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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Superintendent Timohty 
McCormick told the School 
Committee that three staff  
members in a special educa-
tion classroom have resigned. 

At the Dec. 16 meeting, sev-
eral of the School Committee 
members expressed concerns 
about staff injuries and how 
these are dealt with. They also 
discussed an email that was 
sent to Chair John Magario, 
from one of the former staff  
members.

McCormick said this par-
ticular classroom sometimes 
requires physical restraint in 
order to support students. He 
said a physical restraint is al-
ways the last resort used in or-
der to keep a student safe. 

“There’s been a lot of work 
by both Ms. Emory and Mr. 
Murphy to kind of look at the 

schedules of the staff mem-
bers who are in there to make 
sure that we’re maximizing the 
support,” he said. 

This includes having the 
Board Certified Behavior An-
alyst work with students who 
require a plan to support their 
behaviors.

McCormick said at no time, 
do they ever want a student or 
staff member hurt when en-
gaging in a restraint and he 
said these staff members re-
ceive annual training on how 
to safely restrain a student and 
rotate staff members out. He 
said physical restraints are re-
ported to the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education. 

School Committee Sec-
retary Tonya Matthews said 
she would like to know how 
many physical restraints are 
occurring in this classroom. 
McCormick said due to con-
fidentiality, DESE reports 
physical restraint data accord-
ing to how many students are 

involved, how many restraints 
occurred and if  there were in-
juries; it does not show how 
many restraints occurred with 
specific students or class-
rooms.

“A student that is not ap-
propriately serviced here in 
the town, if  the problems are 
too much, the difficulties…the 
struggles are too much for the 
town to handle and we have to 
trust that the school and the 
administration is making sure 
that that child is getting the 
education that they deserve 
in the safety environment for 
them and for the staff,” Mat-
thews said. 

Matthews said she is also 
concerned with the number 
of resignations related to this 
classroom.

“I feel like there’s a state-
ment being made here,” she 
said.

Superintendent’s report
McCormick said the school 

district was accepted into part 

School Committee discusses 
concerns about staff departures

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Town Administrator Michael 
Szlosek told the Board of Se-
lectmen he met with the High-
way Department and the state 
about a summer project aimed 
at redoing Route 67 from the 
New Braintree town line to 
Spring Street.

“This will be done by the 
state with their contractors,” 
Szlosek said at the Dec. 17 
meeting. “They will be taking 
financial responsibility for it.” 

Spending requests
The Highway Department 

requested approval to spend 
$685 to purchase a new salt cal-
ibration computer sensor after 
the old one shorted out from 
corrosion. Board of Selectmen 

State looks at redoing 
Route 67 this summer

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Looking for something to do 
with your little ones? Visit the 
East Brookfield Public Library 
at 122 Connie Mack Drive.

If you want to get your kids 

more involved in social interac-
tions, the library has great ac-
tivities for them. 

Join a story time, an activity 
fun for children ages 6 months 
to 6 years old. Children will 
have a good time by playing 
games, listening to stories and 
creating art projects they can 

Library offers story times 
and drop-in crafts

Marking its 30th anniversary year, the East Quabbin Land Trust held its annual New Year’s Day walk on the Mass Central Rail Trail to kickoff 2024 events. FILE PHOTO

See SCHOOL   I   PAGE 12

See ROUTE 67   I   PAGE 12

See LIBRARY   I   PAGE 5
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1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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$300 for three papers
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Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill, get them 
the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions you 
have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section will 
run in your community newspapers.

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393
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Helping You Find help
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Americans’ 

“uncle”
  4. Chair
  8. Ancient king-

dom
 10. Egyptian city
 11. Alaskan 

glacier
 12. One from 

Somalia
 13. Ancient 

alphabets
 15. Relating to 

vocabulary
 16. Small 

mongrels
 17. Natural 

settings
 18. Weekend en-

tertainments
 21. Line from 

which light 
seemingly 
streams

 22. Your own 

private code
 23. Swiss river
  24. Satisfaction
 25. A person’s 

brother or 
sister

 26. Folk singer 
DiFranco

 27. The Blonde 
Bombshell

 34. Kids’ school 
project

 35. Bluish 
greens

 36. Classifying
 37. Cube-sha-

ped
 38. Choo-choos
 39. Indian reli-

gious god of 
dissolution

 40. French de-
partment

 41. Leak into 
gradually

 42. Foundation

 43. Midway 
between south 
and southeast

CLUES DOWN
  1. Counterba-

lancing debt
  2. In slow tempo
  3. Glamorous 

city
  4. Japanese 

lute
  5. Makes law
  6. Informative 

book
  7. Animal’s body 

part
  9. American 

playwright
 10. Blood poiso-

ning
 12. Angels
 14. Sino-Soviet 

block (abbr.)
 15. Written 

account

 17. Unwelcome 
pest

 19. Saddle 
horses

 20. Type of 
gibbon

 23. Delta is one
 24. NE Massa-

chusetts cape
 25. Soup cracker
 26. Yes vote
 27. Muddy 

ground
 28. Physics ap-

paratus (abbr.)
 29. Type of drug
 30. German city
 31. Animal 

disease
 32. Martini 

ingredients
 33. Get away
 34. Spanish 

municipality
 36. Thrust a 

knife into

WEST BROOKFIELD – Knights of Colum-
bus Council 11080 is sponsoring a spaghetti dinner 
on Saturday, Jan. 18 in Dugan Hall, Sacred Heart 
Church, 10 Milk St. 

Proceeds from this event will benefit Supporting 
Orphans Nationally & Globally (S.O.N.G.). 

Dinner includes pasta fagioli, garden salad, meat-
balls and sausage, spaghetti and sauce, Italian bread, 
dessert, water, soda and coffee. The cost is a $15 do-
nation for adults and $10 for children under 12 years 
old. 

Take-out is available at 6 p.m. and sit-down din-
ner is served at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission tickets are also good for entry for a 
special door prize. Raffle tickets for a 50/50 raffle and 
more will be available.

Advance ticket purchase is encouraged and ap-
preciated. Tickets are available from any Knight or 
by calling 413-813-8100 or by emailing wallycon-
nor122@gmail.com.Tickets will only be available at 
the door while they last.

Knights host spaghetti 
dinner on Jan. 18

State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume’s Chief of 
Staff Donna Farmer and State Sen. Peter 
Durant’s District Liaison Jared Grigg and 
Communications Director Kim Mongeau 
invite constituents and town officials to meet 
them to express any concerns, ideas or issues 
that they may need assistance with.

Upcoming dates include Monday, Jan. 
6, East Brookfield Senior Center from 9-10 

a.m., Brookfield Town Hall from 10:15-11:15 
a.m. and West Brookfield Senior Center 
from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Wednesday, Jan. 
8, Ware Senior Center from 9-10 a.m., Hard-
wick Municipal Offices from 10:15-11:15 
a.m., New Braintree Town Hall from 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. and North Brookfield Senior 
Center from 12:45-1:45 p.m.; Monday, Jan. 
13, Hubbardston Senior Center from 9:30-

10:30 a.m., Barre Senior Center from 10:45-
11:45 a.m. and Oakham Town Hall from 
noon-1 p.m.; Tuesday, Jan. 14, Spencer Town 
Hall (Tammy Ruda from State Rep. John 
Marsi’s office will also attend) from 10-11 
a.m. and Leicester Senior Center from 11:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.

To arrange a private meeting, contact 
Farmer by calling 774-402-4742.

Berthiaume and Durant hold office hours across region

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/2/25-1/8/251/2/25-1/8/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 51/60 COUNT

PEELED & DEVEINED
RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ..................

$191
lb

lb77¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FRENCH TOAST STICKS 2 LB BAG $549

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$799
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SIRLOIN 
STEAKS ...........................................BEEF 

STRIP LOIN

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$335
lb

$611
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST ............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK LOIN  
CHOPS or ROAST .............

$199
lb

$299

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
CORNED BEEF COOKED ......$699
SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE .........

$599
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..$244

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$629
lb

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Department of Transportation 
held a meeting at the library to solicit feedback from 
the public about the East/West Rail Project.

Members of the public were invited to a public 
information meeting in the Palmer Public Library’s 
Community Room on Dec. 16, where the project team 
provided an overview of the study’s background, the 
station site alternatives and evaluation, and design 
considerations for the potential future rail station. 
After the presentation, the attendees were asked to 
provide feedback on the site alternatives and design 
considerations.

Andy Koziol, the director of the project, has been 
with MassDOT since June of last year. 

“We received quite a bit of feedback, there was a lot 
of public participation,” Koziol said.

Of the previous 11 sites, the project team has nar-
rowed the focus to six that meet the ideal criteria for 
the new site.

