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Gail of Autumn Leaf Farm offered mushrooms and eggs at the first market of the season on Jan. 7.

West Brookfield Winter Farmers Market is hack

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The start of the day was
not promising with snow
coming down at speed on
Jan. 7, but by 11 a.m. it was
over and the sun came out

so that by 3 p.m. it would
be time for the first West
Brookfield Winter Farm-
ers Market of 2026, held
at the First Congregational
Church of West Brookfield.

On entering, it was the
same warmth experienced
in the old year with vendors

set up and doing business.

Coming inside the hall

Chloe and JARS Bakery & Café are new vendors at the West Brookfield

Winter Farmers Maket.

table.

Next would be Linda

ginger as well as turmeric.

Other vendors that have

on the left was Joy Hinton
of Joy of Beans, famous
for coffee from all over the
world. Moving along on the
right was Robyn Scott and
her Blair House Blooms
with beautiful tulips on her

Fuchs of Flourish Farms.
Linda has been coming to
the market for several years
and also comes to the West
Brookfield Summer Farm-
ers Market. This day, her
table had microgreens, and

been here for a few years
include Rich Laba and
Farm46 from Charlton. He
brings his specialty pork

See FARMERS MARKET
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Selectmen
promoted
Martin to
sergeant

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The Board of Selectmen
promoted Officer Jeff Martin
to the position of sergeant.

At the Jan. 13 meeting,
Vice-Chair Jamie Gilman
said, “We are all aware of Of-
ficer Martin’s contributions
to the department.”

Police Chief Ryan Daley
said Martin joined the de-
partment in 2014 part time,
shifting to full time in 2018.
He said Martin is a member
of the dive team, the drone
unit and boat patrol, and he
has been instrumental in se-
curing grants for the depart-
ment.

Martin will now also be
the lead firearms instructor
for the department.

“Officer Martin is regard-
ed and looked highly upon as
a mentor for other officers in
the area,” Daley said.

Appointment
Daley presented Robert

See MARTIN PAGE 6

Special Town Meeting
to be held Jan. 27

Warrant has articles
for Town Hall roof,
transfers and more

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Voters will take action on
eight articles at the Special
Town Meeting to be held on
Tuesday, Jan. 27 at 6:30 p.m.
at West Brookfield Elementa-
ry School, 89 North Main St.

Supplemental
appropriations

Article 1 will ask voters to
transfer money from avail-
able funds to supplement ap-
propriations previously voted
under article 4 at the Annual
Town Meeting held on June
3, 2025 for the fiscal year be-
ginning July 1, 2025 for vari-
ous town departments.

The purpose of this article
is to supplement a number of
line items in the current fis-
cal year’s budget in order to

fund a number of additional
expenses associated with var-
ious departments and proj-
ects. This article requires a
simple majority vote to pass,
unless funds are transferred
from the general Stabiliza-
tion Fund, which would need
a two-thirds majority vote.
Previous year’s unpaid bills

Article 2 will ask voters to
transfer money from avail-
able funds to pay unpaid bills
of a previous fiscal year. This
article requires a nine-tenths
majority vote to pass.

Grant deficits

Article 3 will ask voters to
transfer money from avail-
able funds for the purpose of
funding and closing out vari-
ous grant deficits and to au-
thorize the Town Accountant
to allocate said funds among
the affected grant accounts as
necessary. These deficits may
arise when grant expendi-
tures exceed reimbursements

See W BROOKFIELD
PAGE 6

Summer Reading kids attended Thunderbirds game

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

SPRINGFIELD - East
Brookfield Public Library
brought kids to a Springfield
Thunderbirds hockey game
on Jan. 19.

This annual library hock-
ey game is part of the sum-
mer reading program at the
East Brookfield Public Li-
brary. Library Director Ca-
rolann MacMaster said this
is the third year the library
has attended a Springfield
Thunderbirds game.

Prior to the game, kids
got to go on the ice at the
MassMutual  Center in
Springfield during a Zam-
boni ride or as it’s sometimes
referred to as the “fanboni”.
The kids got to wave to the
audience and spotted them-
selves on the big screen way

above the ice.
Later in the

Springfield

summer,
the East Brookfield Pub-
lic Library is visited by the
Thunderbirds
mascot, Boomer. This Thun-
derbird is loved at the library

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

Sitting left to right are Trinity, Gwen, Bruce, and Blair getting ready to ride the Zamboni at the MassMutual Center in
Springfield prior to the Springfield Thunderbirds hockey game.

and by the kids.

The kids felt like the stars
on the ice as they rode on the
Zamboni with their parents
and MacMaster. Trinity was
one of the four kids who
attended the Thunderbirds
game this past Monday. Her
father Steve Burritt said this

was her third time going to
the hockey game.

Gwen and Bruce were
also at the game, and both
said this was their third time
seeing the Springfield Thun-
derbirds play. Blair was at
the game with his father and
said he has been to well over

100 hockey games.

“He is a big hockey fan,”
his dad said.

During the Zamboni ride
all the kids agreed that the
Thunderbirds were going

See THUNDERBIRDS
GAME PAGE 6

Select Board interviewed Town Administator candidate

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

BROOKFIELD - The
Select Board interviewed
town administrator can-
didate Bob Ayers at their
meeting last Tuesday.

In his introduction, Ayers
said he is a life-long resident
of the town, and has held
various positions for the
town, serving on the Board
of Health and Select Board.

He said he also has manage-
ment experience in the man-
ufacturing industry.

Each member of the se-
lect board, which consists
of Richard Chaffee, Sarah
Campbell, and Beth Cough-
lin, asked Ayers various
questions, but Campbell
said she had already had
an extensive interview with
him prior to the interview in
front of the public.

Coughlin asked Ayers

why he is seeking the job as
town administrator. Ayers
said that he has been a res-
ident for 67 years, and “can
see from afar things that [I]
think should probably go
differently.”

Chaffee brought up his
concerns about the amount
of complaints the town
receives, including open
meeting law complaints. He
said the town administra-
tor should respond to any

complaints, rather than send
them to town counsel, as
that costs the town a signif-
icant amount of money.

Ayers said that the board
needs to take care of any
complaints they current-
ly have, and stop any more
from coming through.

“I think a lot of that has
to do with communication,”
he said.

Coughlin asked Ayers
what he believes will be the

most difficult part about
moving from his past job
experiences into a town ad-
ministrator position.

Ayers said that he has
worked with people for years
in manufacturing, and had
to know how to work with
them, and follow policy with
them. He also suggested
placing a copy of behavior-
al expectations around the
town offices.

He said that since the

board consists of part time
workers, setting those expec-
tations is difficult.

Ayers was also asked
about what resources and
technical assistance he an-
ticipates needing in order to
do the job as town admin-
istrator. He said he would
need help with the financial
aspect.

See BROOKFIELD
PAGE 6
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— Haston Free Public Library,
161 North Main St., is active
this winter with various ac-
tivities for kids.

On Saturday, Feb. 7 from
10-11 a.m., Ellie Shea, an
AmeriCorps member work-
ing with the East Quabbin
Land Trust, will hold a nature
journaling workshop at the
library for children. Kids can
start their own journal and
practice observing the world
around them through art.

Shea will return to the li-
brary several more times this
year.

The Children’s Room will
have a display called “Blind
Playdate with a Book™ for
the month of February, where
children can pick a mystery
book to read. The books are
wrapped up with only a few
clues as to what kind of book
is underneath. Kids may find
their next favorite book.

Youth Services Librari-
an, Brianna Lamb said this
program is “a great way to
get kids out of their comfort
zones and try something new
or different. Plus, it’s so fun
like unwrapping a gift.”

Mystic Aquarium will be
visiting the library on Sat-
urday, Feb. 21, at the end of
school vacation week. Rep-
resentatives of the aquarium
will be bringing their touch
tank program, where children
and adults can learn about
various marine creatures up
close and even touch them.

Lobsters, horseshoe crabs,
starfish, and more will be fea-
tured in this touch tank pro-
gram. This is a free program,
but people should contact the
library to register as space is
limited.

For more information,
contact the library 508-867-
0208 or hastonfreepublicli-
brary@gmail.com.

Adult and teen programs

There are plenty of activ-
ities held at the Haston Free
Public Library for teens and

- community -
Children’s events at the North Brookfield Library

adults. For example, the li-
brary offers Craft Night, and
the next one is on Thursday,
Jan. 29 at 5:30 p.m. Crafters
will get to work on Frosty
Winter Luminaries, and the
library is accepting any clean
glass jars.

Registration is required
for this craft night. To regis-
ter, contact the library 508-
867-0208 or hastonfreepubli-
clibrary@gmail.com.

