posted a 3-0 
victory over Agawam in the champi-

onship game of the Chicopee Holiday 
Tournament. 

In last Saturday’s match, the Brown-
ies were trailing, 4-2, with eight minutes 
left in the third period when Buffum and 
Pisano scored a pair of goals in a span 
of ten seconds tying the score at 4-4.

A little more than a minute later, 
Agawam took a 5-4 lead following a 
goal by senior A.J. Robbins, which was 
assisted by Ashford.

With 4:54 left in regulation, Gardner 
senior Gavin Richard scored a pow-
er-play goal tying the score at 5-5. 

Following the fight, Richard’s scored 
another power-play goal, which was 
unassisted, with 47 seconds left on the 
scoreboard giving his team a 6-5 lead.

The Brownies had a chance to tie the 
score, but they couldn’t put the puck 
into the net past Gardner senior goalie 
Cohen Veilleux (15 saves) before the fi-
nal buzzer sounded.

Gardner took a 2-0 lead in the mid-
dle of the opening period following 
goals by senior’s Josh Crotty and Mi-
chael Lucas.

The Brownies cut the deficit in half  
when Ashford fired a shot into the net 
with 6:16 left in the opening period. Ju-
nior Anthony Barbarini was credited 
with the assist.

Seven minutes into the second peri-
od, a shot attempt by Agawam sopho-
more Camden Saltmarsh fell out of the 
Wildcats goalie’s glove and the puck 
bounced into the net which tied the 
score for the first time.

Gardner retook the lead at 3-2 with 
2:40 remaining in the second period fol-
lowing a goal by sophomore Matt Wha-
ley. 

Less than four minutes into the third 
period, a goal by junior Aiden LaPointe 
gave the visiting team a two goal lead 
for the second time.

LaPointe is also one of the three 
Gardner players who attend Quabbin 
Regional High School in Barre.  

The other two Quabbin players listed 
on the Gardner hockey roster are senior 
Cullan White, who’s a captain, and se-
nior Kevin Thompson, who’s the back-
up goalie.

Agawam starting goalie Frankie 

HOCKEY   I  FROM PAGE 9

DiSanti, who’s a senior, made a total of 
26 saves.

The Brownies battled back during 
the third period, and they took the lead, 
but it quickly slipped away from them.

“This loss hurts right now, but we’ll 

be fine,” Rowley said. “At the end of the 
day, it’s only one game out of 20.”

The Brownies will be looking to get 
back into the win column against Mc-
Cann Tech on Saturday night.

Aiden Lapointe looks to clear the puck away.

Cullen White heads up the ice for Gardner. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Lapointe is a Quabbin student who is part of the co-op hockey program.

DES MOINES, IA — The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (21-17-2-2) got 
points from 14 of their 18 skaters in a 
7-2 drubbing of the Iowa Wild (14-26-2-
1) on Saturday night inside Wells Fargo 
Arena.

The T-Birds wasted little time jump-
ing in front for a second straight night, 
as Simon Robertsson and Hugh Mc-
Ging capped a 2-on-0 with McGing 
cashing in on a one-timer past Jesper 
Wallstedt just 1:22 into action. Otto 
Stenberg also picked up an assist as all 
three players on the line broke point 
droughts of three or four games. 

Sam Bitten, playing in the building 
his brother Will called home for three 
seasons, joined the fun at 5:47 with a 
perfect bar-down wrister from the right 
circle to push the lead to 2-0 off setups 
from Samuel Johannesson and Leo 
Loof. Johannesson has now registered a 
point in five of his last six games.

Vadim Zherenko drew the starting 
assignment in net and held his own 
with 16 stops in the opening period. 
Johannesson provided a helping hand 
after Zherenko made a mini-breakaway 

save on Hunter Haight, and the young 
blueliner successfully kept Mikey Milne 
from cashing in on a rebound to keep 
the score deadlocked.

Iowa finally would break through 
on its 16th shot of the period as Travis 
Boyd crashed the far post to tap home 
a 2-on-1 pass from Matthew Sop to get 
the Wild deficit down to 2-1 heading 
into the first intermission.

There were more parallels from Fri-
day’s game early in the second period, as 
McGing unleashed a perfect shot under 
the crossbar at 2:23, beating Wallstedt 
for his second of the evening and restor-
ing the two-goal lead, 3-1.

Iowa put together their best push of 
the night over the next five minutes, cul-
minating in a tally by Luke Toporowski 
to cut the margin back to a single goal, 
3-2, at 7:26.