“One of the reasons we went out for public feed-
back was to give public a chance to highlight anything 
we might have missed,” Koziol said. “We feel pretty 
confident, with the local knowledge of the Steering 
Committee, together with that we’ve done a compre-
hensive look at each site, but the public can bring ad-
ditional factors. I think committee is being patient to 
make sure we use all the information available to us 
before we make any further decisions.”

The meeting involved some controversy, much of 
which was centered on the elimination of Steaming 
Tender Restaurant as a potential site for the station.

“Very early in our process we identified what we 
refer to as the requirements for rail infrastructure,” 
Koziol said.

Koziol explained that the designs require a high-lev-
el, 800-foot platform to allow for level boarding on all 
coaches. There will also need to be about 1,775 feet of 
an adjacent track.

Koziol said that this is complicated by the proper-
ties near Steaming Tender, citing the CSX yard across 
from the tracks.

“Part of that is the CSX yard right across from 
tracks,” Koziol said. “Then the horizontal width be-
neath the South Main Street bridge. Not only would 
the bridge have to be reconstructed, but this particu-
lar layout would require purchasing several properties, 

which would make that not feasible.”
This was countered by Blake Lamothe, the owner 

of Steaming Tender, who argued at the meeting that 
another proposal could fit in the space provided by 
the restaurant and would be a better use of the town’s 
assets.

“News stations are categorizing it a Category Four 
with Amtrak, which means they want to build these big 
long platforms,” Lamothe said. “We could have gone 
under Category Two or Three, which would allow us 
to use the existing structure for the station stop.”

Another concern Lamothe voiced was for the cen-
tral corridor passage coalition. He said that combin-
ing a North/South line with the East/West station 
would allow passenger service up to Montreal, and 
would trigger growth and overnight stays in the center 
of town.

“By managing assets, what you can do is put a cou-
ple million dollars into an existing station and develop 
a North/South line along with the East/West line and 
take the money to put into town to upgrade parking 
lots, infrastructure, sidewalks, and the stuff we need to 
get good, healthy growth downtown again,” Lamothe 
said. 

“The amount of people in town who are going to 
take the train are minimal,” Lamothe said. “So you’ve 
got to create economic growth here.”

Koziol agreed with Lamothe that a station far 
from the town center would not be ideal for economic 
growth, and mentioned it as a focus for the project.

“The general sentiment is that having the meeting 
station as close to downtown is desirable, we’ve heard 
that repeated several times through multiple medi-
ums,” Koziol said.

This project is currently ongoing, with the first 
route currently in the works. Koziol said that the team 
is going to use the feedback its received to hone in on 
a site that is both feasible to MassDOT and supported 
by the community, at which point the project team will 
be able to work on a conceptual design for the station.

“Along the way, there will be supportive planning 
activities to plan for things like various mobility op-
tions – like a bus service that can serve the station to 
bring additional passengers,” Koziol said. “We’ll be 

looking at environmental constraints and preparing 
ourselves to go after federal funds. We’re really not 
getting involved in those quite yet, but setting the stage 
in background data analysis.”

An informal meeting with the public concerning 
the station is scheduled for Monday, Jan. 27, from 6-8 
p.m. You can continue to send your feedback to Mass-
DOT by sending an email to Andrew.M.Koziol@dot.
state.ma.us.

Feedback sought about station for East/West Rail Project

FITCHBURG – Fitchburg State University recent-
ly held the winter ceremony of its 128th commence-
ment exercises, conferring hundreds of graduate and 
undergraduate degrees.

It was the first ceremony for Dr. Donna Hodge, who 
joined the Fitchburg State campus this summer as its 
12th president.

Local graduates are Morgan M. Button of Fisk-
dale, Master of Education in special education; Jon-
athan Edward Parent of North Brookfield, Certificate 
of Advanced Graduate Study in educational leader-
ship/management; Margaret A. Smith-Michunas of 
North Brookfield, Master of Education in educational 
leadership/management and  Anthony Paul Giuggio 
of Sturbridge, Master in Business Administration.

“Today, I am filled with profound pride and grati-
tude,” she told graduates and guests at the ceremony, 
which was held in the university’s Athletics and Rec-
reation Center. “This marks my inaugural semester as 
president of this esteemed institution and it is an hon-
or to witness this pivotal milestone in your academic 
journeys. I am particularly humbled to serve as the first 
woman president in Fitchburg State’s 130-year history. 
You are my first graduating class, among some of the 
first students I met upon my arrival this summer, and 
officially tonight, you have all become part of my own 
story. Our historic moment underscores the progress 
we have achieved as a university committed to equity, 
inclusion, and the pursuit of excellence.”

FSU lists winter graduates
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I received an email from a Brimfield resi-
dent on Dec. 15. 

He said he checked out a pond in Ludlow 
in preparation for doing the Christmas Bird 
Count with the Allen Bird Club. He said, 
“My wife and I have been covering the town 
of Ludlow since 1989 and did my first count 
with the club in the late 1970s.”

He saw four American Wigeons. He said, 
“Males with white crown/forehead and fe-
male with gray head brown body was swim-
ming with the males. The male’s white spot 
was very visible even to 
the unaided eye.”

The American 
wigeon is 21 inches 
long. The male has a 
white forehead and 
crown, gray head and 
a green iridescent patch 
through the eye. The 
male has a white spot 
before the tail, which 
the Brimfield men-
tioned in his email. 

The female has 
brownish sides, gray-
ish head and sides, a 
dark eyespot and light gray bill with black 
tip. The female wigeon lays six to 12 white 
eggs in a grassy nest. The nest is concealed 
in rushes, sedge or under tree clumps. 

American wigeons feed on pond weeds, 
milfoil, wigeon grass, wild celery and eel-
grass. They may eat vexation stirred up by 
diving ducks such as canvasbacks. They 
summer on lakes and marshes and winter 
on wet meadows, lakes and protected cos-
tal waters. They are usually found in small 
flocks. During courtship competing males 
give whistling calls and lift folded wings 
nearly vertical above their back. Males give 
soft descending three syllable whistles.

Other birds
Other birds seen by the Brimfield resident 

at the Ludlow Reservoir were 63 Canada 
geese, six mallards, 83 hooded mergansers, 
161 common mergansers, one ring-billed 
gull, three common loons and one bald ea-
gle flew directly overhead just above the tree 
tops. Other birds were two American crows, 
two tufted titmice and two dark-eyed juncos.

Hooded mergansers 
I received an email from a woman on Dec. 

14. She said, “The ponds on Brook Road in 
West Warren have more treasures. Two days 
ago I saw a pair of hooded mergansers. I sat 

and watched for several minutes and they 
spent most of the time under water.”

Bird at feeder
I received an email from a woman on 

Dec. 20. She wrote, “I have spotted a bird 
I believe to be a yellow warbler coming to 
my feeder. My knowledge of the bird is that 
it migrates south or the winter.” She sent a 
photo, but the bird was eating so the beak 
and head were not visible. It had two white 
wing bars, olive color and some yellow. It 
may be a male American goldfinch in winter 
plumage. They do spend the winter here and 
retain some of their yellow feathers.

Loon fact
Most of the fish loons catch are small 

enough to be swallowed whole when they’re 
still underwater. However, when a loon cap-
tures a larger fish, it may need to return to 
the surface to subdue it before it is able to 
consume it. Loons may slap a fish against 
the surface of the water or repeatedly drop 
and recapture it until the fish stops strug-

gling and is manageable 
enough to be swallowed.

Loons swallow fish 
whole, headfirst. When 
a loon starts to swallow 
a large fish, it will first 
ensure that it is orient-
ed properly, sometimes 
dropping the fish and 
picking it up several times 
until it is properly posi-
tioned. Once the fish is 
aligned so that it is head-
first in the loon’s mouth, 
the loon begins the pro-
cess of swallowing. Loons 

have sharp, rear-facing projections along the 
roof of their mouths and on their tongues. 
These projections, called denticles, interlock 
with the fish’s scales, ensuring that the fish 
is not able to escape back into the water. 
Loons then press their tongue into the fish 
and begin to inch it down the throat, into 
the esophagus. 

Depending on the size of the fish a loon 
is trying to eat, it may take a few seconds 
to several minutes for the loon to swallow. 
Once in the esophagus, the fish moves down 
into the gizzard. A loon may open its mouth 
and repeatedly extend its neck upward and 
then contract it back towards its body to 
help move particularly large fish through the 
esophagus to the gizzard.

American crow
I saw about five or six American crows 

foraging on a lawn on my way to church this 
cold Sunday morning. With the temperature 
registering 8 degrees F, the crows had their 
feathers all puffed up for warmth.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

I spent last night curled up on the couch 
with a seed catalog in hand. It was a nos-
talgic few hours for me, in which I was 

transported back decades, to when garden-
ing was new and my time and energy were 
boundless.  