Adults can also enjoy
Cozy Mondays every week
at the library from 4-5 p.m.,
a time to visit the library in
the afternoon for a relaxing
day of jigsaw puzzles, adult
coloring pages, mahjong, and
other games. Guests are en-
couraged to bring craft items
such as a knitting or crochet
project as they relax at the
library.

For adults and teens, the
Haston Free Public Library
holds a tabletop game night,
Dungeon World. This is a be-
ginner-friendly game where
players get to roleplay and
express their imagination.

No experience is needed
to play Dungeon World, just
bring your creativity.

Dungeon World is held
every Thursday, 5:30-7 p.m.
at the library. Questions can
be texted to 774-200-9025 or
visit the Haston Free Public
Library on Thursday night to
learn more.

Young adults and kids

For young adults, the li-
brary has tabletop gaming ev-
ery Wednesday at 3 p.m. Join
the Haston Free Library’s ta-
bletop gaming group, which
is built for tweens and teens.
If interested, contact the
Haston Free Public Library
or email blamb@cwmars.
org.

Kids can also enjoy the
Lego Club, every Thursday at
4 p.m. The theme for January
is Snowy. The Lego area has
unlimited opportunities for
kids to build and be creative
in a fun environment.

More information can be
found on the library’s web-
site, www.northbrookfieldli-
brary.org.

Town Clerk

WEST BROOKFIELD -
Town Clerk, Klarissa Rose,
announces that Nomination
Papers are available on Mon-
day, Feb. 2, for the upcoming
Town Election to be held on
Tuesday, May 5.

These papers must be filed
with the Board of Registrars,
in the Town Clerk’s office, for
certification on or before Tues-
day, March 17 at 5 p.m. Final

posts Town Election information

day to withdraw as a candidate
is Thursday, April 2 at 5 p.m.
Appearing on the ballot
will be the following: Select-
man, three-year term; Board
of Health, three-year term; As-
sessor, three-year term; Com-
mon Committee, three-year
term; Library Board of Trust-
ees, three-year term; Library
Board of Trustees, three-year
term; Planning Board, five-

year term; Housing Authority,
five-year term; Water Com-
missioner, three-year term.

The Quaboag Regional
School District positions will
also be incorporated on the
Town Ballot. Two members
from the Town of West Brook-
field for a three-year term and
two members from the Town
of Warren for a three-year
term.

These nomination papers
are available on Feb. 2 at the
Superintendent’s office at 284
Old West Brookfield Road,
Warren. Deadline for returning
these papers is Friday, March
20 by 4 p.m.

Last day to register to vote
before the Town Election is
Friday, April 24, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
at the Town Clerk’s office at 2
East Main St.

Brookfields Lions Club accepting
scholarship applications

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The Brookfields Lions
Club is now accepting appli-
cations for its annual schol-
arship program, according to
club president Bill Cass.

Each year, the club
awards a scholarship of up to
$1,000 to a graduating senior
in each of the club’s member
communities, Cass said. Re-
cipients of the 2026 Brook-
fields Lions Club scholarship
awards will be announced in
June.

To qualify for consider-
ation, applicants must live
in one of the member com-
munities — Brookfield, East
Brookfield, North Brook-
field, West Brookfield, and
New Braintree — and submit
an application before their
school’s spring break. The
application must include the
student’s class rank and be
signed by the school’s guid-
ance director.

The application form is
now available for down-
load on the club’s website
at brookfieldslionsclub.org/

scholarships. The completed
form should be mailed to the
scholarship selection com-
mittee care of Brookfields Li-
ons Club, Scholarship Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 128, North
Brookfield, MA 01535.

For additional infor-
mation, please contact the
Brookfields Lions Club at
brookfieldslionsclub@gmail.
com, or visit the Club’s Face-
book page at facebook.com/
BrookfieldsLionsClub.

About the Lions Club

As the world’s largest,
youngest and most active ser-
vice organization, the mission
of Lions Clubs Internation-
al is to empower volunteers
to serve their communities,
meet humanitarian needs, en-
courage peace, and promote
international understanding.
Members of the Brookfields
Lions Club are dedicated
to service and support in
the communities of Brook-
field, East Brookfield, North
Brookfield, West Brookfield,
and New Braintree.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

N Brookfield Town Clerk announces
annual election information

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The North Brookfield An-
nual Town Election will be
held on Monday, May 4.

The last day to submit
nomination papers is Mon-
day, March 16, 2026, at 5
p.m.

The following offices are
up for election: Board of Se-
lectmen — one seat, three-year
term; Board of Assessors
— one seat, three-year term;
Board of Assessors — one
seat, two-year term (to fill a
vacancy); Board of Assessors
— one seat, one-year term (to
fill a vacancy); School Com-
mittee — two seats, three-year
terms; School Committee —
one seat, one-year term (to fill
a vacancy); Water Commis-
sioner — one seat, three-year
term; Water Commissioner
— one seat, two-year term

(to fill a vacancy); Board of
Health — one seat, three-year
term; Cemetery Commis-
sioner — one seat, three-year
term; Library Trustees — two
seats, three-year terms; Plan-
ning Board — one seat, five-
year term; Planning Board
— one seat, four-year term (to
fill a vacancy); Housing Au-
thority — one seat, five-year
term; and Southern Worces-
ter County Regional Voca-
tional School District (Bay
Path) — one seat, three-year
term.

It is strongly encouraged
that anyone interested in
serving to become familiar
with the work and responsi-
bilities of these boards, com-
mittees, and commissions.

Nomination papers are
available from the Town
Clerk’s Office.

STCC announces fall 2025 dean’s list

SPRINGFIELD — Spring-
field Technical Community
College celebrates the ac-
complishment of the 1,198
students who were named to
the fall 2025 dean’s list.

Local students include
Tammy Gustafson and Ash-
ley Rebecca Hutchins, both
of Brookfield; Nicholas C.
Beaulieu of Fiskdale; Allan
Stanley Gustafson and Lind-
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say Kellaher, both of Gilbert-
ville; Faith Elizabeth Holmes
of North Brookfield; and
Isabella Rodriguez of West
Brookfield.

The dean’s list is pub-
lished each semester to rec-
ognize excellence in aca-
demic performance. To be
considered, degree-seeking
students must earn 12 or
more college level credits in
the current semester, or a to-
tal of 12 or more combined
college-level credits earned
during the fall and spring se-
mesters, and achieve a 3.3 or
above grade point average.

Annual Hearts for Heat
Spaghetti Dinner is Jan. 31

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— North Brookfield Hearts for
Heat is hosting its 18th Annual
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on
Saturday, Jan. 31 from 5-7 p.m.
in the North Brookfield Ele-
mentary School cafeteria.

The dinner is $12 per person
with a cap of $36 for a family
of four or more. Takeout avail-
able.

Tickets are only available at
the door.

Sponsored with the Hayden
Masonic Lodge and supported
by Hannaford Supermarket,
this is truly “community help-
ing community.”

Big ticket raffles include:
Celtics team signed basketballs,
WooSox Family Pack-tickets
for four and other parapher-
nalia, Marks of Asgard Tattoo
$100 gift certificate. Local gift
certificates donated so far in-
clude: Angel Nails, Bike House
Brewery, Bogey Lanes, Boston
Bruins signed puck, City of
Smoke, Connect Restaurant,
Inishowen Farms, JARS Café
& Bakery “Tea for Two,” Jim’s
Pizza, Joy of Beans, NB Li-
quors, Salem Cross Inn, Sec-
ond Chance Animal Shelter,
Shaman’s Closet, Springfield

Thunderbird Hockey tickets,
Strandz Hair Salon, Subway,
and Whitco. The Door Prize is
a Mr. Coffee 10-Cup Optimal
Brew Coffeepot.

The Otters will provide mu-
sical ambiance all evening. Stu-
dents from the North Brook-
field High School National
Honor Society and Valley View
School will assist. The dinner’s
snow date is the following Sat-
urday, Feb. 7.

NB Hearts for Heat is a
501(c)3 charitable organiza-
tion to help North Brookfield
residents in need of emergency
home heating assistance for oil,
propane, natural gas, electric,
pellets, or cord wood. 100% of
donations are used for fuel pur-
chases. Hearts for Heat has as-
sisted 345 families since 20009.

Donations can be mailed
to NB Hearts for Heat, P.O.
Box 44, North Brookfield,
MA 01535. North Brookfield
Savings Bank will match the
first $3,000. Thank you also to
Monson Savings bank for their
$2,000 support.

To access the printable
2025-2026 application, visit
https://www.heartsforheat.org/
NorthBrookfield/index.html

Ham radio club meets on Jan. 27

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The Quaboag Valley Ama-
teur Radio Club will hold its
next meeting on Tuesday, Jan.
27 at 6:30 p.m. at the West
Brookfield Senior Center, 73
Central St.