Just as it appeared the Wild would 
change the tide of the game, the T-Birds 
had other plans as Nikita Alexandrov 
drove the net front from the right cir-
cle and beat Wallstedt to the near post 
to make it 4-2 just 17 seconds after the 
Toporowski goal. 

The Springfield attack poured it 
on from there. Michael Buchinger an-
nounced his presence at 8:49, jumping 
into a play as a trailer before snapping a 
wrister past Wallstedt to make it 5-2 off  
a cross-ice setup from Matthew Peca. 

Another potential momentum shift 
came at 13:39 of the second when Dylan 
Peterson barreled in on net, taking a 
shot on Wallstedt before colliding with 
the Iowa netminder. Peterson was given 
a five-minute charging major, setting the 
stage for the Wild power play to try to 
climb back into the game. Wallstedt was 
forced to leave the game as Samuel Hla-
vaj came on in relief. 

Instead of the moment sparking the 
home team, the T-Birds only further 
added to their lead when Peca intercept-
ed a pass in the neutral zone, skated into 
the zone on the right wing, and snapped 
another perfect shot upstairs past Hla-
vaj for his team-leading 16th goal, mak-
ing it a 6-2 game heading into the third.

The Wild had no answers for Zheren-
ko in the third, despite Iowa throwing 16 
pucks on the T-Birds net and 50 total by 
the night’s conclusion. The third-year 

goalie finished with a season-high 48 
stops to earn the win, and Alek Kaski-
maki capped off the offensive onslaught 
with his second goal in two nights at 
17:12 of the third to round out the scor-
ing. 

Dalibor Dvorsky will be in action on 
Sunday and Monday at the AHL All-
Star Classic presented by Spotlight 29 
Casino in Palm Springs, California. The 
rookie star will first participate in the 
AHL All-Star Skills Competition pre-
sented by Silvercrest on Sunday, Feb. 2 
(9:00 p.m. ET). Then, on Monday, Feb. 
3, Dvorsky and the Atlantic Division 
will look to take home the 3-on-3 crown 
in the 2025 AHL All-Star Challenge 
presented by Spotlight 29 Casino at 9:00 
p.m. ET. Both events can be seen on 
NHL Network and AHLTV powered 
by FloHockey.

Springfield next takes to the ice on 
Friday, Feb. 7 to begin a home-and-
home set against the Providence Bruins 
at Amica Mutual Pavilion.

T-Birds get huge weekend sweep
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 WORCESTER – The Heart of New 

England Council, Scouting America 
(www.hnescouting.org) announces a 
groundbreaking partnership with the 
Massachusetts Port Authority/Worces-
ter Regional Airport (Massport), 
Worcester Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, and Worcester Public Schools 
(WPS), marking a significant milestone 
for the City and a new chapter for 
Scouting in the region. 

The collaborative initiative represents 
one of the first middle school-focused 
curriculum of its kind in the country.

The Exploring Aviation Careers 
program will take place at Worcester 
Regional Airport, which is owned and 
operated by Massport, during the first 
half of 2025 and will educate middle 
school students from Worcester Public 
Schools about a variety of aviation ca-
reers and career pathways. The students 
will be introduced to all aspects of the 
aviation industry through professionals 
from Massport, Atlantic Aviation, and 
the airlines that service the Worcester 
Regional Airport, including JetBlue 
Airways, Delta Air Lines, and American 
Airlines. 

This collaboration aims to inform 
and inspire the next generation of avi-
ation enthusiasts, providing unique op-
portunities for students to explore ca-
reers in aviation and related fields.

“We are incredibly proud to part-
ner with Worcester Regional Airport, 
Worcester Public Schools, the Worcester 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, and 
our aviation stakeholders,” said Patrick 
Hanrahan, Director of Development 
at the Heart of New England Coun-
cil, Scouting America. “This initiative 
aligns perfectly with our mission to pre-
pare young people for life by providing 
them with valuable skills and experienc-
es. We look forward to seeing the pos-
itive impact this program will have on 
our community.”

The program is expected to launch 
Jan. 29. On Jan. 14 and 16, students will 
take a field trip to Worcester Regional 
Airport to familiarize themselves with 
the airport and learn more about the 
program overall. 

Two virtual follow-up sessions will 
then take place to answer any ques-
tions from parents/guardians about the 
Exploring Aviation Careers program. 

The dates of the virtual sessions will be 
shared following the in person visit to 
the airport.

“Massport is thrilled to partner with 
the Heart of New England Council, 
Scouting America, Worcester Cham-
ber of Commerce and Worcester Pub-
lic Schools on the Exploring Aviation 
Careers program at Worcester Region-
al Airport,” said Worcester Regional 
Airport Director Andy Davis. “This 
program is an excellent opportunity to 
showcase aviation careers and inspire 
the next generation of Massachusetts’ 
workforce to pursue professions in this 
growing industry.”