Regardless of it being the present day, I 
began circling this and that, and even curled 
a few pages too. All the fruit and vegetables I 
could grow, and store, and preserve, and eat, 
all year long.  

Could my homesteading nature be bub-
bling back up to the surface? Perhaps. And 
wouldn’t that wonderful if  it could be a reali-
ty? It surely would.  

Talk about an admirable ambition for the 
New Year.

I started to think about what my family 
eats on a regular basis and what I would have 
to do to grow enough food to last throughout 
the year or at least seriously supplement what 
we typically buy. The most important consid-
erations are taste and productivity.  

If  a variety is productive, but doesn’t taste 
great, then what is the point?  

I have “plugged” Fedco Seeds a number 
of times through the years. The newsprint 
catalog is full of such great information; fol-
low up by looking online (fedcoseeds.com) 
to get a color picture of what you will grow. 
I specifically enjoy reading the personal rec-
ommendations from the trialers in many of 
the descriptions!  

The biggest problem I have growing toma-
toes is with early blight. Last night I found 
a great disease resistant paste tomato called 
Plum Regal that will suit my needs well, 
hopefully yielding many quarts of sauce for 
the cupboards. 

And what about that Little Dipper But-
ternut Squash? Disease resistance reigns 
true here, with taste and productivity rank-
ing high too. Twenty-two fruits from three 
plants? I’ll take it. 

Succession planting is paramount if  I 
want to grow lots of food consistently. This 
planting method is defined as “planting more 
than once.” 

It can be planting lettuce, for example, ev-
ery two weeks throughout the growing season 
or planting beets in the spot the peas vacated. 
Reading the catalog reminded me that not ev-
ery variety is suited for successional sowing.  

In other words, the lettuce I sow for an 
early spring sowing might not be best for 
planting in the summer, and summer lettuce 
definitely won’t be the best to extend my 
growing from fall into winter. I will definitely 
plan accordingly.  

Likewise, I may love “Jade” green beans, 
but they wouldn’t be the best for my first sow-
ing because they are white seeded and typi-
cally white seeded beans rot in cool soil. I’ll 
start with a dark seeded bean.

I am really looking forward to trying to 
grow a few new things this year, watermelon 
and cantaloupe to be exact. Less fruit to buy 
is a good thing, right? 

I learned some tips from the catalog. 
Namely, to start the melons indoors, then 
transplant at two or three weeks old, be-
fore the roots tangle, into soil that has been 
amended with lots of aged manure or com-
post and prewarmed with black plastic 
mulch. 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

A New Year of 
possibilities

American wigeon

See GARDEN   I   PAGE 5
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Sponsored by the Western Mass Fly Fishermen
 starting January 9th, 2025.

Held at the Ludlow Elks Lodge, 
69 Chapin Street,  Ludlow, Mass.

Thursday nights for 8 weeks from 7PM to 9PM.

The classes are open to the public with children 10 years 
and up being accompanied by an adult.

Classes are geared to the beginner or novice. 
Course materials and tools will be supplied!

Space is limited.

 To reserve a seat please 
contact John Lawor at 413-579-1994. 

For more information visit http://wmffclub.org

Free 
Fly Tying
Classes

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

take home afterwards. 
Story times are held on Thursdays at 

10:30 a.m., and caregivers are required 
to stay with their child. One adult care-
giver is required for every two children. 

Every Monday in the children’s 
room there is a self-directed craft proj-
ect available. Craft projects may have 
small parts and children under 12 years 
old must be accompanied by an adult, 
with one adult for every two children. 
This project is available as long as the 
supplies are available.

The East Brookfield Library’s Knit-

ting Group and the Book Club are 
each looking for new members. 

The Knitting Group meets on 
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. All skill lev-
els are welcome to the knitting group. 
Bring a current project or check out 
our many pattern books for inspira-
tion. 

The library’s Book Club meets the 
first Tuesday of  every month at 11 a.m. 
Stop by the library and pick up the 
book in advance. Patrons are welcome 
to pick up the book even if  they are not 
attending the discussion.

LIBRARY   I  FROM PAGE 1

WARE – The Recovery Center of 
HOPE and the Quaboag Hills Sub-
stance Use Alliance will be hosting a 
Community Cold Weather Drive to 
benefit local individuals and families 
facing hardships.

They will be accepting new and gen-
tly used gloves, mittens, scarves, sweat-
ers, blankets, base-layers, jackets and 
coats and new beanies and socks. 

Items will be collected through the 
spring and can be dropped off at the 
following locations: Town Hall, 126 
Main St., Mondays and Tuesdays from 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Recovery on Main, 78 
Main St., Wednesdays from 1-3 p.m.; 
Ware Library, 37 Main St., Thursdays 
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Recovery Cen-
ter of HOPE, Fridays from 2-4 p.m. 

Cold weather clothing drive ongoing through spring

Using row covers over the plants un-
til flowers appear will keep off the cu-
cumber beetles and provide additional 
heat. The catalog also provided some 
interesting tips on how to harvest ripe 
melons.  

When I did manage to grow a plant 
to maturity, there is absolutely nothing 
worse than cutting into a melon noto-
riously unripe with no way to ripen it. 
Best to call it chicken food at that point.  

So this year I will grow ripe melons, 
lots of lettuce and butternut squash 

along with gallons of tomato sauce. 
And more. A New Year of possibilities.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the position 
of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject 
line.  

GARDEN   I  FROM PAGE 4

Dear Rusty: 
I am 76 years old and a retired high 

school counselor/teacher. I was mar-
ried to my first husband from 1968 
until 1981. He is still living and he re-
married two more times and, I believe, 
he is currently divorced. He is 77 years 
old. His income was always much 
higher than mine. I was married to my 
second husband from May 1989 until 
we divorced in April 2017. My second 
husband died in June 2023. What I 
wonder is if  I am entitled to receive So-
cial Security benefits based upon the 
income of either of my ex-husbands? 

Signed: Twice Divorced Spouse 
 
Dear Twice Divorced: 
Divorced spouses are entitled to the 

same benefits as a current spouse if  
their marriage lasted at least 10 years 
which, in both cases, yours did. 

The other caveat is whether your 
own SS retirement benefit is less than 
you are entitled to from either of your 
ex-husbands. If  your own SS retire-
ment benefit is less, then you will get 
an incremental amount on top of your 
own SS retirement to bring your total 
monthly benefit up to your spousal or 
surviving spouse) entitlement.  

 Since your first husband is still liv-
ing, it is likely that your best financial 
option is to claim a surviving ex-spouse 
benefit from your deceased second 
husband. The reason is that survivor 
benefits from husband #2 are based on 
his actual benefit at his death, whereas 
benefits from a living ex-spouse, hus-
band #1, are based upon his full retire-
ment amount. 

In other words, it is likely that 100% 
of deceased husband #2’s benefit at his 
death is more than 50% of living hus-
band #1’s current benefit at his Full 
Retirement Age.  

It is, of course, possible that 50% of 
your first husband’s FRA entitlement 
is more than 100% of your second hus-
band’s benefit at death, in which case 
your ex-spouse benefit from your first 
husband could be more. 

The only way to sort this out is to 
contact Social Security at 1-800-772-
1213 to make an appointment to ap-
ply for surviving ex-spouse benefits 
from your deceased second husband. 
Explain that your first ex-husband 
is still living and that you are unsure 
of what your benefits are as your first 
husband’s ex-spouse. 

Social Security will be able to de-
termine from their records, which one 
provides you with a higher benefit 
amount, provide each husband’s So-
cial Security number when you call. 
As I said, your best financial option 
will likely be to take your survivor 
benefit from your deceased second 
ex-husband note, however, if  your first 
ex-husband also dies before you, you 
can subsequently file for a survivor 
benefit from him, if  that is more than 
you are getting from your second hus-
band’s record. 

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Am I entitled to more Social Security 
from my ex-husbands?
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Looking back on 2024

Retired kindergarten teacher Deb Provencher reads “Thidwick the Big-Hearted Moose” by Dr. Seuss to Laura 
Marino’s fourth grade class during Community Reading Day held at West Brookfield Elementary School in 
March.

In February, New Braintree residents got into the “swing” of pickleball at Town Hall. Tom Clough is shown 
giving instructions to players prior to a match. FILE PHOTOS

Hazel Gaines, age 7, is all smiles as she makes giant bubbles with her sister Brooke, age 8, at the Friends of 
the Haston Free Public Library’s May Festival.

Volunteer Vendor Coordinators, Emily, Maggie, Anne and baby Muggsy are shown at the West Brookfield 
Asparagus and Flower Heritage Festival held in May.

Remy and his dad, Lionel Touze, relax in North Brookfield’s Engine 2 at the Touch-a-Truck event held at 
Brookfield Orchards this past June.