This month’s presenta-
tion features Bill Simpson of
Smokestack Lightning, who
will explain the basics of
lightning protection and share
a short demonstration with

his “lightning machine.” All
licensed amateurs and anyone
curious about Amateur Radio
are invited to attend, and the
public is welcome to stop in
— especially homeowners in-
terested in practical lightning
safety.

For more information
about the club, upcoming
events, or licensing oppor-
tunities, visit www.QVARC.
com.

St. Aloysius Catholic School to
hold open house on Jan. 26

HARDWICK — St. Aloy-
sius Catholic School is host-
ing an Open House in celebra-
tion of Catholic Schools Week
on Monday, Jan. 26 from
3-5:30 p.m.

Prospective families are
encouraged to visit the school,
located at 52 Church St. in
Gilbertville, where they can

tour the classrooms, meet the
teachers and learn more about
the great educational and faith
filled experiences that await.
For more information,
please call the school and
speak to Roberta McQuaid,
Enrollment Coordinator, at
413-477-1268.

Poetry reading/reception Jan. 29

\SOUTHBRIDGE - The
Jacob Edwards Library will
host a poetry reading and
celebration of the winners of
the first annual Bill Tremblay
Poetry Prize on Thursday, Jan.
29 from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Earning first place was

Stephen Campiglio of Stur-
bridge; second place, James
Spaulding of Brookfield; and
third place, Terrance Lanier of
Warren.

The reading is free and
open to the public to celebrate
this inaugural event.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Second Chance Animal Services is launching an emergency fundraiser to replace the heating system at its Adoption

Center in East Brookfield.

Second Chance launches emergency fundraiser

\EAST BROOKFIELD -
Second Chance Animal Ser-
vices has launched an urgent
fundraising campaign to re-
place the heating system at its
Adoption Center after the ex-
isting system failed and was
deemed unsalvageable despite
extensive repair efforts.

“The Adoption Center is
home to vulnerable animals
every single day, including
puppies, kittens, seniors, and
pets recovering from illness or
surgery, all of whom rely on a
warm, stable environment to
stay healthy and comfortable,”
said Lindsay Doray, Chief De-
velopment Officer at Second
Chance. “The failure of our
heating system during a peri-
od of extended cold weather
makes this replacement espe-
cially urgent. We brought in
professionals who explored ev-
ery possible option to repair the
system, but unfortunately there
is no way to save it. Heat is not
optional for the animals in our
care, and while replacing the
system is a major, unexpected
expense, delaying is simply not
an option.”

Charlton Oil, a longtime
supporter of Second Chance,
helped set up temporary heat to
keep the building open and staff

are monitoring the temperature
around the clock until the new
system can be installed.

In addition to serving as an
Adoption Center, the build-
ing functions as an emergency
placement facility for pets dis-
placed during natural disasters
and other emergencies. During
events such as the historic ice
storm that knocked out pow-
er for a week, Second Chance
provides critical shelter and
care for affected animals.

Without a functioning heat-
ing system, the organization’s
ability to respond in similar sit-
uations is at risk.

Second Chance is working
to raise $14,000 to cover the
cost of replacing the commer-
cial heating system as quickly
as possible. Funds raised will
go directly toward installation
so the organization can con-
tinue providing lifesaving care
and remain prepared for emer-
gencies.

Community members are
encouraged to support the
fundraiser or help spread the
word.

For more information or to
donate, visit givebutter.com/
shelterheat.

About Second Chance Ani-
mal Services

Second Chance Animal
Services is a nonprofit animal
welfare organization founded
in 1999. Second Chance began
as an animal shelter and grew
to help more pets in need.

Today, Second Chance op-
erates Community Veterinary
Hospitals in North Brookfield,
Southbridge, Springfield, and
Worcester providing access to
the highest-quality veterinary
care for all. Subsidized rates
are provided to underserved
communities to ensure access
to care for all pets in need.

Last year Second Chance
helped over 64,000 pets live
better lives through full-ser-
vice veterinary care, spay/neu-
ter services, adoption services,
community & educational out-
reach programs, training, and a
pet food pantry. For more infor-
mation, visit Second Chance’s
website at www.secondchance-
animals.org.

Follow Second Chance on
Facebook: www.facebook.
com/secondchanceanimals

Follow Second Chance on
Instagram: ~ www.instagram.
com/secondchanceas/

Follow Second Chance on
X: x.com/secondchanceas

37th Annual Ice Fishing Derby

BROOKFIELD - The
Brookfields Lions Club will
host its 37th Annual Ice
Fishing Derby on Saturday,
Jan. 31, at Quaboag Pond in
Brookfield.

The event remains the
largest single-day ice fishing
derby in Massachusetts, at-
tracting anglers and families
from across the region.

A $20 entry ticket qual-
ifies participants for more
than $15,000 in cash prizes,
including the $5,000 Grand
Prize, $5,640 in “every five
minutes” cash drawings, and
$4,375 in fish categories. Ev-
ery ticket holder is automati-
cally entered into the major
cash drawings whether they
choose to fish or not.

Derby headquarters will be
located at the Quaboag Pond
boat ramp in Brookfield.
Weigh-ins will take place
from 7 a.m. until the derby
closes at 3:30 p.m., with the
children’s division ending at 2
p-m. and youth prizes awarded
at 2:30 p.m. The $5,000 cash
drawing for all ticket holders
will take place at4 p.m., and a
complete announcement of all
derby winners will air on The
Valley’s Classic Hits 97.7 FM
and 1250 AM (WARE Radio)

at 5 p.m.

In the event that no safe ice
exists by Thursday, Jan. 29,
the derby itself will be can-
celled, and all drawings will
be held at the North Brook-
field Legion Post 41, locat-
ed below Subway in North
Brookfield. No fish prizes
will be awarded, but all tick-
ets will still be valid for the
five-minute cash drawings
and the $5,000 Grand Prize
drawing.

As is customary for this
derby, there is a “one fish per
category per ticket” rule that
helps ensure broader distribu-
tion of prizes and encourages
a fair, community-minded
competition. All qualifying
fish must be caught within the
Central Wildlife District.

Children up to age 12
compete separately using
state minimum lengths, while
young anglers who meet the
adult minimum lengths may
also qualify for the main lea-
derboard.

Tickets for the derby are
available from any Brook-
fields Lions Club member,
and at many longtime part-
ner locations including: K&S
Bait Shop (Barre), Central
Package (Brookfield), R&R

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069
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e

is Jan. 31

Sport Shop (Belchertown),
308 Lakeside Restaurant
(East Brookfield), Fred’s Va-
riety & Package Store (Fisk-
dale), Granby Bait Shop
(Granby), Ben’s Bait (Leices-
ter), Red Ridge Bait & Tackle
(Ludlow), Still Hart’s (North
Brookfield), Nick’s Sport
Shop (Palmer), Glenda’s and
River Town Bait Shop (War-
ren), Mathieson Bait Shop
(West Brookfield).

Following the derby, all
winners will be posted at
www.brookfieldslionsclub.
org, and at all ticket vendor
locations.

For additional information,
please contact the Brookfields
Lions Club at brookfieldslion-
sclub@gmail.com, or visit the
Club’s Facebook page at face-
book.com/BrookfieldsLions-
Club.
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- public safety -
East Brookfield Police Log

During the week of Jan.
5-12 the East Brookfield Po-
lice Department responded to
112 building/property checks,
79 directed area patrols, nine
radar assignments, seven traf-
fic controls, 14 emergency
911 calls, six citizen assists,
six assist other agencies, two
parking complaints, three
motor vehicle accidents, three
safety hazards, one fraud, two
animal calls and 50 motor ve-
hicle stops in the town of East
Brookfield.