“The Chamber is excited to part-
ner with the Worcester Public Schools, 
Heart of New England Council, Scout-
ing America, and MassPort on the 
Exploring Aviation Careers program 
at Worcester Regional Airport,” said 
Timothy P. Murray, President & CEO, 
Worcester Regional Chamber of Com-
merce. “This program is creating a ca-
reer avenue, right here in our city, for 
our students to explore as they prepare 
to enter the workforce.”

“This is a fantastic opportunity for 

our middle school scholars to explore 
their passions and discover potential ca-
reer paths,” said Dr. Rachel H. Monár-
rez, Superintendent of Worcester Public 
Schools. “Thanks to this partnership 
with Worcester Regional Airport and 
other valued partners, our scholars will 
have real-world experiences that inspire 
them to reach new heights. It allows 
them to become problem solvers, curi-
ous learners, and empowered individu-
als - all traits of our district’s Vision of a 
Learner framework.”

Exploring is a unique career explo-
ration program for young people ages 
10-20, connecting them with the oppor-
tunity to learn about a wide variety of 
career fields and meet other youth with 
similar interests and aspirations. Ex-
plorers gain real, hands-on experience 
to determine whether a particular career 
field is right for them, and are provided 
opportunities to network with profes-
sionals working in those fields. 

The vast majority of Exploring par-
ticipants do not have a Scouting back-
ground. Exploring programs equip 
young people with the skills and experi-
ences needed to thrive in the workforce.

Worcester area partners launch Exploring Aviation Careers

World Heritage International Stu-
dent Exchange Program, a nonprofit, 
public benefit organization, is seeking 
local families to host foreign exchange 
students this coming school year. 

World Heritage students come from 
a variety of countries worldwide: Ita-
ly, Denmark, Spain, France, Germany, 
Ukraine, Japan, Australia, to name just 
a few. 

Students are between the ages of 15 
and 18 years, and they are enthusiastic 
and excited to experience American cul-
ture, family life, school, sports. etc. They 
also love to share their own culture and 
language with their host families, who 
welcome the students into their home, 
not as a guest, but as a family member, 
giving everyone involved a rich cultural 
experience. 

Host families may be single parents, 
couples and single persons.

The exchange students have pocket 
money for personal expenses and full 
health, accident and liability insurance. 

World Heritage students are carefully 
selected based upon academics and per-
sonality, and host families choose their 
student from different backgrounds, 
countries and personal interests.

World Heritage also offers qualified 
American students the opportunity to 
learn another language and culture by 
spending a school year, semester or a 
summer with a host family in another 
country.

If interested in hosting an exchange 
student or becoming an exchange stu-
dent abroad, please call Debra at 1-800-
888-9040, visit www.world-heritage.org 
or send an email to info@world-heri-
tage.org to request more information or 
start the application process. 

Students are eager to learn about 
their American host family, so begin 
the process of welcoming your new son 
or daughter today. The memories and 
the relationship you create with your 
exchange student will stay with you for-
ever.

Families needed to host 
foreign exchange students

BELCHERTOWN – The Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation 
will host a February Vacation Program 
“Tracks and Scat” on Monday, Feb. 17 
from 10-11 a.m. 

Although we may not see them of-
ten, our native wildlife is all around us. 
Come learn to recognize some signs of 
wildlife through a fun and informative 

indoor activity.  
Meet at the Les and Terry Campbell 

Quabbin Visitor Center in Belcher-
town. Great for all ages, children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 

For more information, call 413-323 
- 7221. To register visit https://app.
smartsheet.com/b/form/250b6dcbeefc-
4f30a4da5b0f86abc4f3.

DCR offers February vacation 
program on tracks and scat

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Function 
Space 

 Available

Sip & Paint
Feb. 11 & Feb. 25 

Starting at 6:30 p.m. 

Prime Rib
Thursdays, Fridays 

& Saturdays
Visit Our Website For More Details

Pop Up! Make Your Own Flower Bouquet Shop & Wine Tasting
                                           Noon - 3 p.m. No tickets required.

              ❤ GALENTINE’S DAY CHARCUTERIE ❤ 3 p.m. Tickets required.

Valentine’s Day
SPECIALS 
See Our Website

Monday Trivia Night 6:30 p.m. • Wednesday, Music Bingo 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, 
Feb.  9

WARREN – Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School, 284 Old West 
Brookfield Road, is bringing back its 
annual Craft & Small Business Fair on 
Saturday, Feb. 8 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

With Valentine’s Day fast approach-
ing, this fair is a perfect opportunity to 
shop local and get some gifts for your 
loved ones. This annual fair is hosted 
by Quaboag’s Student Council. 