Mackenzie Milner of West Brookfield, age 8, presented a donation of $245 to Wally Connor and Michele Con-
nor, founders of S.O.N.G. (Supporting Orphans Nationally & Globally) at their Ware location. Milner raised the 
money by selling lemonade to help children in need.
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New Braintree Firefighters display the new jaws of life spreader tool outside of the Town Hall that was recently purchased by members of the New Braintree Fire Association thanks to fundraisers and generous donors. 
Association members and donors shown with the firefighters are Dody Ayer, Rehab Officer and Association Treasurer; Andrea Letendre; Assistant Chief Rich Glidden; Rick Wine; Deputy Chief Dennis Letendre; Courtney 
Letendre and Kathy Letendre.

The 200th anniversary of Marquis de Lafayette’s Farewell Tour was celebrated at Sturbridge Common this 
past September thanks to the reenactments presented by Old Sturbridge Village and the working partnership 
of the American Friends of Lafayette.

Bob Briere (left) talks about his life during the Sturbridge Historical Society’s program last month with host 
Wally Hersee. Following the program, Briere was presented a joint resolution from state Sen. Ryan Fattman 
and state Rep. Todd Smola.

Looking back on 2024

From left to right, Jamie Dodge, Paul Haynes, Elissa Boos, Jim Boos, Alysia Kubert and Jenn Spangenberg in 
front of the Tyler’s Heart booth during the Band Together event at Common Ground Ciderworks.

Brookfield’s first ever Agricultural Fair in August was a lot of fun for the community. Emily Ellithorpe, right, 
demonstrates how to saw timber.
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BOSTON – Fulfilling a commitment 
made in her Social Justice & Equity Au-
dit Plan, the State Auditor’s Office has 
conducted an audit of the Municipal 
Police Training Committee to examine 
whether it developed and implemented 
trainings consistent with the 2018 Crim-
inal Justice Reform Act and the 2020 
Police Reform Law. 

The audit reviewed the period of Jan. 
1, 2021, through Dec. 31, 2022.

The MPTC exists within the Execu-
tive Office of Public Safety and Security. 
Its mission is to set the police training 
standards for all law enforcement of-
ficers certified by the Massachusetts 
Peace Officer Standards and Training 
Commission and to develop, deliver, 
and maintain a record of that training 
for over 23,000 police officers (munici-
pal, Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority, environmental, campus, hos-
pitals), deputy sheriffs, harbormasters, 
constables, and other personnel who 
perform police duties and functions in 
the Commonwealth.

The audit found MPTC did not suf-
ficiently ensure that training academies 
delivered a standardized recruit officer 
course curriculum, as required. By not 
consistently delivering a standardized 
training curriculum, MPTC provided 
inadequate assurance that all police of-

ficers in the Commonwealth have been 
exposed to the concepts, skills, and tac-
tics that have been determined to be crit-
ical for effective policing by the law and 
MPTC.

This may lead to inconsistent law en-
forcement practices, which may jeopar-
dize the safety of the public and police 
officers, because law enforcement offi-
cers may not be properly equipped to 
perform their jobs safely and effectively. 
This also could create financial risk for 
municipalities that employ officers who 
are insufficiently trained.

Moreover, the audit found MPTC 
did not ensure that all ROCs were taught 
by certified instructors. Without proper 
certification, instructors may lack the 
expertise or experience necessary to ef-
fectively teach the concepts, skills, and 
tactics that MPTC has determined to be 
critical for effective policing. 

This could lead to variations in the 
instruction that police officers receive, 
potentially impacting their ability to 
perform their jobs safely and effectively.

The audit also found MPTC’s inter-
nal control plan was not updated an-
nually, and did not address the impact 
of COVID-19 on its operations, in ac-
cordance with guidance issued by the 
Office of the Comptroller of the Com-
monwealth. 

An ICP identifies objectives and risks 
and identifies control activities to miti-
gate risks that might prevent an agency 
from accomplishing its objectives, in 
service to the public. Without updating 
its ICP, MPTC may not identify and/
or mitigate all the risks, including those 
that resulted from the pandemic.

In addition, during the course of the 
audit, an issue was identified regarding 
MPTC’s management of police officer 
training records.

Although MPTC maintained its 
hard-copy training records in a locked 
room at their headquarters, it did not 
maintain an access log to track who 
accessed the room, when, and for what 
purpose(s). Some training records ap-
peared to be stored in haphazard fash-
ion – stacked on metal cabinets, without 
any apparent filing and retrieval method 
in place. In addition, there were sev-
eral instances during the audit where 
hard-copy training records requested 
to perform our audit work were either 
missing, not readily available, not prop-
erly filed, incompletely prepared or were 
not certified when required.

It is critical that MPTC maintain a 
complete, accurate, and secure training 
record-keeping system. Without an or-
ganized record-keeping system, which 
would include a formal access log, train-

ing records are more vulnerable to inap-
propriate and/or unauthorized access. 

This compromises the integrity of the 
records and could lead to: (1) officers 
attending training where the physical 
record becomes lost, destroyed or mis-
filed, resulting in their failing to receive 
appropriate credit for training, or (2) 
officers being inappropriately certified 
or appearing to have completed train-
ing they never received. Additionally, 
in the event there is a dispute regarding 
the integrity of training records, the lack 
of an effective record-keeping system 
makes it more difficult to resolve these 
issues definitively.

“The Municipal Police Training 
Committee plays a critical role in the 
public safety of our Commonwealth, es-
tablishing police training standards and 
maintaining records of that training,” 
said Auditor Diana DiZoglio. “Our au-
dit has identified areas for improvement 
at the MPTC to ensure increased ac-
countability in its training, certification 
and record-keeping processes. MPTC’s 
new leadership fully cooperated with 
our audit team and has committed to 
addressing these issues. As is customary, 
we will revisit these findings to track 
progress as part of our post-audit re-
view process in roughly six months.”

Audit recommends changes to police training 
records, certification process
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FISKDALE—Before be-
ing named as the boys’ varsity 
basketball coach at Tantasqua 
Regional eight years ago, Scott 
Dion held the same coaching 
position at David Prouty Re-
gional High School in Spencer 
for 11 years. He replaced his 
father, Al, as the Prouty varsity 
basketball coach.

One of the players on Scott 
Dion’s first basketball team at 
Prouty was Pat O’Connor Jr., 
who’s currently the Panthers 
varsity coach.

The two Southern Worces-
ter County League rivals didn’t 
face each other a year ago, but 
they renewed acquaintances at 
the Tantasqua Fieldhouse two 
days before Christmas.  

The Warriors, who had lost 
the previous two meetings in 
the series, built a double-digit 
lead at the end of the first quar-
ter before coasting to a 77-39 
home victory.

“Having coached at David 
Prouty for 11 years and having 
also coached coach O’Connor, 
this was a game that I wasn’t 
really looking forward to play-
ing,” said Dion, who also grad-

uated from Prouty in 1992. 
“Prouty is a very good basket-
ball team, and we just shot the 
ball really well against them in 
today’s game.”

Dion has worked at O’Con-
nor’s Summer Basketball Camp 
in the past. They’re also team-
mates on the same summer 
league basketball team. 

“Pat was a member of my 
first team at Prouty and we’ve 
been very close ever since. He 
has done an outstanding job 
with his team during the past 
couple of years,” said Dion, 
who played college basketball 
at Bryant University. “I do 

know most of the Prouty play-
ers because I work at Pat’s sum-
mer camp. 

In March of 2023, Dion 
rooted for his alma mater in the 
Division 5 state finals against 
Taconic at the Tsongas Center 
located on the UMass Lowell 
Campus. The Panthers lost a 
heartbreaker, 53-51, which was 
their only loss of that season. 

Prouty, who only have a cou-
ple of players remaining from 
the 2023 squad, moved up to 
Division 4 a year ago and lost 
to Bourne in the quarterfinals.

A year ago, the Warriors 
advanced to the round of 16 in 

the Division 3 state tournament 
where they lost at Newburyp-
ort.

After losing at Worcester 
Doherty in this year’s season 
opener, Tantasqua won its 
third straight game against the 
Panthers. They also defeated 
SWCL rivals Southbridge (78-
30) and Leicester (64-34).   

The Warriors celebrated a 
win against Prouty on the hard-
wood for the first time since 
posting a 71-29 victory during 
the 2019-20 regular season. 