Monday, Jan. 5

3:25 a.m. Parking Com-
plaint, East Main Street,
Written Warning

1:43 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Telephone, Dispatch
Handled

4:38 p.m. Assist Citizen,
East Main Street, Officer
Handled

8:12 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Podunk Road,
Transported to Hospital

10:42 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Services
Rendered

10:48 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Podunk Road, Referred to
Other Agency

Tuesday, Jan. 6

8:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

3:30 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, East Main Street,
Services Rendered

5:08 p.m. Radar, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

5:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

5:30 p.m. Directed/Area
Patrol, Podunk Road, Cita-
tion Issued

5:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Podunk Road, Citation
Issued

6:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

7:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

7:58 p.m. 911 Distur-
bance, Draper Road, Officer
Handled

Wednesday, Jan. 7

3:22 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, West Main Street,
Transported to Hospital

4:02 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Town Wide, Services Ren-
dered

7:12 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, East Main Street,
Referred to Other Agency

9:58 a.m. 911 Motor Vehi-
cle Crash, East Main Street,
Citation Issued

1:37 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Howe Street, Officer
Handled

3:16 p.m. Radar, East
Main Street, Citation Issued

3:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

3:25 p.m. Fraud, Connie
Mack Drive, Officer Handled

4:48 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, High Rocks
Road, Transported to Hospi-
tal

5:21 p.m. Directed/Area
Patrol, Podunk Road, Cita-
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tion Issued

5:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Podunk Road, Citation
Issued

6:18 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Connie Mack Drive,
Spoken To

Thursday, Jan. 8

6:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, Podunk Road, Vehicle
Towed

8:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion issued

8:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Cottage Street, Citation
Issued

8:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Writ-
ten Warning

9:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Mechanic Street, Cita-
tion Issued

9:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

9:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

9:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

10:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

10:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion issued

10:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

10:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

11:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

11:06 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Officer
Handled

11:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

11:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

11:16 am. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, West Main
Street, Patient Refusal

11:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

11:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

11:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

12:19 p.m. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, West Main
Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

12:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

12:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
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tion Issued

1:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

1:10 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Telephone, Officer
Handled

1:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

1:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

1:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

1:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, North Brookfield Road,
Citation Issued

2:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

3:35 p.m. Fire/Other, Po-
dunk Road, Services Ren-
dered

10:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

Friday, Jan. 9

9:51 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Unknown, Officer Handled

9:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Harrington Street, Cita-
tion Issued

9:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Harrington Street, Cita-
tion Issued

11:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, Bridge Street, Vehicle
Towed

Saturday, Jan. 10

2:06 a.m. Parking Com-
plaint, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

5:43 am. 911 Medical
Emergency, Faith Drive, Ser-
vices Rendered

6:01 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Town Wide, Referred to Oth-
er Agency

8:41 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Connie Mack Drive, Dis-
patch Handled

11:09 am. 911 Medical
Emergency, Faith Drive,
Transported to Hospital

11:38 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Putney Court,
Transported to Hospital

3:52 p.m. Suspicious Ac-
tivity, Jean Avenue, Officer
Handled

Sunday, Jan. 11

8:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion issued

9:09 a.m. Safety Hazard,
East Main Street, Spoken To

12:18 p.m. Traffic Con-
trol, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

12:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

2:14 p.m. Suspicious Ac-
tivity, Stevens Road, Services
Rendered

2:39 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Howe Street, Spoken To

5:57 p.m. Traffic Control,
East Main Street, Citation Is-
sued

6:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, East Main Street, Cita-
tion Issued

8:45 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Terry Lane,
Transported to Hospital

<
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Reoberta MeQuaia

Winter sowing is a
fun experiment

“Winter sowing” always
comes up as a hot topic on
social media this time of
year.

The basic premise of
winter sowing is to plant
your seeds in mini green-
houses (gallon jugs), place
the jugs outside and sim-
ply let nature take over.
The advantage being that
no heat mats or lights are
needed. No window sills
full of seedlings, either.

While I don’t think it is
as simple as it sounds, I do
think trying it would be a
fun experiment.

Read on this week and
next to consider some of
the pros and possible cons
of this seed starting tech-
nique.

Years ago I read a blog
where a master garden-
er was encouraging folks
to start native perennials
in milk jugs outside. The
seeds of many of these
plants require a period of
cold and moist stratifica-
tion to break seed dor-
mancy.

In simple terms, they
need to go through winter
in order to sprout. Think
of it as nature’s safety
mechanism; seeds germi-
nate at the right time to
survive and thrive!

You may ask, then, why
not just sow the seeds out-
doors in the garden? In
theory it sounds good, but
in reality “the wild” is not
the best seed bed.

From hungry birds
and rodents, to wind and
drenching rains, success
is hit or miss. Safely in-
side the milk jug, but at
the same time outside in
the elements to freeze and
thaw, freeze and thaw,
tricky seeds are coaxed
into germinating. Success
at your fingertips!

Here are the nuts and
bolts! Start with clean
gallon containers, the see-
through kind that water or
milk come in. About four
inches up, just below the
handle, safely cut around
the jug, leaving an inch
or so on either side of the
handle as a “hinge.”

You should be able to
bend the top back and
forth. Make a number
of drainage holes in the
bottom; three or four per
quadrant.

There is a lot of advice
out there on how to do
that, from drilling holes,
to twisting an exacto knife
around and around and
even using a hot tool to
melt a hole in the plastic
(really!). I generally like to
make holes in reused plas-
tic containers by banging a
large nail through the bot-
tom into a piece of scrap
lumber placed underneath.

Once the drainage holes
are made, fill the bottom
of the jug with moist seed
starting mix. With the soil
in place, sow your seeds.

If the seeds are tiny or
even relatively tiny, don’t
cover them with soil, sim-
ply space them out evenly

on top and press into the
surface.

You may wonder how
to deal with tiny seed. I
place it in a folded index
card and gently tap the
card so that the seeds fly
out. If you can handle the
seed easily, do cover with
only a small amount soil,
say an eighth of an inch or
so and firm down.

How many seeds to sow
is a tricky question. If you
want to keep the plants in
the jug until they go in the
garden, then hope for four
plants, maybe six per jug at
the most, figuring how big
they will be at transplant
stage.

For tricky germina-
tors, perhaps double or
triple the amount of seed
you sow versus how many
you desire. If germination
is great, you can always
transplant some out.

Close the container and
seal it with duct tape. Be
sure to label the jug with
the plant name via a paint
pen, really the only writing
utensil that won’t smear,
fade or wash away when
exposed to the elements.

Place the jugs in full
exposure outdoors and
with the cap off, so that
heat can escape and small
amounts of moisture can
penetrate. When the tem-
perature outdoors heats
up past 60 degrees, be sure
to take the duct tape off
and vent your seedlings.
Check often and water as
needed.

The pros recommend
to cover with a blanket
if frost threatens or even
move heat lovers inside
on cold nights so that the
seedlings won’t freeze. To
prevent tip-over by four-
legged friends or playful
kids, pros also suggest
putting the jugs in trays or
bins.

As you can see, this
method is not mainte-
nance-free, but certainly
worthy of a try especial-
ly for gardeners who are
short on indoor space or
in the mood to get their
hands dirty earlier in the
season than normal! Jan-
uvary and February is the
perfect time to start seeds
that need a cold treatment.

Look for key terms on
the seed packet, such as
“stratification needed,”
“sow in the fall,” etc. You
can also use this technique
to sow cold hardy annuals
in March- think chard,
spinach, kale, snapdrag-
ons, bachelor button and
the like.

\Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agri-
culture at the University
of Massachusetts. For 33
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it
to pouimette@turley.com
with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line.
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A final hike
of 2025

by Julie Midura

“You know, honey, we
always talk about how we’ll
really start living ‘some day.’
Once the kids are grown.
Once we have more time
and more money. Once we
retire. But how do we know
that we’ll both be physically
capable of doing something
so demanding if we wait
for ‘some day’ to arrive?
How do we know that we
will even reach that elusive
‘some day’?”

It was a beautiful August
day in 2016, and Tom and I
were standing on the sum-
mit of Mount Lafayette in
the White Mountains of
New Hampshire. We were
completing Tom’s lifelong
dream of hiking the Fran-
conia Ridge Loop — a ma-
jestic 9-mile hike featured
on a National Geographic
List of the 20 Best Hikes in
the World.

On that summer af-
ternoon almost ten years
ago, I was trying to con-
vince my husband that we
should attempt to hike all
of New Hampshire’s 48
tallest peaks. I was 51, and
he was 59 at the time. There
were numerous reasons not
to pursue such a time-con-
suming and physically chal-

lenging endeavor.

One of which, as Tom
stated, was because “We’re
far too old and there’s no
way we can hike up all those
mountains in our lifetime.”

It took a bit of persua-
sion on my part, but he fi-
nally agreed to chase after
those 48 mountain peaks.

Since that day, Tom and
I have not only completed
the entire White Mountain
4,000 Footer List once, but
twice including climbing ev-
ery peak during the winter
season. And we’ve repeated
several of our favorites over
a half dozen times.

In addition, we’ve back-
packed 800 miles on the
Appalachian Trail, com-
pleting 8 of the 14 states.
We have also climbed the
second highest peak in the
continental United States —
14,440-foot Mount Elbert
in Colorado — when I was
58 and Tom was 66 years
old.

The thousands of miles
we have walked over the
past 10 years have not just
proven what our bodies
and minds are capable of.
Every mile has been a jour-
ney of adventure, self-dis-
covery, courage, humility,
resilience, contentment
and gratitude. And every
footprint we have left on
every woodland trail and
every slab of granite has
propelled us forward to the
next.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Our final hike of 2025 in
New Hampshire, just two
weeks ago, continued to do
the same.

It’s minus 2 degrees when
we start up the trail toward
the summit of Mount Jack-
son at 4:15 a.m. The sky
is black and the beams of
our headlamps pierce the
darkened forest. When we
lift our heads upward, our
lights illuminate the trees,
and they appear like figures
standing guard over the
landscape.