The fair has free admission and fea-
tures over 80 local crafters and small 
business vendors that will be set up all 
across the halls of Quaboag. There will 
also be concessions available. 

The fair will also feature raffle tables 
with numerous prizes available. Pro-
ceeds from the raffle will go towards 
the Student Council’s MASC Leader-
ship conference in Hyannis. 

Quaboag hosts annual craft 
and small business fair Feb. 8

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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to purchase the building. After some ne-
gotiations, the deal was made, and the 
Dugas family moved quickly to reno-
vate the space into their new home for 
The Clam Box.

Over the course of six to seven 
months, the Dugas team transformed 
the building into a one-of-a-kind, mar-
itime-themed space filled with nautical 
charm. The restaurant’s new interior is 
an immersive experience, with a ship’s 
mast serving as a support beam, and 
winding sails hanging from the ceiling. 

The decor is a celebration of all 
things coastal, featuring boat and fish-
ing-themed accents alongside colorful 
crustacean motifs. 

Tim and Cindy were even able to ac-
quire additional fishing and ocean decor 
from CJ’s Restaurant, which closed its 
doors on Route 20. These pieces, along 
with random donations from local pa-
trons, give the space an ever-changing 
vibe that keeps things fresh for regular 
customers.

Located at 245 West Main St., the 
new Clam Box remains dedicated to the 
traditions that made it a local favorite. 
For the Dugas family, it’s not just about 

the food; it’s about creating an experi-
ence. 

“We want the restaurant to be full of 
life so there’s always something to catch 
your eye,” Cindy explained.

While The Clam Box’s recent move 
marks a new chapter, it is only one of 
the many exciting ventures the Dugas 
family is involved in. Having owned The 
Clam Box for seven years, they’ve con-
tinued to expand their reach in the local 
community. 

Just three years ago, they took over 
Howard’s Drive-In in West Brookfield, 
a beloved 77-year-old institution, and 
they are committed to keeping that leg-
acy alive, serving up classic American 
fare to both new and returning custom-
ers. 

Their latest acquisition, Janine’s Fro-
stee in Ware, was finalized on Jan. 31, 
and the Dugas family is excited to keep 
this 75-year-old treasure in business for 
many more years to come.

“The goal is to keep the culture of 
each place the same as it was under the 
original owners,” Cindy said, noting that 
they want to preserve what made each 
restaurant special, while also bringing 
their own personal touch. 

They plan to host live bands and car 
shows at Janine’s Frostee in the summer 
to continue its tradition of being a com-
munity gathering spot.

It’s clear that Cindy and Tim Dugas 
are not just in the restaurant business – 
they’re in the business of strengthening 
communities. Whether it’s through their 
dedication to keeping local landmarks 
alive or by offering their services at 
charitable events like the recent Veter-
ans Dinner in Palmer, they are commit-
ted to giving back. 

“We were just happy to give some-
thing back to our community,” Tim 
said of their participation in the dinner, 
where they served 160 veterans a deli-
cious steak tip meal.

The Dugas family’s work ethic and 
commitment to their businesses are in-
spiring. Their children are already get-
ting involved, with their 23-year-old son 
learning the ropes of kitchen manage-
ment at Howard’s, while their 15-year-
old daughter worked last season at the 
drive-in. The youngest, a 14-year-old, 
just received her work permit and is ex-
cited to start at The Clam Box.

As the Dugas family celebrates a 
new era for The Clam Box, they con-
tinue to honor the restaurant’s roots. 
They’ve taken over a piece of local his-
tory, breathed new life into it, and are 
ensuring that the legacy of the Hibbard 
family, who ran the Clam Box for over 
50 years, will continue for generations 
to come. Their dedication to keeping 
community staples alive without losing 
sight of what made them special is a tes-
tament to their love for both their busi-

nesses and the people they serve.
For fans of The Clam Box, Howard’s 

Drive-In, and Janine’s Frostee, it’s clear 
that the future is looking bright, and the 
Dugas family is just getting started.

CLAM BOX   I  FROM PAGE 1

A photo of The Clam Box staff is shown on the wall. TURLEY PHOTOS BY ABBY MCCOY This train and sign pay homage to the location’s former restaurant, EB Flatts.

The Clam Box is decorated with a fun, nautical 
theme.

ton does. 
Staffing the table, as usual, was Ginger Kelly. This 

day she was ably assisted by her daughter, Faith. Of 
course, honey was on offer, but there was more. The 
Kelly Homestead operation also has 100 hens produc-
ing organic eggs, and they also raise chicken for sale, as 
well as turkeys seasonally.