In their only meeting of this 
season, the senior duo of James 

Early offense paces Warriors to win

AGAWAM – The Phil Tomkiel Holiday 
Tournament is a mainstay in Western Mass. 
wrestling as well as Agawam High School’s 
yearly schedule. Named after Agawam’s leg-
endary former wrestling coach, the tourna-
ment tradition continues, and has evolved 
into including a girls tournament thanks to 
evolution of girls wrestling in the past few 
years. Agawam, with 92 points, captured the 
girls tournament win. The Brownies, as a 
whole, took second place in the main tourna-
ment, with 190.5 points. Quabbin Regional 
finished with 56 points and a runner-up in 
Davis Burch at 98 pounds. Granby finished 
eighth with 78.5 points. Chicopee had 49.5 
points and finished 15th.

Panthers have good showing at holiday tournament

LUDLOW – Last month, 
long-time referee Joe Lavoie 
was recognized as the MIAA 
Football Official of  the Year. 
According to information pro-
vided, Lavoie joined the West-
ern Mass Football Officials 
Association (WMFOA) in 
1974 (51 years) as a junior at 
AIC in Springfield, MA.

Lavoie was a 3-year starter 
for Milt Piepul’s 8-1 (‘75) AIC 
Yellowjackets. He was selected 
All-New England Honorable 
Mention by the AP and Bos-
ton Herald (‘75), and selected 
to the ECAC team of the week 
versus Northeastern Universi-
ty.

After college, Lavoie taught 
and coached football in Lud-
low for Steve Marino and 
subsequently in Agawam for 
Roger LeClerc, before joining 
private industry as a computer 
systems programmer/analyst. 
Retired from MassMutual 
with 30-plus years of service.

He was a 1971 graduate of 
Ludlow High School playing 
football for Chick Patullo and 
baseball for Bill Mullins.

In high school, he was se-

Longtime 
referee Lavoie 
wins MIAA 
award

Referee Joe Lavoie was recently recog-
nized as the MIAA Football Official of the 
Year. TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Desmin Neak tries to avoid a takedown. TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI Andie St. Clair locks up in an early round match.

Alex Fors goes for a takedown. Abe Brown tries to turn his opponent over.

Brent Benoit goes for the pin. Kailynn Schuster gets the advantage.
See AWARD   I   PAGE 11

See WARRIORS   I   PAGE 10
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Sciaraffa, who finished with a game-
high 25 points, and Adam Howe (14 
points) combined to score just as many 
points as the Panthers did.

Tantasqua’s other three starters in 
the home victory were senior Max Co-
hen (6 points), junior Sam Pieczynski 
(7 points), and senior Noah Wotton (8 
points).   

“People look at James and Adam’s 
point totals, but I can’t say enough 
good things about our other three 
starters,” Dion said. “Those guys don’t 
score very many points, but they always 
set the screens and play well defensive-
ly. They’re starting to fit into their roles 
nicely.” 

Rounding out the box score for the 
Warriors were junior Dariel Correa (7 
points), junior Thomas Eldred (3 points), 
and sophomore Sean Allen (2 points).    
With the help of four 3-pointers, the 
Panthers, who were led offensively by 
sophomore Jayden Rubio (15 points), 
were able to stay within striking dis-
tance early in the game.

The visitors were only trailing, 17-
14, late in the opening quarter before 
the Warriors pulled away with the 
help of a Sciaraffa inside hoop and a 
3-pointer from the left side. 

“They did make a few 3-pointers in 
the first quarter, but I felt like if  we kept 
putting pressure on them, they would 
start missing those shots,” Dion said. 
“I would’ve been a little bit more con-
cerned if we weren’t scoring points in 
the first quarter. We were able to keep 
pace with them.”

Cohen also added a lay-up during 
that run, as the Warriors built a 24-14 
advantage with a minute left on the 
scoreboard clock. 

Tantasqua, who outscored Prouty, 
23-10, in the second stanza, held a 47-
25 halftime lead.

The second quarter began with two 
3-pointers by Howe and another one 
from Eldred. The Warriors’ largest lead 
of the first half was 47-23 following two 
made free throws from Sciaraffa with 
9.9 seconds left in the first half.

Tantasqua outscored Prouty,30-14, 
during the second half. 

“We’re now 3-1, but we do have a 
couple of tough games coming up,” 
Dion said. “I’m hoping that we can 
continue to play well.”  

One of the Warriors upcoming home 
games will be against Uxbridge on Jan-
uary 24. The Spartans varsity coach is 
Ryan Hippert, who’s Dions cousin.

WARRIORS   I  FROM PAGE 9

Pioneers wrestle past Smith Voke

PALMER – In their first 
dual meet of the season, 
Pathfinder defeated Smith 
Voke 48-18. The Pioneers 
participated in a tourna-
ment at Monument Moun-
tain High School on Dec. 
27. Coming up, the Pioneers 
will host Belchertown Jan. 8 
at 7 p.m.

Ava Swist gets ready to grapple. TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM Logan Hayes attempts a takedown.

Max Alicngena tries to avoid being tripped up.

Zander Auffrey keeps the leverage at 138 pounds.

Jaiden Ambrose wrestles at the heavyweight position.

Gavin Sawabi, of Ware, starts his match at 144 pounds.
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lected All-Suburban League and All-
Western-Mass as a tri-captain for 
Chick Patullo, Jim Cavallo, Dave Dz-
uira, and Joe Andreis, who instilled the 
love of football, hard work, and fair 
play into their teams.

As an official, he was elected pres-
ident  of the WMFOA in 1993, and 
started and taught a first, second, 
third-year official’s training class, and 
game sign-in requirement for new offi-
cials to attend pre-games and work the 
chains in varsity games. That process is 
still in effect today. In 1994, amended 
the training classes to have a separate 
class for first-year officials and started 
instructing the second and third-year 
officials’ class, and still instruct that 
class today.

Among his many accomplishments, 
he officiated numerous MIAA playoff 

and championship games around the 
state and at Gillette Stadium. He joined 
the Western Mass Basketball Officials 
Association in 1980, was elected board 
President in 2013, subsequently elected 
sec-treasurer from 2015-2017. He still 
officiates basketball games.

Lavoie earned a CAGS from Spring-
field College, an MS in management 
from RPI Hartford, and an MBA from 
Western New England College. He has 
taught business and computer systems 
courses at HCC for over 25 years.

Lavoie has been married to high 
school sweetheart, Edna (Robertson) 
Lavoie, for over 45 years, and has three 
wonderful sons. Two sons live and 
work in Boston, and one son lives in 
Longmeadow and is an attorney in 
Springfield.

Referee Joe Lavoie (center) officiates with his crew on a rainy Thanksgiving morning at Agawam High 
School this year. TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

AWARD   I  FROM PAGE 9

WORCESTER  – The Railers lost 
7-3 loss to the Adirondack Thunder 
on Sunday afternoon to close out the 
first half of the 2024-25 home sched-
ule.

Worcester went into the second 
period with the scored tied, 1-1. The 
Railers then allowed four goals in a 
little less than seven minutes starting 
at 3:53 and their afternoon was over.

Coach Nick Tuzzolino refused to 
place the blame for the defeat on Bul-
lion’s shoulders when asked if  it was 
his fault.

“I would never say that in that 
light,” Tuzzolino said. “We’ve got to 
be good in front of him and could 
have been better. Could have blocked 
a couple of those shots. I’m sure he 
has his own thoughts on those goals 
but we’re a team.”

Worcester got two goals from Jor-
dan Kaplan and one from Griffin 
Loughlan. Anthony Repaci assisted on 
all three goals. Repaci’s historic season 
continues unabated. He extended his 
points streak to seven straight games. 
He is 3-10-13 during the streak. 

The game was his 193rd for Worces-
ter, passing Barry Almeida as the all-
time franchise leader in that category. 
The assists give him 90 in a Worcester 

uniform, tied with Almeida on that 
list. They are tied for fourth among all 
Worcester pro players with Tom Cava-
nagh of the Sharks next at 92.

The Railers were 2 for 5 on the 
power play and are among the league 
leaders in that category. They have 
at least one power play goal in seven 
straight games. That ties a team record 
set in February of 2022.

“That’s probably the most frus-
trating thing,” Tuzzolino said. “It’s all 
those little pieces. We just have to find 
the right piece.”

Loughran gave Worcester an early 
lead at just 2:36 of the first period. Re-
paci found his linemate all alone at the 
bottom of the left circle and Loughran 
made no mistake burying a 15-footer.

It was 1-1 after 20 minutes, then the 
Railers hit an iceberg.

“I think we got confidence early,” 
Tuzzolino said, “then some of those 
goals they scored killed our confi-
dence, and confidence is the easiest 
thing to lose and the hardest to get 
back.”

Ryan Francis was 2-3-5 to pace 
the Adirondack offense. Josh Film-
on, Ryan Wheeler, Alex Young, Grant 
Loven and Dylan Wendt had the other 
Thunder goals.

Headline:SPRINGFIELD — The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (13-13-2-
1) could not escape a furious push by 
the Bridgeport Islanders (7-19-2-2) in 
a high-flying 7-5 contest on Saturday 
night inside the MassMutual Center.