The snow-laden ever-
greens groan under the
weight, pressing closer to
the ground, seeming to bow
to us as we pass. The silence
is full, broken only by the
crunch of our boots on the
hard-packed snow.

JWhen we break treeline,
everything changes. We
brace ourselves against the
onslaught of howling wind.
The sheer force pushes our
bodies backward. We slam
our trekking poles into the
hard-packed snow to steady
ourselves, while hoping that
our spike-clad boots anchor
us to the icy granite.

The final steep pitch
makes my heart tremble.
Adrenaline is coursing
through my body. I grab
onto rocks and pull myself
upward, eyes watering, skin
pierced with the sting of icy
needles. I breathe a sigh of
relief when we reach the
plateau, and we rush to the
leeward side to escape the
wind’s torment.

We find a partially shel-
tered ledge and quickly
spread our bright green
sleeping bag over our sleep
pads atop several feet of
snow. We crawl inside of
the double-wide down bag
and snuggle close together.
Based on the weather, we
know we can’t remain im-
mobile for long. Movement
keeps the body warm.

Stillness allows the cold
to penetrate the numerous
layers of clothing we are
wearing. Today, even the
trees are shivering.

We sip hot apple cider
in an attempt to warm our
insides while waiting for the
sun to crest the distant hori-
zon. The cold kisses our
cheeks and the wind fills
our ears. We inhale the frig-
id mountain air and watch
plumes of vapor rise as we
exhale.

See HIKING PAGE 8
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FARMERS MARKET
FROM PAGE 1

products.

Making specialty prod-
ucts out of scrap wood is
veteran market man Bernie
Wilson of B&D Enterprises.
Years ago, he brought pens
and has since expanded the
variety of products.

Thompson’s Maple Farm
came from up in New Brain-
tree. They bring maple syrup
and other maple products,
but also many flavors of ice
cream.

In the center of the hall
was Still Life Farm as usual
with Halley and Curt Still-
man. Still Life Farm was
busy, as customers were lin-
ing up to buy the winter pro-
duce.

Autumn Leaf Farm is the
purveyor of locally grown
microgreens and is the ven-
dor of a variety of mush-
rooms. Gail was staffing the
table this Wednesday. We
asked her why shrooms?

Gail told us she did not
find anyone else doing them
and could not find them in
stores. About a year ago she
started teaching herself.

She usually has five types,
but this day there were Shi-
take, Blue Oyster and Piop-
pino. These are customer
favorites and they looked
beautiful.

Also on the table were
lovely colored eggs from Au-
tumn Leaf Farm’s Golden
Comet Chickens. It’s a breed
of Golden-Brown color that
is a prolific layer and popu-
lar at the market.

To the left of Autumn
Leaf Farm was Bucha Bros.
There motto is “In Gut We
Trust.” What the heck does
that mean?

There is an explanation.
Kombucha is a beverage that
has taken off in popularity
in the last several years. It is
a fermented beverage that is
beneficial for a person’s gut
health

We spoke with Ryan Lau-
rie, co-founder with Edward
Fisher.

Bucha Bros Kombucha
is produced at the Worces-
ter Food Hub. Unlike much
of what is on sale in grocery
stores, Bucha Bros is not
pasteurized. “Pasteurization
kills the billions of tiny good
bacteria that call Kombucha
(and your gut) home.”

Bucha Bros is here at the
winter market and several
others through the year.

On Jan. 14, we again
crossed East Main Street
and entered the First Con-
gregational Church of West
Brookfield. The church has
been hosting the West Brook-
field Winter Farmers Market
for several years now, gener-
ously so.

So, at 3 p.m. vendors
are already set up along the
church hall as patrons ar-
rive. On this day, we arrived
mid-market to see sellers and
shoppers happily interacting.

Coming in the hall, on the
right, were the lovely tulips
of Robyn Scott’s Blair House
Blooms. Though Robyn is
usually greeting shoppers,
she was absent this week.
That was no problem as her
son, Adam, on duty, compe-
tently serving the needs of
customers wanting to take

- community -

Ryan Laurie and Bucha Bros are vendors at the West Brookfield Winter Farmers

Market.

some color home.

Turning the corner, we
came to Kelly Homestead
Apiary  from  Charlton.
Again, in the church was
Ginger, who was assisted by
her daughter, The table had
more than a little honey and
related products. Infused hot
honeys or with garlic are new
this year.

Next, back this week is
Rich Laba, well known for
the pork products he brings
from Farm46 in Charlton.
There are eggs and pastured
poultry, but the jowl bacon is
sublime.

The Chairman of the
Board was next. It is not
in the corporate sense that
Wayne Boulette does this,
nor is it in the sense Frank
Sinatra was. Wayne does
boards, that is making cut-
ting boards and other use-
ful kitchen utensils that are
brought to market. The man
is a dog lover and has a cou-
ple of poodles at home, and
part of the chairman’s profits
go to support the ASPCA.

New this year is JARS
Bakery & Café down from 23
Summer St., in North Brook-
field. Representing JARS at
the Market was Chloe Fre-
dette.

Chloe came with a good
selection of pastries There
was banana chocolate chip
bread, cinnamon rolls with
cream cheese frosting, as well
as apple turnover and choco-
late chip cookies.

Not looking for some-
thing too sweet, a spinach
feta croissant looked good.

Soup was also available.
The choices were creamy to-
mato basil and Loaded pota-
to soup.

To the left was an array
of “gifts in a jar.” There was
drink mixes, soup mixes and
various seasonings.

The café is open § a.m.-2
p.m. Tuesday through Sat-
urday and 9 am.-2 p.m. on
Sunday.

They have variety of cof-
fees and teas and other bev-
erages.

On the first Sunday of
each month at the café there
is “Tea for Two Sundays,”
with a selection of sandwich-
es, fresh pastries and desserts
as well as teas.

JARS also strives to ac-
commodate allergies and di-
etary restrictions.

Also, a first-year vendor
at the winter market is Gold-
en Grain Artisanal Bread.
We spoke with Bryan who is
co-owner, with Leidy, of the
business.

for the Quaboag
pouimette@turley.com.
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Bryan of Golden Grain Artisanal Bread is a first-year vendor at the market.

Still Life Farm had plenty of winter produce.

Bryan is a self-taught
artisanal baker, who want-
ed a break from a previous
endeavor. Bryan is without
formal training but is not
without dedication.

Starting out by utilizing
tutorials, cookbooks, “and
relentless trial-and-error test-

ing, it would become a true
fascination with food.”
Bryan brought the results
to market. On the table was
Rustic Sourdough that was
fermented for the better part
of three days. He explained
that depending on the hu-
midity, fermentation time

could vary greatly. A humid
summer day could see it hap-
pening in four hours, where-
as in winter it could be two
and a half days.

Whole lot of science in
baking.

Also at the market, Bryan
had a couple of focaccias,

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY

and brown butter chocolate
chip cookies. Shok Up An is
a Japanese milk bread.

Such was the mid-Feb-
ruary day at a market. It’s a
welcoming venue, so come
next Wednesday as the end in
March will be here before we
know it.

YFLYNN@TUR
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SPRINGFIELD - Be-
havioral Health Network,
Inc., the designated Com-
munity Service Agency for
Western Massachusetts,
has announced the launch
of its Family-Based Inten-
sive Treatment program.

This new service ex-
pands BHN’s commitment
to delivering essential be-
havioral health care to chil-
dren, youth, and families
through a community-cen-
tered approach.

The FIT program helps

families in crisis to stabi-
lize by providing intensive
home-based support. FIT
serves youth under age 21
with MassHealth insur-
ance.

Each family is support-
ed by a dedicated team,
providing clinical  sup-
port, 24/7 availability and
peer support from some-
one with lived experience.
The team teaches practi-
cal skills to help children
thrive at home and con-
nects families with com-

- community -
BHN launches treatment program for youth and families

munity resources for long-
term success.

FIT is part of a full con-
tinuum of child and family
support services, available
to families in the following
communities of Hamp-
den and Worcester Coun-
ties, ensuring that families
across Western and Central
Massachusetts have access
to timely, compassionate
care: Ware, Warren, Barre,
Hardwick, Oakham, West
Brookfield, East Brook-
field, Brookfield, New

Braintree, North Brook-
field, Rutland and Hub-
bardston.

“FIT expands the con-
tinnum of care within
BHN’s child and family
programs, ensuring fami-
lies receive intensive, home-
based support when they
need it most. These pro-
grams reflect our commit-
ment to building stronger,
healthier communities,”
said Michelle Michaelian,
Senior Vice President of
Child and Family Commu-

nity-Based Programs.

Families interested in
learning more about the
FIT program can call 413-
301-9355 or visit www.bh-
ninc.org.