The Kellys have 80 hives which may not be agribusi-
ness, but it is a serious operation. Ginger could be de-
scribed as a renaissance woman. 

While farming, and raising children she went back 
to school and ended up with a law degree.

The homestead in Charlton is about 2.7 acres. Some 
of the hives are on the land of others, giving the honey 
a variety of flavors.  

The Kelly family estimates they produce 30% of 
their food. The Homestead does a lot of raising, can-
ning, and preserving, and aims to have about a year’s 
supply on hand for the family.

But the family does have plans.
As noted last year, they had purchased raw land in 

Franklin County with the idea of making pollinator 
meadows. The property is 47 acres in the lovely town 
of Warwick on the New Hampshire border.

There will be an orchard, and apiary as well. They 
plan to pursue the art of raising queens.

Other than that Ginger, husband Ken, and family 
spend their days in idleness.

Kelly Homestead Apiary is online at: https://www.
kellyhomesteadapiary.com

Traveling around the room, we came up to the table 
of Girlie’s Cakes. Girlie’s Cakes is the enterprise of Al-
ysse out of Monson.

Girlie’s is somewhat unique in that it is both vegan 
and gluten free. Vegan bakeries abound and gluten free 
businesses can easily be found, but a bakery that com-
bines both? That is rare.

What is on the top of the table looks delectable. 
When asked her favorite creation Alysse said that it is 
Apple Pie Crumble Bars. Why? “It gives the feeling of 
eating home-made apple pie.” It certainly looked in-
viting.

Alysse started baking with her great-grandmother, 
and pursued it as a hobby before going into business.

In a previous market she let us know she will be 
opening a shop in Palmer. That should keep her out 
of trouble.

Girlie’s is on Facebook, and Instagram. TikTok is 
coming.

As the season is heading toward the halfway point, 
the Winter Market continues Wednesdays through 
March 12. We’ll have updates each week. 

MARKET   I  FROM PAGE 1

The Heavygrass lads, Jeff and Ron.

Alysse is shown at the Girlie’s Cakes Table. TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD 
MURPHY
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Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today
413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com

is offering our local businesses
an opportunity to advertise at a reduced rate!

• Business profile - 250 words
• Photo - yourself, employees or building
• Advertisement - 3 x 6

ALL FOR ONLY $275
This special section will run in the

April 3rd issue of The Journal Register
& The Ware River News.

Ad deadline: March 19, 2025
Quarter page ad with story (4.75x8) $275

Half page ad with story (9.75x8) $460
Full page ad with story (9.75x15.75) $650

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
& WARE RIVER NEWS

Tuesday  & Wednesday 11-6,  Thursday & Friday 11-7,  Saturday 9-4

JIM’S FORMALWEAR SUPPLIER
BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER

NAT FALK
64 Main Street, Ware • 967-6721

BIG & TALLS

Customer Service The Way It Should Be 
for 88 Years

All at Prices Below What You’ll 
Pay in a Department Store

FORMALWEAR SALES & RENTALS

YOUR DESTINATION FOR WEDDING, PROM
OR ANY FORMAL OCCASION.

Top Brand Clothing from head to toe

VAN HEUSEN SHIRTS TO FLORSHEIM SHOES

YOUR CARHARTT WORKMAN 
HEADQUARTERS AT 

EVERYDAY GREAT PRICES!

KNOWLEDGABLE SALES HELP  
 ALTERATIONS AT FREE OR LITTLE COST

Nat Falk has been in 
business for more than 
88 years, offering the best 
in men’s clothing along 
with personalized service 
at competitive prices.  

The business was 
started on Main Street 
by Nat Falk in 1936, with 
Joe Lask becoming the 
owner in 1977, and his 
son, Charlie, buying 
the business in 1989. 
Since then, Charlie has 
continued the hallmark 
of the store, offering free 
alterations (with some exceptions) in 
the store with prices at or below its 
competition for the same service.  

Nat Falk offers customer service 
that is second to none while still 
offering prices that cater to working 
people. “In today’s market of 
competitors inflating their prices and 
then running the same sales week 
after week, Nat Falk offers everyday 
great values. We don’t play the pricing 
games,” Charlie said. “We offer 
the best in personalized service at 

workingman’s prices.”
Nat Falk carries name brands 

such as Carhartt, Levi’s, Haggar, 
Florsheim, Izod, Van Heusen, Arrow 
and Carolina, just to name a few. 
They carry big and tall sizes and are a 
proud Boy Scout supplier. Nat Falk is 
the place to go for formal wear with a 
full selection of sales and rentals for 
that all-important day.