The Islanders tried to spoil the 
T-Birds debut for rookie netminder Will 
Cranley when Liam Foudy opened the 
scoring on a rebound to the goaltender’s 
right at 7:36. 

Springfield would be tested after 
the Islanders went to a power play at 
the 13:04 mark, but captain Matthew 
Peca took matters into his own hands 
to change the tide. After skating out of 
his zone with possession, he challenged 
a forward wide on the left side before 
surprising Henrik Tikkanen with a 
short-side snapper to tie the score, 1-1, 
on Springfield’s second shorthanded 
tally of the season. Peca’s tally was his 
team-leading 12th of the campaign and 
second in as many nights.

Peca was in the middle of things 
again just 5:04 later, weaving into the of-
fensive end to create a 2-on-1 outnum-
bered attack. This time, Peca played the 
role of playmaker, laying a perfect pass 
to the blade of Matt Luff in the right 
circle. With no wasted movement, Luff 
one-timed it past a sliding Tikkanen, 
giving Springfield the 2-1 lead with just 
1:26 left in the frame. Peca’s assist was 
his 100th as a member of the T-Birds, 
making him the first player in club his-

tory to hit the 100-assist plateau.
The Islanders gave a glimpse of what 

was to follow in the middle period when 
Tyce Thompson one-timed a slapper off  
the post and off Cranley to tie the game, 
2-2, at 3:15 of the second period, as the 
T-Birds were scrambling to get back 
into position.

The T-Birds’ special teams had the 
next notable moment just 2:09 later, as 
Marcus Sylvegard beautifully spotted 
Luff on a pass from the left corner to 
the top of the crease, allowing the vet-
eran winger a tap-in for his second of 
the night to restore the Springfield lead, 
3-2, at 5:24. 

After a rare stretch of scoreless hock-
ey on this evening, the Islanders found 
their way to a tie score again when Matt 
Maggio surprised Cranley with a quick 
wrister from the left circle off a setup 
from Grant Hutton, evening the game, 
3-3, at 14:20.

Before the T-Birds could escape the 
onslaught, the Islanders got their sec-
ond lead of the night at 19:06, when a 
poor Springfield line change set up a 
3-on-2 for Bridgeport. Gemel Smith 
neatly left a puck for Foudy near the 
crease, and the veteran winger had an 
open net for his second of the night and 
a 4-3 Islanders lead after 40 minutes.

Midway through what had been a 
quiet third period, the T-Birds pow-
er play connected for a second time as 
Sylvegard deflected an attempt from 

Islanders outlast Thunderbirds in 7-5 track meet
Aleksanteri Kaskimaki over Tikkanen’s 
shoulder, and the game was tied again, 
4-4, at 10:04 of the third.

Despite their scrappiness to get back 
even, the T-Birds could not salvage a 
point on this night, and Maggio capped 
his four-point night with a corner-pick-
ing wrister at 16:20, which gave Bridge-
port a 5-4 lead. Cole Bardreau added an 
empty-net tally at 18:45 to push the lead 
to 6-4.

That Bardreau tally proved pivot-

al when Hunter Skinner found the net 
from the right side with 25 seconds to 
play, trimming the margin back to 6-5. 
Ultimately, however, the T-Birds ran 
out of time, and with the clock about 
to expire, Marc Gatcomb flung a clear-
ing effort into the empty cage to round 
out the scoring. Cranley finished his 
T-Birds debut with 35 saves, while Tik-
kanen escaped with his first win in six 
tries with 31 stops.

Railers fall to Thunder in first 
half home finale

Coaches hired after Aug. 1, 1998 
are required to take a coaching course 
to be eligible to coach high school 
sports in Massachusetts.

According the Pioneer Valley In-
terscholastic Athletic Association, all 
coaches hired prior to Aug. 1, 1998 are 
exempt from taking the Fundamentals 
of Coaching Course. Coaches hired 
after that and before July 1, 2005 must 
have completed the NFHS Funda-
mentals of Coaching Course with the 
exception of Certified MA teachers.

All coaches (stipend or volunteer) 
first serving as an interscholastic 
coach after July 1, 2005 must complete 
the NFHS Fundamentals of Coach-
ing Course, and an approved Sports 
First Aid course.

The NFHS Fundamentals of 
Coaching Course requirement must 
be met through attending an MIAA 
sponsored Fundamentals of Coaching 
Class with MIAA Certified Instruc-
tors. Must be completed and passed 
prior to coaching a second year.

The NFHS Sports First Aid may 
be met by completing on-line courses 
with the NFHS  www.nfhslearn.com. 
Must be passed prior to coaching a 
third year.

Additional requirements for all 
coaches:

Massachusetts requires coaches to 
be certified in CPR per Section 1. Sec-
tion 47A of chapter 71 of the General 
Laws. Additionally, AED training is 
required and will most likely be done 
in conjunction with the existing man-
dated CPR training.

All MIAA member school coach-
es (stipend or volunteer) are required 
to take annually the on-line Nation-
al Federation Concussion Course, 
or other MA Department of Public 
Health recognized education pro-
gram, prior to the start of their sea-
son.  Rugby Coaches must see Rule 
76.2 for additional coaches’ education 
information.

Any questions, please call Don-
na Harrington at  508-541-9804  or 
email dharrington@miaa.net.

Fundamentals of coaching classes 
are being offered on Wednesday, Jan. 
29, 2025 from 4 to 8 p.m. and Satur-
day, Feb. 8, 2025 from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Classes are open until ca-
pacity is reached and then a waiting 
list is established. There are online 
components to the course once the 
classroom portion is completed

Coaching classes available

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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B of the Advanced Manufacturing 
Pathway designation.

“It’s a very lengthy process,” he said. 
“We’re very excited about this process…
we’re excited to give kids the opportuni-
ty to look at advanced manufacturing as 
both a potential career pathway but also 
a college pathway upon graduation.”

Last year, the school district had six 
students working at manufacturer Flex-
Con for a work-based learning project. 

McCormick said the school district 
has done a lot of work over the past 
years with Project Lead the Way as well 
as OpenSciEd through the One8 Foun-
dation which was recently adopted this 
past year. 

He said another grant opportuni-
ty was offered through OpenSciEd to 
provide collaboration for the school 
district’s teachers with other across the 
country. He said some teachers using 
the curriculum will attend a two-day 
conference to share ideas.

McCormick said the Handle with 
Care initiative will be put into place 
when students return in the new year.

Administrators’ reports
Elementary School Principal Ar-

thur Murphy said each month, the 
school celebrates one student from each 
classroom as “Star of the Month” for 
displaying model behavior. Teachers 
nominate students for having a positive 
impact on the classroom.

Murphy works with the students’ 
parents to organize a surprise break-
fast for the students, where they are also 
awarded $10 Star buck and a certificate 
of achievement. Photos of the students 
with Murphy are then posted on the 
Star of the Month board in the main 
hallway of the school.

“We have many kids that are positive 
peer role models and many more com-
ing through the pipeline at our school, 
which is fantastic,” Murphy said.

Murphy said the Cool Kids Choir 
had a performance on Dec. 10 and fea-
tured solos by fourth grader Mitchell 
and kindergartener Fallon. 

“The kids did an amazing job,” he 
said. 

The Instructional Leadership Team 
has been working to align curriculum 
and classroom practices in kindergarten 
through fifth grade. He said they meet 
twice a month to plan and discuss ideas.

High School Principal John Diorio 
said the new math intervention program 
is underway to provide additional assis-
tance to students who were identified as 
needing support. After this is complet-
ed, the school will then provide English 
Language Arts intervention for the stu-
dents in need of support.

Diorio thanked the Student Coun-
cil and the high school band for their 
efforts during the Christmas in North 

Brookfield event, which was held at the 
high school this year.

He said through STEM teacher John 
McNeil’s efforts, over 200 toys were 
collected to be distributed to children 
across Worcester County.

A holiday pajama dance was spon-
sored by the Student Council on Dec. 13 
at the school, helping students get into 
the holiday spirit.

“It was a great way to get ready for 
the holidays for our students,” Diorio 
said.

Diorio said a holiday concert will be 
performed by the band on Dec. 19, with 
two shows. He said on Dec. 20, students 
will bring their mugs to school to enjoy 
hot chocolate and snacks. 

Director of Student Services Amy 
Emory said herself and Pupil Services 
Administrative Assistant Katelinde 
Grenevich were able to participate in 
a professional opportunity offered by 
the company that provides the school 
district’s new Individualized Education 
Program system education plan. 

She said this was a great opportunity 
to connect with school districts across 
the commonwealth and provide feed-
back and ask questions.

“We are going to participate in future 
meetings during the school year as part 
of this ongoing exciting professional op-
portunity,” Emory said.