About Behavioral Health
Network

Behavioral Health Net-
work, Inc. is a nonprofit
regional provider of com-
prehensive behavioral
health services for adults,
children, and families.
Originating from the Child

Guidance Clinic estab-
lished in 1938, BHN has
grown into a network that
serves communities across
Massachusetts.

BHN offers a wide range
of community-based ser-
vices, including innovative,
integrated ~ whole-health
models, traditional clinical
and outpatient care, ther-
apeutic services, day treat-
ment, addiction services,
crisis intervention, and res-
idential supports.

BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

Nelson to the board for ap-
pointment as a full-time offi-
cer on the Police Department.
Daley said Nelson currently
works as a sergeant for the
Stow Police Department, and
has over 25 years of experi-
ence.

The board approved Nel-
son’s appointment.

Community Heart & Soul

Catherine Ingraham White,
a Community Heart & Soul
coach, came before the board
to talk about resident-driven
planning. She said it is a two-
year process and broken into
four phases.

“It’s based around three
principles...one is to focus on
what matters most. It seeks
to involves everyone...and it
focuses on playing the long
game,” she said.

White said Community
Heart & Soul has been speak-
ing with town stakeholders
since the summer to determine
if the program could work in
town.

She said they are still in the
“getting started” phase to de-
termine if the program fits the
community.

White said the Greater
Worcester Community Foun-
dation covers the cost of
coaching, and the town could
also receive a $10,000 grant
from Community Heart &
Soul.

Many residents spoke in
support of the program, not-
ing that it would require ded-

icated volunteers to make it
work.
Water/sewer bills

Town Administrator Ron
Aponte spoke about the new
Water and Sewer depart-
ments’ combined bills.

“We’re going to take what
has been traditionally two
separate, biannual water
bills...two separate biannual
sewer bills...we’re going to
combine them together, so
that will be one bill and now
it’s going to be coming out
quarterly,” he said.

He said the first com-
bined bill would be issued
to water/sewer users in Feb-
ruary.

Aponte said partial pay-
ments would be accepted
and applied to outstanding
sewer balances first, then ap-
plied to outstanding water
balances, followed by cur-
rent sewer, and then current
water.

“We ask for everyone’s
cooperation and patience
during this time,” Aponte
said, and encouraged any-
one with questions to reach
out.

Downtown parking
conditions

Gilman read a letter sub-
mitted to the board by sever-
al business owners regarding
parking conditions on North
Main Street.

One business owner said
downtown apartment tenants
have been utilizing the North
Main Street parking spots and
tying up spaces available for

customers. He asked if timed
parking could be enforced.

He also asked if a town-
owned lot could be turned
into an overflow parking area,
which could be used as over-
night parking for the tenants.

Gilman said there were
signs for short-term parking
in the area, but they were re-
moved to help with the ease of
snow removal.

Business owners said the
lack of parking has been detri-
mental to their ability to bring
in customers.

Board members Gilman
and Ralph Kay acknowledged
the business owners’ concerns,
and said there wouldn’t be a
quick solution to the issue, but
that they would continue to
work toward finding one.

U.S. 250™ celebration

The Parks & Recreation
Committee will host a special
4% of July event to celebrate
the U.S.’s 250" birthday. The
event will be held on the
common and there will be
music, a dunk tank, bounce
house, beer garden and more.

“We want to try and get a
little bit of something for ev-
eryone,” Parks & Recreation
Committee member Nancy
Waldron said.

Spending request

The board approved
a spending request in the
amount of $1,400 from the
Highway Department for a
four by eight foot sign to be
placed on the front of the
new building on Donovan
Road.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Paddles
5. Sunscreen rating

21. One you can rely on
22. Dressed up gaudily

under Turkish rule
43. One who removes
antlers from a flower

60. Midway between
northeast and east

4. Invests in little

8. Very fast airplane 45. Potluck dish enterprises tournament
11. Immune responses  48. Discount 5. Constant 36. Monetary unit of
13. “Partner” to feather ~ 49. Airborne (abbr.) 6. Hobby Macao
14. New England river  50. Cavalry sword 7.Aplace tostorefood  37. Of she
15. Longest river in New  55. Basics 8. Short-tail marten 39. Spoke ill of
Guinea 56. Hollywood director 9. Burn with a hot liquid ~ 40. Elements
16. Midway between Howard 10. Left his heartin San 41 Kilocalorie (abbr.)
east and southeast ~ 57. Afflicted in mind or Francisco 42. Shades
17. Israeli politician body 12. Swedish krona 44, Poem of fourteen lines
18. Back bones 59. Horsley and Majors  14. Legendary actor 45. Pole used in Scottish
20. Consumed are two Connery sport

19. French cleric

25. Representatives 61. Spiritual leader of a length for textiles marijuana

30. Dog breed Jewish congregation  24. Opaque glassy 48. Polio vaccine

31. Pitching statistic 62. Malaysian isthmus substance developer

32. Manpower 63. Fall back 25. Residue of burned 51. Swiss river

33. S. Korean 64. Cheek item 52. Prejudice
entertainer 26. A place to unwind 53. Actor Idris

38. Outsourcing firm CLUES DOWN 27. Japanese honorific 54. Confederate soldiers

41, Viceroy of Egypt 1. Former CIA 28. Terminus 58. Criticize

2. Baseball’s best pitchers  29. Fails to make a shot
3. __ Nui, Easter Island

23. Former measure of

34. Journalist Tarbell
35. College hoops

46. Hollyhocks genus
47. Street name for

Kids and their parents made their way to a Thunderbirds photobooth. Standing in the far right is Library Director

Carolann MacMaster.

THUNDERBIRDS GAME
FROM PAGE 1

to win the game. After they
were seated the kids cheered
for their favorite hockey
team. Some of the kids en-
joyed some cotton candy
while watching the game.

Cotton candy was Trin-
ity’s first choice when her
and her father arrived at the
MassMutual Center.

“The kids love their cot-
ton candy,” he said.

The kids and the parents
had a great time attending
the Springfield Thunder-
birds game. A great event
for the summer reading pro-
gram at the East Brookfield
Public Library.

Blair and his dad enjoyed the Thunderbirds game at MassMutual Center in

Springfield.

TURLEY PHOTO S BY RYAN DRAGO

The Thunderbirds skated their way back to the bench after scoring the first goal of the game.

W BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

or when grant closeout tim-
ing creates shortfalls.

Approval of this article
ensures compliance with
accounting  requirements
and maintains the financial
integrity of the town’s grant
programs.

Capital improvement

projects

Article 4 will ask voters to
transfer money from avail-
able funds for the purpose
of funding various capital
improvement projects or for
purchasing capital improve-
ment items as recommended
by the Capital Improvement
Committee.
Town Hall repairs and roof

replacement

Article 5 will ask voters
to borrow money to pay for
the costs of structural re-
pairs and roof replacement
for the Town Hall. This ar-
ticle seeks to address safety
concerns, prevent further

deterioration and preserve
the historic integrity of the
building.

This article requires a
two-thirds majority vote to
pass.

Tax title expense

Article 6 will ask voters to
transfer money from avail-
able funds for the purpose
of paying costs associated
with tax title proceedings,
including but not limited to
legal fees, title examinations,
notices, filings, and other ex-
penses necessary for the en-
forcement and collection of
delinquent taxes.

These funds support le-
gal and administrative steps
such as title research, court
filings and notification to
property owners. This article
requires a simple majority
vote to pass.

Disposition of abandoned
funds

Article 7 will ask voters
to accept the provisions of
Massachusetts General Law
Chapter 200A, §9A Disposi-

tion of Abandoned Funds
by City or Town, in order
to authorize the town to
follow the alternative pro-
cedures established under
said section for disposition
of abandoned funds held
by the town. This includes
unclaimed checks, depos-
its, credits and other aban-
doned property held by the
town.

Acceptance of Section
9A allows the town to follow
alternate procedures for no-
tices, records and reporting;
transfer  long-abandoned
funds to the town’s general
fund after required waiting
periods; reduce administra-
tive burdens and clean up
old accounting items.

Water Stabilization
Account transfer

Article 8 will ask voters
to transfer money from Re-
tained Earnings to the Wa-
ter Stabilization Account.
This money is the surplus or
“free cash” in the Water En-
terprise Fund.
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Jacoby Labillois goes for a layup.

Gougars grab third win

WARREN - Last
Wednesday evening,
Quaboag Regional High
School boys basketball
defeated Southbridge 65-
60 for its third win of the
regular season.

After a tough start los-
ing three of its first four
games, the Cougars have
now won two of their last
three.

The Cougars started
the week with a 3-5 re-
cord and next face the
Advanced Math and Sci-
ence Academy Charter
School on Friday, Jan. 23
at 6:30 p.m.

Turley photos by
Gregory A. Scibelli

Jack Stevens receives a pass on the run.

Kadin Dufault heads for the hoop.

Jacob Toomey heads down the court to start a
play on offense.

Panthers fall to Clinton, Tyngshorough

BARRE - Last week,
Quabbin girls basketball
enjoyed much of the week
off, but the Panthers were
looking to regroup from
the previous week that in-
cluded a pair of losses.
The Panthers would fall to
Tyngsborough at home 53-
33. They followed that with
a 58-31 loss at Clinton on
Jan. 9. The Panthers were
in action against Lunenburg
earlier this week, but return
home on Friday, Jan. 23 at
6 p.m. to face Hudson High
School.

Mia Ducos considers her next move
as she approaches pressure.

Izzy Doty tries to make a pass away
from the sideline.

Abby Rogowski winds up to make a
pass.

Makenzie Casey charges into the
paint.

Grace Vandoudenhove tries to shoot over a block.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Aubrey Thorpe attempts a shot.

Sophia Giangrande takes a shot just
inside the arc.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Kalyn Roy heads to right side.

Sarah Mohsin tries to make a re-
bound.

Indians not ahle to hold lead, fall to Palmer

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD—The North
Brookfield girls’ basketball
team held a six-point half-
time lead in their first ever
meeting with Palmer High
School.

The Palmer Lady Pan-
thers, who spent the entire
10-minute halftime break in
their locker room, outscored
the Lady Indians,19-5,
during the second half en-
route to a 31-23 non-league
victory at Julianne Caron
Memorial Gymnasium, last
Wednesday night.

“We made a couple of
defensive adjustments in the
locker room at halftime. We
were able to put a lot more
pressure on them and we
forced a lot of turnovers in
the second half,” said Palm-
er co- head coach Denise
Levasseur, who shares the
coaching duties with Aman-
da Theriault. “We’ve nev-
er faced North Brookfield

Olivia Holmes keeps the ball moving
around the perimeter.

before, and we really didn’t
know very much about
them.”

The Lady Panthers, who
made the trip back home
to Western Mass. with a 4-5

Milcaila Ayala starts up the court after making a defensive rebound.

overall record, didnt have
any double digit scorers in
the road game. Eight play-
ers scored at least two points
led by eighth grader Harper
Brouillette with eight points.
She scored four points in
each half. Her classmate,
Aria Nompleggi netted five
of her seven points before
halftime.

Junior Addyson Petra-
shewicz, who’s the oldest
player listed on the Lady
Panthers roster, chipped in
with five points.

While the Lady Pan-
thers were ranked 24th in
the MIAA Division 5 pow-
er rankings on January 13,
the Lady Indians (3-3) were
ranked 23", but three of
their games were not sub-
mitted.

Junior Olivia Holmes
scored all 10 of her game-
high points during the first
16 minutes of the contest.

Junior Ayala Milcalia
added seven points for the
home team.

“I’'ve been coaching both
Olivia and Ayala on the var-
sity basketball team since
they were in the seventh
grade,” said Lady Indians
head coach Caitlyn Malone,
who graduated from North
Brookfield High School
twenty years ago. “We rely
on them a lot. Theyre also
our leaders.”

The trio of senior So-
phie Dufresne, senior Sarah
Mohsin, and junior Kalyn
Roy each scored two points.

A Nompleggi 3-pointer
from the right corner and
a Petrashewicz made free
throw gave Palmer a 4-2 lead

See INDIANS PAGE 8
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Athlete of the Month

NAME: Olivia Holmes
SCHOOL: North Brookfield
Holmes had a great first half for the Indi-
ans in a matchup with Palmer High School
last Wednesday. She led the Indians with 10
points for the game.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the

Week,

contact Managing Sports Editor

Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258
or send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.
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Family

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
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Early defense keys win for Pathfinder

PALMER - Last Thurs-
day night, Pathfinder Tech
defeated Smith Vocational
47-37 thanks to some good
early defense and a great
night from Megan Clark.
Pathfinder limited the vis-
itors to just eight points
in the first half and Clark
scored 23 points to lead all
scorers.

Taylor Allen added 13
points. The Pioneers are
now 4-3 and next play on
Thursday, Jan. 22 against
Bay State Academy Charter
at 6 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Taylor Allen makes her way down
the court.

Megan Clark changes sides of the
court.

INDIANS FROM PAGE 7

three minutes into the first
quarter.

Then Holmes, who was
the tallest player on the
court, took over the spot-
light for the home team.
She made two put-back
hoops and another inside
basket giving the Lady
Indians an 8-4 lead in the
middle of the opening
quarter.

A minute later, a Holmes
coast-to-coast fastbreak lay-
up capped off North Brook-
field’s 8-0 run.

The Lady Panthers en-
tered the second quarter,
trailing by only two points
(10-8) following field goals
by Brouillette and Nomple-

ggi.

A Milcalia inside hoop
gave the Lady Indians an
18-8 lead with 4:40 remain-
ing in the second quarter. It
was their largest lead of the
first half.

The home team was
then held scoreless until the
fourth quarter.

The Lady Panthers, who
trailed 18-12, at halftime, en-
tered the fourth quarter with
a 22-18 lead.

Petrashewicz scored four
of the Palmer third quarter
points, while Nompleggi,
eighth grader Lainey Haley
(2 points), and Brouillette
combined to score the other
SiX points.

A Milcalia jumper in the
lane snapped North Brook-
field’s scoreless drought and
cut their deficit to 22-20 with

six minutes remaining in reg-
ulation.

“Their press defense re-
ally bothered us in the sec-
ond half,” Malone said. “We
didn’t score any points in the
third quarter, which was the
difference maker.

Palmer pulled away at
that point with a Brouillette
baseline jumper, a 3-pointer
from freshman Anabelle La-
due (3 points), and a lay-up
from freshman Evelynn La-
due (2 points). The Ladue’s
are twins.

It was the Lady Panthers
second road win of the regu-
lar season.

The two squads are
scheduled to meet for the
second time this season at
Palmer High School at 7
p.m. on Feb. 2.

T-Birds offense dries up in loss to Bridgeport

BRIDGEPORT, Conn.
- The Springfield Thun-
derbirds (13-18-4-2) con-
tinued to have a tough
time location offense, fall-
ing 4-1 to the the Bridge-
port Islanders (16-17-2-1)
on Saturday night inside
Total Mortgage Arena.

A bad break for T-Birds
netminder Vadim Zheren-
ko resulted in Bridgeport’s
game-opening tally at 6:37
of the opening period, as
Zherenko lost his balance
and fell in his blue paint,
allowing Daylan Kuefler
to carry the puck around
the net and wrap it past
the fallen goaltender to
make it 1-0 Bridgeport.

Aside from that unfor-
tunate break, the T-Birds
and Islanders played a

ADVERTISING

mostly defensive-minded
first period, as Zherenko’s
nine saves and Henrik
Tikkanen’s eight stops in
the Bridgeport crease ac-
counted for much of the
action on the scoresheet.

Matthew Peca quick-
ly got his troops back
on track, as the T-Birds
captain slipped a wrister
through Tikkanen just 49
seconds into period two,
tying the score, 1-1, and
extending his point streak
to five consecutive games.
Matt Luff also extend-
ed his season-long point
streak to seven games
with the primary assist on
Springfield’s first marker
of the evening.

However, that potential
momentum-changer was

|y
TED

SALE

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc.

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:;jamie@turley.com

quickly washed out when
Cam Berg connected on a
wrister from the left circle
just 2:08 later, restoring a
one-goal Bridgeport lead,
2-1.

Shots and chances con-
tinued to come at a premi-
um for both teams, as the
clubs combined for only
43 shots all evening, in-
cluding just 25 in the final
40 minutes of play.

The T-Birds never did
receive a power play in
this one, and the club’s
last-minute efforts with
Zherenko on the bench
proved fruitless, as Adam
Beckman and Eetu Liukas
each connected on emp-
ty-netters to give Bridge-
port the final goals of the
night.

BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

He said that the job de-
scription posted would be
“a quarter of a million dol-
lar job” in a bigger city.

“You’re going to get the
best 1 can do, in the best
interests of this town,” he
said.

Ayers was asked about
a time when he received di-
rection from a boss that he
believed was against poli-
cy. He talked about a time
in manufacturing when a
superior asked him to do
something that would be
dangerous, and he went
to their superior to stop it
from happening.

“There’s certain things
I just know, that I know I
shouldn’t do,” he said.

Ayers also talked about
his past job where he want-
ed to have windows in his

offices to overlook his em-
ployees, so he could be sup-
portive to them. He talked
about how he would work
on weekends to be helpful
to his team.

He said that a good team
comes from clear expecta-
tions.

Coughlin asked what lev-
el of autonomy department
heads should have relative
to their budgets. Ayers said
that the heads should have
full autonomy, and there
should be regular meetings
with them.

As a final question,
Ayers asked the board what
they expect from him. Chaf-
fee said that he wants to
reduce the dependence on
town counsel, and reduce
the budget for it.

He also said that he
wants the town adminis-
trator to have regular com-
munication with the select

board before making deci-
sions.

The board moved on to
a vote to appoint Ayers as
town administrator, which
Chaffee and Campbell vot-
ed in favor of.

Coughlin abstained, as
she had concerns about the
process the board took with
the search. She said they
saw little information on the
other applicants.

Campbell said that Ayers
was the only applicant out
of five they received to agree
to an interview, and that she
does not want to extend the
process further.

After the initial vote to
appoint Ayers, Coughlin
motioned to rescind the
motion, and motioned to
offer him the position pend-
ing contract negotiations.
Chaffee and Coughlin vot-
ed in favor of the motion,
and Coughlin abstained.

HIKING FROM PAGE 4

We remain snuggled in
our lofty sleeping bag on
this snowy perch for over
an hour, unwilling to leave
in spite of the cold set-
tling into our bones. For
we don’t want to miss one
single minute of this unfor-
gettable moment that is un-
folding before us.

The earth itself seems to
be holding its breath, wait-
ing for the show to begin.
With eyes focused eastward,

we watch the black of night
turn into the blazing red
of dawn. The stars above
are being replaced with an
inferno of fiery reds and
blazing oranges-like molten
lava spreading as the hori-
zon slowly burns.

And there it is. The
shimmering golden sphere
we have been waiting for,
spreading its golden light
down the mountainside
and awakening the ecarth
from its slumber. The bril-
liant rays stretch from the

heavens and dance upon
the earth, giving life to ev-
erything they touch.

This experience is just
one of the many that will
burn in our hearts and
memories for as long as
there is breath in our lungs.
An experience that we may
never have witnessed had
we not decided to chase a
dream ten years ago. Had
we waited until we retired.
Had we waited for “some
day” to arrive.

I implore you to not al-
low your age, fitness level,
current circumstances, past
failures or anything else
dictate what you are capa-
ble of! I encourage you to
chase the dream, seize the
opportunity and never live

regretting what could have
been if only you had taken
the chance.

We have but one wild
and crazy life. Today is the
day to go out and live it.

Tom and I have lived life
to the absolute fullest over
the past 10 years. Adven-
turing on weekends and
vacations from work. But
for one of us, at least, life
is opening up to even more
possibilities and opportuni-
ties.

I'm thrilled to announce
that after dedicating 50
years of his life to his ca-
reer, Tom completed his fi-
nal day as a working man
on the last day of 2025!

See you in the wild plac-
es, my friends!

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless

Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
misceLLaNeous | A Gall We Haul

FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WHEELCHAIR INVACARE $175. Re-
clinining wheelchair Invacare $275. Unisex
poncho for wheelchair person, one size,
$35. 2003 Lincoln Town Car Signature,
$4995. 413-538-4484.

WANTED TO BUY

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

\

CHAMELEON Josh noz.let:lslﬁg-sas-5957
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists CLASSIFIED
Residential/Commercial D EAD I-I N ES
Fully Insured e Free Estimates
413-351-1147 FRIDAY AT NOON
/
(413) 687-5552
- J

2026
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

Ao FA4 LF=4
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——

Village Hills

Circulation:

=5
BeT

S

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A ol

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Basg Price
2 | 2 | 28 | 24 e
%5 Beionan | 26 Bsan | 27 Betzeso| 28 Beean00
29 sasgfrce | 30 Basghrce | 31 sasgfrce| 32 Besa s
® ESE et 38 et 38 e
37 Beiaamo | 38 Btmon| 39 Betans0| 40 Besano0
Name: Phone:

Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QaVISA (1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Ccvwv

Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

NEW BRANTREE
WesT NORTH

BRINFIELD

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

The Resident Care Facility at Saint Jo-
seph’s Abbey, 167 North Spencer Road,
Spencer, MA., has an opening for a PART
TIME FACILITY COOK.
Hourly wage negotiable depending on ex-
perience and related skills
Requirements:  High School Diploma or
GED. Ability to speak and read English
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able
to work unsupervised while following food
safety protocols.
For more information and to apply, contact
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager
at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 or by email:
wally@spencerabbey.org

Wilbraham United Church is hiring
a part-time, experienced
ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER.
Apply to Wilbraham United Church,
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street;
Wilbraham, MA 01095. More infor-
mation at www.wilbrahamunited-
church.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT

PALMER: 1 BR Apt. No Pets/No Smoking.
BRETON ESTATES
413-283-6940

[FORIRENTH
a

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

WINTER SALE!!!

|
TOY GLEARANCE'!
SAVE UP TO 70%!!!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!

MATTRESS SALE!!!
SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS, TUBESH!

WHITCO 2
LTI Jrnvwhitcosateacom 08-885-934

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS

AVAILABLE NOW - OAKHAM, MA

This split level ranch in the great town of Oakham has so
much to offer. 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths on the main level,
an additional bedroom/office space on the lower level, w/
second living room and space to add a kitchenette to create
an in-law/teen suite. Multiple heating options include electric baseboards, wood stove, brand
new pellet stove. Solar panels are owned and fully cover the electric bill every month, a HUGE
bonus with the recent rate increases! Newer metal roof, newly paved driveway, brand new shed
w/ heat and electric, large barn (currently being used for a sawmill) and fenced lot, all set up for
animals if looking for a farm/horse property. 3.5 private acres of land, w/ LOW property taxes!
Available for $539,900. For those looking for a unique business opportunity, this property is also
available for $579,900 - This price includes the property as well as all business equipment, and
client list for anyone interested in continuing to operate the sawmill.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

We Do More
So You Will
Make More!!!

Michelle Terry
Broker 130 W. Main Street

michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

LOCAL BUSINESS

ADVERTISIN
SPECGIALS

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

CONTACT US
TODAY FOR
DETAILS

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR ;,
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple ¢ Red
Lt Gray ¢ Dark Gray ¢ Beige ¢ Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Y&

Mie0)

Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete e Cold Patch

Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums

J| PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

OO

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

OO TOL IO

\

7@ veniure fours of iarren <3 @)%
ohurc the Adventurc with us! Y <2\

4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation
June 9-12
$899

May 24....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699

June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........cccousenennae $185
July 11.....Provincetown by Fast Ferry..........couunsenennns $220
July 19.....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
Aug 30.....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise ..........c.ceu.. from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Totally renovated 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch home located in desirable
Tantasqua School District. updated plumbing, electrical, hot water
tank, newer boiler, well pump and roof. Large dining room off

new kitchen with granite
countertops and stainless
steel appliances, all new
flooring throughout. Huge
dining and living room
area. Slider to back yard.
Massive basement ready
for you to finish. Horseshoe
drive and large carport.
Passing title v in hand.

28 Long Hill Road,
Brookfield - $429,900

BisalCaroniReallEState

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
PWAEirS ! cetIPO|BOXCATIB. DoKTiEIAAMAL506,
a1 506734 196299

e e HOmES ety Ity i acaroncom

Accepting New Patients

KELLY & VELAZQUEZ
EYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELAZQUEZ, M.D.
DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

1504 North Main St. 362 Sewall St.
Palmer, MA 01069 Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 283-3511 (413) 589-7308

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

MS + NN PalNTING
AND HOME MAINTENANCE

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Home Painting & Maintenance

Residential/Commercial — Deck Specialists
NO JOB ISTOO SMALL — FREE ESTIMATES L
Fully Insured — HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005
774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

508-6317-1577

< BREAKFAST SANDWICHES

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

I 23 Summer Street
j North Brookfield
I MA 01535
1 < COFFEE
I < GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
In-House Fresh Bakery !
All Occasion Cake I« soups
Cupcakes and Cookies I & COOKIES
Every Month Special Treat Box I < MUFFINS
Available For Sale at the Cafe | & PASTRIES
+ Future Events 1
Contact us to plan your |
next private event. |
.

508-637-1577 "
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm I
& Sun. 9am-2pm

NO ENTRANCE FEE
Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This
is a 55 and better community. This home
includes a wonderful floor plan with very
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes

MLS # 73433198

REALTY

a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 21 Varney
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. Lane,Barre, MA01005.Thisisa 55 and Better community.
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal This home includes a wonderful floor plan with spacious
garage you can park under to fend off winter rooms. Master bedroom includes a large attached
weather. Asking $288,000. See listing on bathroom. Two full bathrooms, large back deck, and two
large wood sheds. Asking 245,000. See MLS#73457117.

A  WATERWHEEL Paul Varney Sr.

NO ENTRANCE FEE

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village
NO ENTRANCE FEE at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This
is a 55 and better community. Includes large
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx.
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $134,900.
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Coll Today!

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

Real Estate Broker and Owner  paulraymondvarney@gmail.com