Come in today and enjoy the best in 
service at unbeatable prices. It is what 
Nat Falk has been about since 1936.  

Charlie Lask is the owner of Nat Falk, which has been in 
business on Main Street for more than 87 years. 

Nat Falk offers best men’s 
clothing for 88 years

Tuesday  & Wednesday 11-6,  Thursday & Friday 11-7,  Saturday 9-4

JIM’S FORMALWEAR SUPPLIER
BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER

NAT FALK
64 Main Street, Ware • 967-6721

BIG & TALLS

Customer Service The Way It Should Be 
for 88 Years

All at Prices Below What You’ll 
Pay in a Department Store

FORMALWEAR SALES & RENTALS

YOUR DESTINATION FOR WEDDING, PROM
OR ANY FORMAL OCCASION.

Top Brand Clothing from head to toe

VAN HEUSEN SHIRTS TO FLORSHEIM SHOES

YOUR CARHARTT WORKMAN 
HEADQUARTERS AT 

EVERYDAY GREAT PRICES!

KNOWLEDGABLE SALES HELP  
 ALTERATIONS AT FREE OR LITTLE COST

Nat Falk has been in 
business for more than 
88 years, offering the best 
in men’s clothing along 
with personalized service 
at competitive prices.  

The business was 
started on Main Street 
by Nat Falk in 1936, with 
Joe Lask becoming the 
owner in 1977, and his 
son, Charlie, buying 
the business in 1989. 
Since then, Charlie has 
continued the hallmark 
of the store, offering free 
alterations (with some exceptions) in 
the store with prices at or below its 
competition for the same service.  

Nat Falk offers customer service 
that is second to none while still 
offering prices that cater to working 
people. “In today’s market of 
competitors inflating their prices and 
then running the same sales week 
after week, Nat Falk offers everyday 
great values. We don’t play the pricing 
games,” Charlie said. “We offer 
the best in personalized service at 

workingman’s prices.”
Nat Falk carries name brands 

such as Carhartt, Levi’s, Haggar, 
Florsheim, Izod, Van Heusen, Arrow 
and Carolina, just to name a few. 
They carry big and tall sizes and are a 
proud Boy Scout supplier. Nat Falk is 
the place to go for formal wear with a 
full selection of sales and rentals for 
that all-important day.

Come in today and enjoy the best in 
service at unbeatable prices. It is what 
Nat Falk has been about since 1936.  

Charlie Lask is the owner of Nat Falk, which has been in 
business on Main Street for more than 87 years. 

Nat Falk offers best men’s 
clothing for 88 years

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

During the week of Jan. 27-Feb. 3, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Depart-
ment responded to 10 building/property 
checks, 19 directed/area patrols, four 
radar assignments, three traffic controls, 
four emergency 911 calls, one assist other 
agency, two citizen assists, one motor ve-
hicle accident, one safety hazard, and 10 
motor vehicle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, Jan. 27
8:29 a.m. 911 Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, West Road, Vehicle Towed
3:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Gil-

bertville Road, Written Warning
8:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Ra-

vine Road, Written Warning
8:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Hard-

wick Road, Written Warning

Wednesday, Jan. 29
12:24 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Me-

morial Drive, Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

Thursday, Jan. 30
1:54 p.m. Assist Citizen, Selectmen’s 

Officer, Services Rendered

Friday, Jan. 31
12:10 a.m. Medical Emergency, 

Hardwick Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

10:33 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 
Old Common Road, Transported to 
Hospital

4:21 p.m. Safety Hazard, Dennis 
Whitney Road, Taken/Referred to Oth-
er Agency

Saturday, Feb. 1
5:36 a.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

Worcester Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

7:30 a.m. Assist Citizen, Old Com-
mon Road, Spoken To

11:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Barre Road, Written Warning

4:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Ra-
vine Road, Written Warning

New Braintree Police Log 
EAST BROOKFIELD – Second 

Chance Animal Services is excited to 
host its 26th Annual Auction Gala on 
Saturday, March 29 at the AC Marri-
ott, 125 Front St., Worcester. 

This highly anticipated event is Sec-
ond Chance’s most important fund-
raiser of  the year, raising critical funds 
to help provide lifesaving services to 
over 56,000 pets in need. The evening 
will feature hundreds of  silent auction 
items, exciting raffles, and a small but 
exclusive live auction offering one-of-
a-kind experiences. 