Emory said Title I reading teachers 
and kindergarten through eighth grade 
special education teachers are partici-
pating in a reading training opportunity 
from Imagine Learning to provide addi-
tional reading resources.

She said DESE has notified the 
school district that it will be part of an 
English Language Learning program, 
which is conducted every six years. The 
school district will be reviewed during 
the 2025-2026 academic year.

Emory said school districts to be re-
viewed in that cohort will participate in 
a training session in January. 

“During that session they’re going to 
share more information about the pro-
cess and our preparation activities that 
we will participate in that will lead up 
to our review that is scheduled for next 
year,” she said. 

Maintenance report
Magario read a report from the Di-

rector of Buildings and Grounds Eric 
Hevy outlining upcoming maintenance 
projects. The report said the sidewalks 
at both schools will be repaired and the 
school district will work to meet the Fire 
Department’s recommendations.

HVAC at both school will be ad-
dressed by Snyder Electric. The high 
school’s gymnasium floor was refinished 
over Thanksgiving break and the school 
district’s truck was repaired after a de-
livery truck backed into the side of it.

The report said that surplus books 

(damaged and outdated) are being re-
moved from the elementary school li-
brary and inventoried. 

Vendors are being researched to re-
place the current playground equipment 
at the elementary school and the school 
district is soliciting quotes to repave 
the driveways around the elementary 
school.

Recognitions
McCormick recognized several staff  

members who have organized “some 
amazing” events in the past few weeks 
including Trish Tarantino who contin-
ues to run Cocoa with Cops, which gives 
local police officers the chance to enjoy 
hot chocolate and crafts with elemen-
tary school students. He thanked the 
Student Council for helping with Cocoa 
with Cops and Murphy for hosting the 
event.

McCormick also recognized the Stu-
dent Council, Tabby LeBlanc and Cait-
lyn Malone for continuing the 20 plus 
year tradition of holding Christmas in 
North Brookfield. 

“This is again, another nice event the 
district does for its community,” he said.

McCormick also recognized McNeil 
for starting a new tradition of rucking 
donated toys from the school to the Po-
lice Station. He also thanked everyone 
for donating toys to the Toys for Tots 
program.

Student Council report
Student Council representative Dan-

te Giangrande said the annual Giving 
Turkey event was held in November. He 
said the Christmas in North Brookfield 
event is the Student Council’s most pop-
ular event of the year and it is offered 
free to the community.

Giangrande said the annual Giving 

Tree is collecting donations to Abby’s 
House in Worcester. 

Unity Week will be held in Febru-
ary and is used to enhance a sense of 
community within the school district, 
including members of the LGBTQ+ 
community and people with special 
needs. He said the week celebrates every 
person’s individuality.

Giangrande said the Student Council 
is preparing for its annual trip to Hyan-
nis in March and Spring Conference in 
April. 

He encouraged the community to fol-
low the Student Council on Instagram 
and Facebook or attend meetings in the 
high school kiva, typically held every 
other Monday. 

Regionalization update
School Committee Vice-Chair Tim 

Canada said the Quaboag Regional 
School Committee voted against accept-
ing the amended regional agreement to 
include North Brookfield in the Quabo-
ag Regional School District, and the 
process will not continue. 

He said the original grant-funded 
feasibility study to explore joining a 
larger regional school district had iden-
tified Quaboag Regional School District 
as the best fit for North Brookfield. 

Technology report
Magario also read a report from 

Technology Coordinator Zack Berridge 
about upgrades to the technology equip-
ment, including new desktop computers 
for several teachers and staff. A propos-
al is being put together for a more com-
prehensive upgrade.

Title IX/bullying policy update
The School Committee voted to ac-

cept the updated Title IX and bullying 
policy, as required by the state. 

Chair Jason Petraitis said this is a one-
time purchase.

The department also requested 
$308 to purchase two batteries for one 
of the trucks. Both requests were ap-
proved.

Tree removal
A Hillside Avenue resident asked 

when tree removal would occur. She 
said the pine trees are still standing. 

Petraitis said he will visit the prop-
erty the next day to look at the trees. 

New agenda item
Petraitis said in the new year, the 

board will be adding an agenda item 
to discuss project updates. Depart-
ment heads can come before the board 
and update them about the status of 
ongoing projects.

Resignations
The board accepted the resignation 

from Finance Committee member 
Robert Locatelli and Cultural Council 
member Jillian Phillips.

The board members thanked both 
for their service to the town.

First Night Out activities
The Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment and the Cultural Council worked 
together to host a First Night Out 
event on New Year’s Eve from 2-6 p.m. 
There will be games, snacks, a scaven-
ger hunt, trivia contest, crafts, music 
and a bonfire. 

Local businesses, churches and 
the Historical Museum will be open 
during the event.

Cleaning services
The board approved a contract to 

receive weekly cleaning services at the 
Senior Center in the amount of $200 
per month.

ROUTE 67   I  FROM PAGE 1

SCHOOL   I  FROM PAGE 1

Holiday returns aren’t easy, and we 
don’t mean the part where you explain 
to your mother why you returned the 
sweater she gave you.

Stores are not legally required to ac-
cept exchanges or give refunds unless 
the merchandise was defective or mis-
represented. While most retailers do 
offer refund and exchange programs, 
policies vary greatly from one store to 
another. 

Be sure to double-check policies this 
holiday season, even if  you are familiar 
with the brand, as stores can change 
their policies whenever they want.

The Better Business Bureau offers 

advice to make your holiday returns run 
more smoothly:

Research retailers beforehand
Look up the business on BBB.org to 

check its rating, reviews, and complaints 
before purchasing, especially if  you are 
unfamiliar with the retailer. This can 
help avoid issues with returns later.

Get to know store policies
Before you make a purchase, find out 

if  the store has a return policy and, if  so, 
how it works. Understand that many re-
tailers change their policies for the hol-
iday season. If the store allows returns 
or exchanges, find out if  you need to pay 
a restocking fee. 

Ask the seller if  they offer cash re-
funds, exchanges, or only store credit. 
Store policies are usually posted at the 
check-out counter or printed on the 
back of receipts.

Understand online store return pol-
icies

If you are shopping online, search 
for the seller’s return policy and read it 
through before clicking “buy.” Find out 
if  they accept returns or exchanges and 
who pays for the shipping when an item 
is returned. 

In some cases, you can save on ship-
ping fees by returning an online pur-
chase to the local brick-and-mortar 

store. 
Get the details on a product’s war-

ranty
Most electronics and home applianc-

es come with warranties that are to be 
fulfilled by the manufacturer, not the 
retailer. 

Find out how the store handles re-
turns and repairs if  an item stops work-
ing or needs replacement parts. Will the 
retailer ship the item to the manufactur-
er for you? Or will you need to deal with 
the manufacturer directly? 

Knowing the answers will leave you 
well-prepared for any future issues.

BBB offers tips for holiday returns and exchanges
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It Matters Now More Than Ever. In Print. Online. Local.
     800.824.6548 | quaboagcurrent.turley.com

In times of uncertainty, rest assured that as your 
community newspaper, we are working hard with a 
local, regional and national network of official resources 
to keep you informed and up to date on the issues and 
developments that matter most to you.

Accurate. Reliable.
Local. Unbiased. 

Let your community know if you are still open and 
what services you are still providing.

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE! Specials Available!!

Please emaill us
with any story ideas
pouimette@turley.com

CURRENT
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA
138,400 miles. Well-cared for 

and in good condition.
$2,500/OBO – MUST SELL.
Please call (541) 654-6007,

leave message.

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL 
MALE, liver tri-colored. current on 
shots, soft temperament. $100. 413-
596-8190.

The Town of Oakham is seeking 
an experienced municipal Treasurer/
Collector. 15 hours a week, negotia-
ble pay based on experience. Please 
send resumes to admin@oakham-
ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. 

Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com 

or email Administrator@Townof-
Blandford.com 

for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

BEDROOMS(s) 
AVAILABLE NOW:

4BR/2BA house in peaceful Palmer 
neighborhood, flexible terms. $925 in-
cluding utilities/parking. Pets/420 ok. 
Friendly live-in landlady. Women/NBs 
only. Email your situation/preferences: 
deirdre@mit.edu

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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The Town of West Brookfield Highway Department is seeking

PART-TIME PLOW DRIVERS 
This is an on-call position. Duties require a background in light 
and heavy equipment operation. High School Diploma or G.E.D. 

is required or experience may be substituted. Snow plowing 
experience is preferred but not required. Must have a valid, 

clean MA Driver’s License and a DOT physical card. Starting pay 
is $20.82/hour or $23.85/hour with a Class B License with air 

brakes. This position is not eligible for benefits. Alcohol, controlled 
substance and criminal background testing is mandatory. 

Applications are available on the Town Website:
 www.wbrookfield.com

Application deadline: Friday, January 10, 2025 at 3:00 p.m.

Please contact: Jim Daley
(508) 867-1417 or via email jdaley@wbrookfield.com

The Town of West Brookfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer and 
values diversity at all levels of the workforce. EOE

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

- public safety -

During the week of Dec. 9-15, the 
East Brookfield Police Department 
responded to 182 building/property 
checks, 63 directed area patrols, eight 
traffic controls, three radar assignments, 
five emergency 911 calls, seven citizen 
assists, eight assist other agencies, one 
complaint, one motor vehicle investiga-
tion, five animal calls and 56 motor vehi-
cle stops in the town of East Brookfield.

Monday, Dec. 9
1:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle Investiga-

tion, West Main Street, Officer Han-
dled

8:45 a.m. Assist Citizen, North 
Street, Services Rendered

11:21 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 
West Main Street, Officer Handled

2:14 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Un-
known Location, Unknown Outcome

Tuesday, Dec. 10
11:47 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Connie Mack Drive, Officer Handled
3:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
3:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
3:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
3:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued

Wednesday, Dec. 11
2:40 a.m. Parking Complaint, East 

Main Street, Officer Handled
8:17 a.m. Assist Citizen, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
11:15 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Out of Town, Services Rendered
2:40 p.m. Medical Emergency, Oak-

wood Drive, Transported to Hospital
4 p.m. Assist Other Agency, Connie 

Mack Drive, Officer Handled
8:17 p.m. 911 Medical Emergency, 

East Main Street, Transported to Hos-
pital

Thursday, Dec. 12
11:41 a.m. Assist Citizen, Har-

rington Street, Officer Handled
2:24 p.m. Assist Citizen, Unknown 

Location, Spoken To
3:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
3:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
3:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
4:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
4:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued
5:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued

Friday, Dec. 13
10:02 a.m. Assist Other Agency, Po-

dunk Road, Services Rendered
2:39 p.m. Medical Emergency, Po-

dunk Road, Services Rendered
3:06 p.m. 911 Assist Citizen, Mead-

owview Lane, Services Rendered
8:20 p.m. Medical Emergency, Po-

dunk Road, Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Dec. 14
6:29 a.m. 911 Assist Citizen, East 

Main Street, Officer Handled
12:31 p.m. 911 Misdial, East Main 

Street, Spoken To
5:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Sturbridge Road, Vehicle Towed
6:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
6:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued
7:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, West 

Main Street, Citation Issued
7:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Knox 

Trail Road, Citation Issued
7:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
7:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
8:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
8:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
8:55 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Drake Lane, Officer Handled
8:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
9:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
9:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, East 

Main Street, Citation Issued
10:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Brookfield Road, Citation Is-
sued

11:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
North Brookfield Road, Citation Is-
sued

Sunday, Dec. 15
12:37 a.m. Assist Citizen, Drake 

Lane, Spoken To
12:42 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Gleason Avenue, Officer Handled
3:46 a.m. 911 Misdial, Drake Lane, 

Spoken To
5:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Har-

rington Street, Citation Issued
5:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Har-

rington Street, Citation Issued
7:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
8:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, North 

Brookfield Road, Citation Issued
8:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued
8:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Route 

49, Citation Issued

During the week of Dec. 16-23, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Depart-
ment responded to 14 building/property 
checks, nine directed/area patrols, five 
radar assignments, one traffic control, 
one emergency 911 call, three safety 
hazards, one harassment, one complaint, 
two animal calls and three motor vehicle 
stops in the town of New Braintree.

Tuesday, Dec. 17
1:36 p.m. Safety Hazard, Moore 

Road, Removed Hazard

Wednesday, Dec. 18
7:29 a.m. Safety Hazard, Ravine 

Road, Taken/Referred to Other Agen-
cy

4:43 p.m. Harassment, Unitas Road, 
Officer Handled

7:32 p.m. 911 Animal Call, Barre 
Road, Services Rendered

Thursday, Dec. 19
7:01 a.m. Safety Hazard, West Road, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency

Friday, Dec. 20
5:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, Ra-

vine Road, Written Warning
8:27 a.m. Complaint, Ware Road, 

Taken/Referred to Other Agency

WARE/WEST BROOKFIELD – 
Charlotte M. Borlikoski, 100, of Ware, 
and formerly a long-time resident of 
West Brookfield, died on 
Dec. 24, 2024, in her apart-
ment at Cedarbrook Village 
in Ware.  

She wrote the following 
obituary in her own words.

“She was the wife of 
Joseph Borlikoski, who 
died March 31, 2018. They 
were married for 50 years. 
She leaves her stepdaugh-
ter Lynne Dame and her 
stepson Joseph Borlikos-
ki, Jr. and his companion, 
Kathy Pratt; five grandchildren, Joseph 
and Barbara Young, Dianna and Dan 
Lussier, Kristy and Christopher Cor-
nelius and Colby Borlikoski, as well 
as seven great-grandchildren, Alyssa, 
Bryann, Courtney, Samantha, Mason, 
Jonathan, and Conner, who brought so 
much joy and love to gram and gram-
pa. She also leaves her nieces, Charlotte 
Boos, Michele Massé, and Christine 
Graham, and her nephews, Edward 
Massé and George Molinaro. 

Charlotte enjoyed spending time 
with her family whom she loved dearly.

She was born in Ware on Oct. 4, 
1924, daughter of the late Francis and 
Mary Jezyk, and lived in West Brook-
field for 64 years. She was predeceased 
by her sisters, Irene Gryszowka of 
Ware, Jenie Molinaro of University 
Place, Washington, and Phyllis Massé 
of Ware.  

Charlotte was employed at the Ware 
River News (Turley Publications) for 49 
years. She began her newspaper career 

as a typesetter. Later, she managed the 
graphic arts department until she re-
tired in 1990.  

She was an active per-
son. She enjoyed walking, 
fishing at the Quabbin Res-
ervoir with her husband, 
snowmobiling, bowling, 
playing cards, tending to 
her flower gardens, and 
country line dancing. 

She was a member of Sa-
cred Heart Church in West 
Brookfield where she served 
as a communicant.”  

A Funeral Service for 
Charlotte will be held on 

Saturday, Jan. 11, 2025, at 11 a.m. in 
the Varnum Funeral Home, 43 East 
Main St. in West Brookfield.  A call-
ing hour will be held from 10-11 a.m. 
in the funeral home prior to the service.  
Burial will be in Pine Grove Cemetery 
in West Brookfield in the spring. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to Our Lady of 
the Sacred Heart Parish, P.O. Box 563, 
West Brookfield, MA 01585 or Saint 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, P.O. 
Box 1000, Dept. 142, Memphis, TN 
38148 or at www.stjude.org 

An online tribute book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com.

Death Notice
Borlikoski, Charlotte M.
Died Dec. 24, 2024
Services Jan. 11, 2025

East Brookfield Police Log

New Braintree Police Log 

- obituary -
Charlotte M. Borlikoski, 100

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Quaboag Current
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 9am-9pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

DON’T BUY TIL 
YOU SEE US!! 
SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS!
MATTRESS SALE!!!!

BEAT THE TARIFFS 
& TAXES!!!

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

55 West Street, Ware – NEW PRICE REDUCTION!
Roberts Garage has been run as 
a family owned business since 
it was established in 1938. 
Robert’s Garage has a history of 
Trustworthy customer service, 
driving substantial cash flow with a strong customer loyalty and a proven 
reputation in the community which will allow the New Ownership a turnkey 
business with a positive cash flow. Located in a high traffic area with great 
visibility! 3 bays, one lift, office and paved parking area. All equipment will 
stay (Owner’s personal tools and personal items not included in sale). 21 E 
in hand. This would make a great Car Sales location or Body Shop!

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Closed for Renovation January 6th-12th
Golf Membership Special

Purchase Membership & Get A Free Gift Card!
Visit Our Website For More Details

MONDAY - TRIVIA 6:30PM • WEDNESDAY - MUSIC BINGO 6: 30PM

Book 
Your Event 

With Us

Function 
Space 

 Available

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

CHECK OUT OUR NEW CONSTRUCTIONS 
THAT ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

NEW LISTING
$624,900  

50 Number 6 Schoolhouse Rd.    
Charlton, MA

NEW LISTING
$679,000

46 Ragged Hill Rd.
West Brookfield, MA

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

3-Day Hampton Beach Getaway

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549

❖ Every Wednesday
SIP & KNIT 
12pm-2pm
Free

❖ Every Friday
TOO GOOD TO TOSS
8am-9am
Free baked goodies 
from the week 
while supplies last!
Limits may apply.

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find 
your dream home.

Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com