With a relaxed cocktail and dressy 
casual dress code, the event is designed 
to be an enjoyable evening for all, com-
bining great company with opportuni-
ties to make a meaningful impact. 

All proceeds will support Second 
Chance’s mission to transform the 
lives of  pets by providing affordable 
veterinary care, keeping pets with their 
families, and finding loving homes for 
animals in need. 

Tickets are on sale now, and seat-

ing is limited, so early reservations 
are encouraged. Businesses and indi-
viduals can also support the event by 
sponsoring, which includes recogni-
tion in event materials and highlights 
their commitment to supporting pets 
in need. 

Donations to the auction are an-
other great way to get involved, with 
unique goods, services and once-in-a-
lifetime experiences being especially 
popular.

“This event is all about bringing 
people together to help pets in need,” 
said Lindsay Doray, Chief  Develop-
ment Officer of  Second Chance. “With 
hundreds of  auction items, raffles, and 
a live auction, there’s something for ev-
eryone. Every ticket, sponsorship, and 
donation makes a direct impact on the 
lives of  pets in our community.”

People may visit http://www.second-
chanceanimals.org/dinner-auction or 
email development@secondchancean-
imals.org to purchase tickets, become 
a sponsor or donate auction items. 

Second Chance to hold 26th 
Annual Auction Gala

PAXTON – Anna 
Maria College recent-
ly announced academ-
ic honors for students 
named to the Dean’s list 
for fall 2024 semester. 

Anna Maria College 
awards Dean’s list rec-
ognition to students en-
rolled in a full-time un-
dergraduate day program 
in good standing who 
have attained in the pre-
vious semester a GPA of 
3.5 with no grade lower 
than “B” for a minimum 
of four courses. 

The following stu-
dents achieved Dean’s 
list: Julianna Stanger 
of New Braintree, An-
gelina Botelho Fritze 
of North Brookfield, 
Brooke Macey, Heather 
Monroe, Naomi Moura 
and Thomas Vanasse, all 
of Sturbridge; and Tyler 
Withers of West Brook-
field.

Anna Maria  
College 
announced 
Dean’s list

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178.

TAG SALE
VALENTINE’S DAY 

GARAGE SALE.

FEBRUARY 14-16, 8AM-3PM. 
6 PARADISE LAKE ROAD

MONSON. 
No early birds please. 

Moving, everything must go.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &     
AIR COND.  

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Techni-
cian, 30 years experience, repairs, full 
and 24 hour emergency service. 413-
275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES
Home improvements, restorations, 
renovations. Fully insuredd. HIC li-
cense. (413) 668-6685.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS 

“We can always work something out.” 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition 
services for adults, specializing in ac-
tive and static exercise. Fully certified 
in personal training and nutrition and 
insured in the state of MA. Call 914-
708-7849 or send inquiries to fader-
ci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

FOR SALE FOR SALEFOR SALE WANTED SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

♥♥
Classified 

Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 4 PM

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

BOATS
1984 LARSON, 15 ft. bowrider, re-
furbished 6 years ago. 80hp, 2 stroke 
outboard. Runs well. Trailer included. 
$700. (843) 226-4786..

TRUCKS
1980 FORD PICKUP. Available for 
restoration. Chassis refurbished, 302 
C6 transmission. Needs body and in-
terior work. Moving, can’t take with me. 
$4000. (843) 226-4786.

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Se-
cure gate access, well lit. Great prices. 
Call Secure Storage at 413-800-
6278 for your free month.

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR
Council on Aging for the 

Town of Oakham is seeking 
an experienced 

Activities Coordinator.  
Miscellaneous duties to include sup-
porting current programs and devel-
oping new programs to increase atten-
dance and participation of the growing 
aging population in the Oakham Senior 
Center. Up to 12 hours per week (flex-
ible) $20.00/hr. depending upon expe-
rience.  Resume should be sent to Ad-
min@Oakham-Ma.gov. or mailed 
to Board of Selectmen, Town 
of Oakham, 2 Coldbrook Road, 
Oakham, MA 01068.

COA COORDINATOR for Town of 
Westhampton. Description available 
online at www.westhamptonma.
gov. Applications accepted until po-
sition filled.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPART-
MENT is now accepting applications 
for a FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immedi-
ately. Visit www.hampdenpolice.
com for more information. EOE

FOR RENT
BRIGHT SPACIOUS 2 BED-
ROOM IN INDIAN ORCHARD, 
3RD FLOOR. $1,100. LARGE KITCH-
EN-LIVING ROOM COMBO. ELEC-
TRIC HEAT. NO SMOKING, NO PETS. 
GOOD CREDIT. 413-543-3062

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

AUTOSERVICES REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED

STORAGE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS
Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 

Email your image(s) with description to:
sports@turley.com

The Town of West Brookfield Highway Department 
is seeking

FULL TIME OPERATOR/
DRIVER/LABORERS 

This position performs manual labor, operates, and maintains equipment for 
the construction, operation and maintenance of town roads and maintains 

town owned facilities. Must possess current and valid Massachusetts Class B 
CDL license with an airbrake endorsement as well as current motor carrier 

medical examiners certificate (DOT card). In accordance with AFSCME 
Local 1364 Wage Scale this position is a Grade 10 -Step 2 at $24.80 per hour 

for 40 hours per week plus overtime for snow/ice or emergencies.   
Applications and a more detailed job description 

are available on the Town website: 
www.wbrookfield.com 

Please contact: Jim Daley at (508) 867-1417 
or email jdaley@wbrookfield.com 

The Town of West Brookfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer and values 
diversity at all levels of the workforce. EOE

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

HARDWICK – On Tuesday, Feb. 4 
at 12:20 a.m. New Braintree Regional 
Dispatch center received a 911 call from 
8-10 Lower Road in Gilbertville report-
ing a fully involved house fire with a per-
son trapped on the second floor.  

New Braintree Dispatch dispatched 
Hardwick Fire, Hardwick-New Brain-
tree Police along with mutual aid New 
Braintree Fire and West Brookfield Am-
bulance. With the known information 
dispatch automatically started a second 
alarm fire response bringing mutual aid 
to the scene.

Hardwick-New Braintree Police Of-
ficer Andrew Ronnau arrived in under 
two minutes of dispatch confirming the 
working structure fire and that the house 
was fully engulfed. Ronnau forced entry 
in a back door but was unable to make 
entry because of the heavy smoke and 
fire. 

Finding an adult female trapped 
on the second floor of the house by a 
window Ronnau was able to get the 
female to jump out of the window to 
him.  Ronnau then dragged the victim 
away from the back of the house, up an 
embankment to the roadway where he 
began rendering first aid.  

Officer Kendall Perrault of the West 
Brookfield Police arrived and began as-
sisting in medical aid.  

Hardwick Fire Deputy Chief Nich-
olas Gaumond arrived and requested a 
third alarm assignment with Hardwick 
Fire Chief Josh Pease arriving shortly 
after him. Aggressive defensive fire at-
tack was started by Hardwick and New 
Braintree Fire units waiting on their 
mutual aid partners.   

West Brookfield Ambulance arrived 
taking patient care from the police of-
ficers. The victim was transported to a 
local landing zone where LifeStar Heli-
copter transported her to Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston for treat-
ment.    

Her current condition is currently 
unknown.    

Hardwick Fire and mutual aid com-
panies remained on scene until 11 a.m. 
The building collapsed during the start 
of the fire; Hardwick Highway respond-
ed with heavy equipment to assist the 
fire departments on scene.    

This fire is under investigation by 
Troopers assigned to the State Fire 
Marshals Office, Hardwick Fire and 
Hardwick-New Braintree Police.  No 
cause has been determined.  

Hardwick-New Braintree Police were 
also assisted by Massachusetts State Po-
lice as Route 32 was closed until 5 a.m.

Person injured in early 
morning house fire

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

SEE FLYER INSIDE!!!!

VOTED #1 APPLIANCE STORE 
IN WORCESTER COUNTY 
4 YEARS IN A ROW!!! 
SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS!

PRESIDENT’S DAY SALE 
PRICES ALL MONTH!!!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

I just SOLD 
this business 

in Ware and I can 
sell your business 

or home too!  
I am a local 

Realtor and know 
this area very well!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

Your WATERFRONT retreat awaits 
with 120 ft of frontage on highly desir-
able Lake Wickaboag in the quaint 
town of West Brookfield. Multiple par-
cels are available which combined 
is almost 1/2 acre. It boasts 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bath and the fully function-
al kitchen provides plenty of cabinet 
space & a center island.  Enjoy the scenic views from the main living area 
and deck.  There’s an outdoor shower and a fireplace at the waters’ edge. 
Lake Wickaboag is a full recreational lake for boating, fishing and swimming. 
Lakefront property is a rare opportunity so do not miss out on this gem.  New 
septic system installed and mini splits. Set up an appointment to view it.

OPEN HOUSE - SAT., FEB. 8TH  11-12:30
3 Lakeshore Dr. Ext., West Brookfield

NEW LISTING - $549,900

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Think Spring!

April 27 ........Some Like it Hot at PPAC...............$120
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find 
your dream home.

Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Feel right at home!

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications


