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Looking back on 2025

Visitors to North Brookfield’s inaugural First Night Out celebration received glowing
wands to light the night. The event was organized by the Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment in collaboration with the Cultural Council.

TURLEY FILE PHOTOS

St. Joseph’s Church Hall was the site of a St. Valentine’s spaghetti dinner that was put together by Knights

of Columbus Council 2381. Guests lined up and prepared to receive their meals. See more photos page 5,

Selectmen
take back
care of

Little Park

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— Board of Selectmen Chair
Jason Petraitis said the board
and others involved with Lit-
tle Park could have handled
a recent situation differently
and “a lot better.”

At the board’s Dec. 30
meeting, Vice-Chair Jamie
Gilman read a statement on
the matter.

“There has been too much
division in our little town,”
he said. “These divisions at
times seem to dictate how

See N BROOKFIELD

School Committee heard from grade six students

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN -  The
Quaboag Regional School
Committee met prior to
holiday break and began
with a presentation by
grade six leadership stu-
dents.

Superintendent Stephen
Duff explained that grade
six leadership is an oppor-
tunity for students from
both Warren and West
Brookfield elementary
schools to present what is
happening at their schools.
Teams come together to
present a PowerPoint to the
School Committee.

Two students from War-
ren Community Elemen-
tary School came up for
this month’s meeting and

began sharing updates.

Students receive class-

students in the young-
er grades, kindergarten
through fourth grade. The
students also talked about
their helpful community
programs such as recycling
pickup and can tab collec-
tions. The tabs are collect-
ed and shipped to Shriner’s
to help them raise money
to support children.

Other jobs students
help with is flag patrol and
some working the daily
podcast. This is a student
run daily podcast where
students connect with their
school and share what is
happening at WCES. The
committee members were
impressed by the presenta-
tion and asked the students
about their favorite jobs.

Dulff said these students’
contributions are being cel-
ebrated.

“Contributions you
make to your community

said. “Selected as being
leaders of the future.”

Duff encouraged these
students to continue to be
involved in their commu-
nity when they arrive at
Quaboag Regional Mid-
dle High School. Duff ex-
pressed that he was incredi-
bly proud of these students
as the committee gave them
a nice round of applause.

Superintendent’s report

Duff came before the
committee and began his
report with announcing
the Worcester County Su-
perintendent ~ Association
Scholar of the Year.

Every year a Worcester
County  Superintendent
has to select a student
that represents the values
of their school. This year,
Duff announced the dis-
trict has selected one stu-
dent, who is considered a
role model and volunteers

teer work and community
service work.

The selected student
is senior Olive Moulton,
who got the opportunity to
speak to the School Com-
mittee during their Dec. 15
meeting. Moulton believes
“it is important to get in-
volved cause it helps grow
your community” and
“grow as a person”.

Moulton is involved in
various clubs at the school
including Community Ser-
vice Club, involved with
National Honor  Soci-
ety, and also helped with
wrapping holiday gifts for
kids during the annual toy
drive. The committee con-
gratulated Moulton on this

announcement.
North Brookfield update
Duff shared an up-

date on a potential tuition

See SCHOOL COMMITTEE
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hosted ‘Space Night

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis exoplanets and their at-
Correspondent mospheres. He has been at
Georgia State since 2022,
HARDWICK - Two where he studies M dwarf
PhD candidates from stars. He is part of the RE-
Georgia State University CON team, where he works

visited the East Quabbin with Dr. Todd Henry.
Land Trust’s office at 120 The presentation started
Ridge Road last Friday to with Shea and Kar explain-
give a presentation about ing the newest technologies
their astronomical re- thatare being used in space
search. observation, including the
Maura Shea and Aman James Webb Space Tele-
Kar each research outer scope. According to their
space, including galaxies, presentation, the JWST
planets, and stars. was launched in 2021 as
Shea grew up in Hard- a direct successor to the

TURLEY STAFF PHOTO

wick, and graduated from
Wellesley College here in
Massachusetts in 2020
with a degree in astrophys-
ics. Her research at Georgia
State centers around active
galactic nuclei, where she
works under Professor
Mike Crenshaw.

Her main research cen-
ters on a cluster of galaxies
called Stephan’s Quintet,
because they have high
rates of interaction with
one another.

Kar’s research centers
around red stars, and he
received his Bachelor of
Science degree from the
University of Wyoming
in 2019, where he studied

Hubble Space Telescope,
which is still sending back
photos to this day.

The JWST though, can
see more than Hubble can,
asit observesin the infrared
light scale, which is not vis-
ible to human eyes without
assistance from technolo-
gy. They said that JWST
can look further back in
time, as when the universe
expands, light starts to get
more red, which is why it
needs to observe in the in-
frared.

In addition, the JWST
can see through space dust
better than Hubble.

Shea and Kar also not-
ed that the JWST is a high

Aman Kar described the construction of the James Webb Space Telecope.

risk, high reward project.
It was launched to a part
of the solar system where
it will not be possible for
NASA scientists to service
it if something were to go
wrong, but is more efficient
than Hubble. The project
cost 10 billion dollars.
They said the JWST is
now sending back photos
of distant dwarf galaxies,
created 400 million years
after the big bang, where
Hubble could not see any
dwarf galaxies. One other
telescope they noted was
the Chandra telescope,
which looks in the X-ray

scale, another scale hu-
mans cannot see. This al-
lows for viewing of super-
novas, they said.

Shea presented many
pictures that the JWST has
sent back so far, including
some Eistein Rings. In the
picture, it shows an ellipti-
cal galaxy surrounded by a
spiral galaxy, with the spi-
ral galaxy appearing more
red in color, signifying the
spiral galaxy is older.

Einstein  Rings are
named after scientist Al-
bert Einstein’s theories
about light bending.

She also presented a pic-

ture of Stephan’s Quintet,
which she is studying for
her PhD. In this cluster of
galaxies, their gravitational
pulls are strong enough to
interact with each other,
and pull them apart, ac-
cording to the presenta-
tion.

In the picture, there is an
area of red, which is a star
forming area with dust.
The areas of blue are stars
not surrounded by dust,
and green areas are hydro-
carbons.

See SPACE NIGHT
PAGE 8

Board had
plowing/
sanding
discussions

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@;turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD
— The Select Board met
on Dec. 23 and heard
from residents from Beach
Drive and White Birch
Drive.

The first discussion was
for Beach Drive for plow-
ing and sanding services.
Several residents on Beach
Drive attended the meeting
and talked about a section
of the road where there is
a homeowner with a chain
in place and a turnaround
that is not accessible for
the plow trucks.

Select Board Chair Ro-
land Sickenberger said
a letter was sent to the
homeowner but still ha-
ven’t heard a response.
Also in attendance was
the Highway Superinten-
dent James Daley, who
described the condition
of the road and the turn-
around is challenging for
the truck.

The Select Board want-
ed to know what the rules
say about plowing private
roads compared to public
roads. According to Daley,
private roads are plowed
simultaneously with public
roads in West Brookfield.

“We’re doing the best
we can,” Daley said. “No
problem plowing it as long
as we plow it safely.”

The residents hope to
come to a solution with
the neighbor. The Select
Board will try to reach out
to the neighbor the resi-
dents were talking about
on Beach Drive.

The board moved on
to White Birch Drive res-
idents’ request for plowing
and sanding. Residents of
White Birch Drive attend-
ed the meeting with one
of them acknowledging
that he used to plow the
road himself with his own
truck. Unfortunately, the
resident said his truck has
worn out and is unable to
plow anymore.

The resident thought it
would be best to contact
the town for assistance.
The road is under a quar-
ter of a mile long and the
resident said there is plen-
ty of room for a truck to
plow.

The Select Board want-
ed to review the bylaws and
see what the revised list of
roads that fall under town
plowing and sanding.

The board believes the
list was revised several
years ago but doesn’t show
a date on when it was re-
vised. Some members be-
lieve the list hasn’t changes
since 1974. Sickenberger
wondered if they do begin
to add on to the list there
may be more added in the
future.

An outside contractor
may have to do be hired

See W BROOKFIELD
PAGE 8
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Staff Report

For the past 15 years, the
Ware Business & Civic Asso-
ciation and Beyond has been
a catalyst for growth, creat-
ing a hub for businesses to
visit and invest in the com-
munity of Ware.

The Ware Business & Civ-
ic Association and Beyond
began in 2011, with a gath-
ering of local business and
civic leaders at the Goodwill
store, located at the corner
of Main and North streets,
currently the site of Hanna’s
on Main restaurant.

“Local businessman,
Joel Harder, organized the
meeting,” said Chris Mur-
phy, WBCA&B Board of
Director and IT officer.
“Joel noted the pessimistic
trend with business in Ware
and thought there would be
strength in numbers.”

Meetings were held, more
people and businesses joined
the group and idea devel-
oped to support the town

From that starting point,
the WB&CA and Beyond
took root in Ware. Over the
next few years, community
and business activities such
as the Holiday Stroll, Shop
Local weekends and the Fall
Fair were held.

“The last year of the Fall
Fair, over 80 businesses and
organizations participated.
The fair included a breakfast
at the Millyard, art show in
the town hall, chili contest
and vendors at Veterans
Park and other events at the
library and Workshop13. We
also hosted a decorating con-
test for area stores. It was a
wonderful event that brought
hundreds to town. One high-
light was Cindi LaBombard
had over 500 people sign in
at the art show,” said Carol
Zins, member of the Fall
Fair committee.

One WB&CA and Be-
yond program that has ex-
celled since its inception in
2014, is the Ware in Bloom
campaign.

“The Flowers in Bloom

- community -

WB&CA and Beyond enters 15th year

TURLEY STAFF PHOTOS

Author Elena Palladino presented her book, “Lost Towns of the Swift River Valley”, to the attendees of a Ware Business
& Civic Association and Beyond workshop held at Workshop13.

Committee began in the ear-
ly years of the WBCA as a
way to support the Main
Street Improvement Project.
Funded by local businesses
and powered by hands-on
volunteers who even helped
water the flower baskets
themselves, the initiative has
always been rooted in com-
munity pride. It’s inspiring to
see it still flourishing today,
with dozens of volunteers
continuing to make down-
town bloom, season after
season,” said Shelley Regin,
Senior Vice President, Mar-
keting, of Country Bank.
Regin served on the original
Ware in Bloom committee.
The Ware in Bloom contin-
ues to today, as Carol Zins
handed off the program to
current leaders, Carol Black-
mer and Janice Ouimette.

WB&CA and Beyond
officially became a not-for-
profit status organization.
Mission statements were cre-
ated, organizational bylaws
set and a formal slate of of-
ficers were elected.

In 2014, the mission state-
ment bent towards Ware’s
revitalization and economic
development.

The WB&CA and Be-
yond has been active over the
years with regional and local

initiatives.

Members of the WB&CA
and Beyond also serve on
the Town of Ware’s Down-
town Economic Develop-
ment Committee, Communi-
ty Development Authority,
the Massachusetts Regional
Railroad Transport Com-
mittee and the Hampshire
County Transportation
Committee.

The goals of the associa-
tion remain rooted in mem-
bership support, networking
and communication.

“Membership has grown
every year, even during the
COVID 19 pandemic,” said
WB&CA and Beyond Pres-
ident Dan Flynn. “We con-
tinue to evolve in some pro-
gram areas, but we never lost
sight of our core mission.
Each month’s meeting of-
fers a quality program, each
event is enjoyable, the mem-
bership fee is inexpensive,
but the benefits far outweigh
the cost.”

For members who have
joined the association, the
membership benefits have
been numerous.

“The networking aspect
alone has been very reward-
ing for myself and my com-
pany,” said Melissa Fales,
president, QVCDC of Ware

Ware Business & Civic Association and Beyond members thanked Parks Department staff with donuts on the town’s
Memorial Day weekend preparations, Pictured left to right, are Dustin Pennington, John Piechota, John Skutnik, Dennis

Ouimette and Chris Murphy

St. Barnabas Anglican Church

18 Park Street (on the Common) Belchertown
Weekly Mass Saturdays 4 p.m.

Rev. Thomas T. Stockton « Rt. Rev. Brian R. Marsh

stbarnabasbelchertown.org

~ All Are Welcome ~

and WB&CA and Beyond
Clerk/Treasurer. “Our As-
sociation growth has been
making a bigger impact
even outside of the Town of
Ware.”

In 2022, the WB&CA and
Beyond altered the approach
to its program.

Monthly program meet-
ings were held every third
Wednesday of the month at
E2E on Main Street. How-
ever, due to membership in-
creases and attendance had
grown to the point where
the meetings had to move
the Cedarbrook Village on
South Street.

“We wanted to have our
members promoted within
and outside the association,”
said Flynn. “We opened up
our monthly programs to
include meeting at our mem-
ber’s locations. Members
could host and get to show-
case the location, product
and such.”

Meetings have been held
at American Athletic Shoe
Company, Quabbin Wire,
Tombstone Trading, Palm-
er Motorsports Park, 13th
World and the newest WB&-
CA and Beyond member,
Align Hypnosis.

At a WBCA&B month-
ly program, each meeting
would begin with a Town
Manager/Administrator re-
port from attending towns.
Currently, the Towns of
Ware, Warren, Hardwick
and Palmer belong to the
WB&CA and Beyond.

“I believe WB&CA and
Beyond provides the town
with a unique opportunity
to share its latest projects,
events, and future economic
development opportunities
within the town,” said Jim
Ferrara, Town Administra-
tor, Town of Warren. “One
of my roles as a Town Ad-
ministrator is to market and
promote the town for future
economic growth and I be-
liecve WB&CA and Beyond
creates a forum for this to
happen.”

“This report from each
town improves communi-
cations about what projects
and growth are moving for-
ward, and what we should be
planning together for future
projects,” said Stuart Beck-
ley, Town Manager, Town
of Ware. “In the Quaboag
region, connection and co-
operation are necessary. The

Ware Business & Civic Association and Beyond members dropped off collected
school supplies to Stanley M. Koziol Elementary School administration

meetings of the WB&CA
and Beyond promote the
sharing of regional knowl-
edge and resources. This in-
formation is very beneficial
for each of us.”

In 2023, discussion was
held to open up the mem-
bership to include businesses
and organizations from con-
tiguous towns.

“The association was be-
ing approached by many
non-Ware businesses,” said
Flynn.

In 2024, the association’s
bylaws were updated to in-
clude members from Palm-
er, Belchertown, Hardwick,
Warren and West Brookfield.

A quarterly evening activ-
ity program was developed.

“We planned evening
events such as bowling, pin-
ball and pickleball. We had
even rented a portable axe
yard and held several axe
throwing events,” said Fly-
nn. “A sponsor assists with
defrayment of the cost of
the facility or rental. Food is
provided. It’s a relaxed, fun
networking outing but with
a twist. A small business or
sole proprietor may not be
able to have an outing like
this for themselves or em-
ployees, so this program is
another member benefit”

In 2023, an special oppor-
tunity opened for the WB&-
CA and Beyond. The local
state senate seat had been
left open as the State Sen-
ator Anne E. Gobi took a
position with the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts
administration and special
election was then scheduled.

“We contacted both of
the candidates on the ballot
to offer a Candidates Forum,
where both would be given
time for an opening state-
ment, each would answer
questions, and then give a
closing statemen,” said Fly-
nn. “The forum was taped
by local community access
channel 15 and the tape was
shared with the other town
channels within the state
senate district. It was a mon-
umental event.”

A second forum was held
in 2024 for the candidates in
the 2024 election.

One of the recent WB&-
CA and Beyond initiatives is
new local business recogni-
tion. “The towns within the
WB&CA and Beyond rep-
resents are fortunate to have
state legislators who are ac-

[ ]
Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry

facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

tive and truly present in their
towns,” said Flynn. “We have
been setting up and having
ceremonial ribbon cuttings
for new businesses. If the
legislators are available, they
or a staffer will attend with
a commendation from the
Massachusetts ~ Statehouse.
The event is then reported in
the local newspaper and pro-
moted on social media,”

The WB&CA and Be-
yond had partnered with the
Three Rivers Chamber of
Commerce on several ribbon
cuttings and support of each
organization’s past events.

“It’s been wonderful to
work with the WB&CA and
Beyond,” said TRCC Pres-
ident, Matt Lemicux. “We
have even had a friendly wa-
ger, President to President,
on the outcome of the an-
nual Ware Palmer football
game rivalry. Losing Presi-
dent had to scoop ice cream
at Rondeau’s Dairy Bar. This
wager created a lot of inter-
est in both of our towns.”

This past summer, the
WB&CA and Beyond and
the TRCC collaborated on a
town townwide school sup-
ply collection to support the
schools in Ware, Palmer and
Monson.

Members of the WB&CA
and Beyond are very active
with the community, sup-
porting Main Street banners
and the Ware Flair to name
a few of the program, Flynn
and Director Dustin Pen-
nington serve on the Town
of Ware Fireworks Commit-
tee.

“When we saw how much
the cost of the fireworks
went up from the 2024 show
to the 2025 show, the com-
mittee was nervous about
raising the money needed.
We approached the WB&-
CA and Beyond. They vol-
unteered to host and support
two celebrity bartender/serv-
er nights. Hanna’s on Main
hosted and members of the
WB&CA and Beyond acted
as bartenders and servers,”
said Pennington. “All tips
collected went to support the
2025 fireworks show. We had
Neil Diamond aka Charlie
Lask of Nat Falk, the first
night, then karaoke the sec-
ond night. We raised enough
funds to cover the huge fee

See WB&CA
AND BEYOND
PAGE 6
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ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
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ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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St. Aloysius Catholic School to
hold annual fund drive

HARDWICK -
St.  Aloysius Catholic
School in Gilbertville has
launched its Annual Fund
Drive with a pledge of
$40,000 in matching funds
from an anonymous bene-
factor.

The fund drive runs
through March 15, 2026.

Last year the fund drive
raised just over $95,000 in-
cluding the match funds.

“To raise that amount
of money was truly a
miracle. Never in the his-
tory of our Annual Fund
Drive or the Scholarship
Drive that preceded it, did
we ever exceed our goal to
that extent,” said Roberta
McQuaid, Finance Man-
ager and Enrollment Co-
ordinator for the school.

The School Board im-
plemented the Annual
Fund Drive in place of the
Scholarship Drive in 2025
to be able to diversify the
use of the money earned,
and thereby keep tuition
affordable for families.

“The cost of nearly
everything it takes to run
a school has increased,
from utilities to insurance,
to books and salaries. It is
no small feat to make ends
meet. We rely so heavily
on those who support our
mission; we couldn’t do
the good work we do if
it weren’t for our donors.
While I hope and pray
we will do well again this
year, big gifts are not a
given, and every donation,
no matter the size, truly
counts,” continued Mc-
Quaid. “Catholic Schools
provide a foundation of
faith for the students we
serve, and their families
benefit too. Our students
work hard academically
and contribute to the lo-
cal community. It’s a well
rounded education, and
when they leave St. Aloy-
sius for high school they
are prepared to meet the
challenges that lie ahead.
It’s a worthwhile goal to
try and keep our tuitions

prices stable so that fami-
lies can continue to afford
a private, Catholic educa-
tion.”

Tuition assistance 1is
also available through the
Roman Catholic Diocese
of Worcester and from
scholarships gifted by pri-
vate foundations.

For more information
about St. Aloysius Catho-
lic School or to make a tax
deductible donation that
will be matched dollar for
dollar to the Annual Fund
please visit www.staloy-
siuscs.com/support/. Do-
nations can also be mailed
to St. Aloysius Catholic
School, P.O. Box 522, Gil-
bertville, MA 01031, not-
ing “Annual Fund” on the
memo line.

An Open House is
planned for Monday, Jan.
26, 2026 from 3-5:30 p.m.
Prospective families are
encouraged to visit the
school.

Town Clerk announces
annual election information

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD - The North
Brookfield Annual Town
Election will be held on
Monday, May 4.

The last day to sub-
mit nomination papers is
Monday, March 16, 2026,
at 5 pm.

The following offices
are up for election: Board
of Selectmen — one seat,
three-year term; Board of
Assessors — one seat, three-
year term; Board of Asses-
sors — one seat, two-year
term (to fill a vacancy);
Board of Assessors — one
seat, one-year term (to fill
a vacancy); School Com-
mittee — two seats, three-
year terms; School Com-
mittee — one seat, one-year
term (to fill a vacancy);

Water Commissioner —
one secat, three-year term;
Water Commissioner —

one seat, two-year term

(to fill a vacancy); Board
of Health — one seat,
three-year term; Ceme-
tery Commissioner — one
seat, three-year term; Li-
brary Trustees — two seats,
three-year terms; Planning
Board — one seat, five-year
term; Planning Board —
one seat, four-year term
(to fill a vacancy); Hous-
ing Authority — one seat,
five-year term; and South-
ern Worcester County Re-
gional Vocational School
District (Bay Path) — one
seat, three-year term.

It is strongly encour-
aged that anyone interest-
ed in serving to become
familiar with the work and

responsibilities of these
boards, committees, and
commissions.

Nomination papers are
available from the Town
Clerk’s Office.

Census, dog licenses and
Recycling Center stickers

NORTH BROOK-
FIELD -The Board of
Health and the Town
Clerk’s Offices are part-
nering this year to mail
the annual census togeth-
er with Recycling Center
and dog license renewal
information in one com-
bined mailing.

This collaboration re-
sults in significant cost
savings for both depart-
ments and, ultimately, for
the taxpayers.

These materials will be
mailed at the beginning

of the year. If applicable,
you may return multiple
items in the same enve-
lope. Multi-family prop-
erties must pay for Recy-
cling Center stickers in
person at the BOH office.
Dog owners may include
their dog license renewal.

Please note that pay-
ments for the Board of
Health fee and the dog
license fee must be sub-
mitted separately. If pay-
ments are combined, they
will be returned.

Free yoga program offered

WARREN - Enjoy a
slower-paced yoga prac-
tice with simple poses that
are easy and work like
magic with Yoga & Med-
itation for Vibrant Health
and Peace of Mind on

Thursday, Jan. 8 from
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Join Phil Milgrom at
The Centered Place for
this free event that is ap-
propriate for ages 14+.
This program will be held
in person at The Centered
Place, 286 Bridge St., or

www,turley.com

online via Zoom.

To register, contact the
Warren Public Library at
413-436-7690 or warren-
publiclibrary@hotmail.
com. The Zoom link will
be provided after registra-
tion.

This program is spon-
sored by the Warren Pub-
lic Library with a grant
from the Warren Cultur-
al Council, a local agen-
cy supported by the MA
Cultural Council, a state
agency.

COLLEGE NEWS

Rachel Myers
named to the
Dean’s List at Bob
Jones University

GREENVILLE,
SC - Rachel Myers, a
sophomore music major
from East Brookfield,
was among over 700 Bob
Jones University stu-
dents named to the fall
2025 Dean’s List.

The Dean’s List rec-
ognizes students who
earn a 3.00-3.74 grade
point average during the
semester.

Tabitha Myers on
President’s List
at Bob Jones
University

GREENVILLE, SC
— Tabitha Myers, a soph-
omore strategic commu-
nication major from East
Brookfield, was among
over 620 Bob Jones Uni-
versity students named
to the fall 2025 Presi-
dent’s List.

The President’s List
recognizes students who
earn a 3.75 or higher
grade point average for
the semester.

Visit us at

WWW.
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Country Bank hosted stuff a cruiser event

TURLEY STAFF PHOTO

Picture from left are Blair Robidoux, Country Bank, AVP, Retail Bank Operations; Officer Jeannine Bonnayer, Ware Police
Department; Calia Rich, Olive Davis and Allison Sprankle. Country Bank, located on West Street, recently hosted a stuff-
the-cruiser event to collect toys and donations for local children for the holiday season.

New Braintree Police Log

During the weeks of
Nov. 24-Dec. 15, the Hard-
wick/New Braintree Police
Department responded
to 38 Dbuilding/property
checks, 56 directed/area pa-
trols, 28 radar assignments,
two traffic controls, 10
emergency 911 calls, seven
citizen assists, three assist
other agencies, one identity
theft, one fraud, three com-
plaints, three safety haz-
ards, one disturbance, one
motor vehicle investiga-
tion, eight animal calls and
six motor vehicle stops in
the town of New Braintree.

Monday, Nov. 24
4:06 p.m. Motor Vehi-
cle Stop, Hardwick Road,
Written Warning

Wednesday, Nov. 26

5:27 pm. Complaint,
Hardwick Road, Services
Rendered

5:45 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Memorial Drive, Services
Rendered

Thursday, Nov. 27
9:29 a.m. Safety Hazard,
West Road, Officer Han-
dled

Saturday, Nov. 29
4:40 a.m. Medical Emer-
gency, Scott Road, Trans-
ported to Hospital

Sunday, Nov. 30
9:21 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Bernard Whit-
ney Road, Patient Refusal

Monday, Dec. 1

9:38 a.m. 911 Trespass,
Dennis Whitney Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

10:30 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Memorial Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

1:34 p.m. Identity Theft,
Memorial Drive, Officer
Handled

Tuesday, Dec. 2
4:44 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Barre Cut Off Road, Dis-
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patch Handled 2:20 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Wednesday, Dec. 3 Memorial Drive, Officer
5:19 p.m. Assist Other Handled
Agency, Out of Town, Ser- 2:47 p.m. Medical Emer-
vices Rendered gency, West Brookfield

6:18 pm. 911 Animal
Call, Barre Cut Off Road,
Services Rendered

Road, Services Rendered
7:15 p.m. Disturbance,

Memorial Drive Peace Re-

stored

Tuesday, Dec. 4

12:49 p.m. Complaint, Wednesday, Dec. 10

Memorial Drive, Officer 10:23 a.m. Suspicious
Handled Activity, Unitas Road,
Spoken To

Friday, Dec. 5
9:29 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Ravine Road, Referred to

Thursday, Dec. 11
4:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle

Other Agency Stop, Hardwick Road, Ci-
10:06 a.m. 911 Medical tation Issued
Emergency, Scott Road, 11:35 a.m. Utility Issues,

Dennis Whitney Road, Re-
ferred to Other Agency

11:54 a.m. Complaint,
West Brookfield Road, Re-
port Taken

12:46 pm. 911 Medi-
cal Emergency, Oakham
Road, Transported to Hos-
pital

12:54 p.m. Suspicious
Activity, Gilbertville Road,
Spoken To

3:35 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Pierce Road, Offi-
cer Handled

Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Dec. 6
3:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, = Worcester
Road, Officer Handled
8:27 pm. 911 Animal
Call, Barre Road, Referred
to Other Agency

Monday, Dec. 8

11:03 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, ACO Report, Dis-
patch Handled

11:06 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Memorial Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

11:15 a.m. Assist Citi-
zen, Memorial Drive, Offi-
cer Handled

1:57 p.m. Fraud, West
Brookfield Road, Investi-
gated

Friday, Dec. 12

9:28 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Sibley Road,
Transported to Hospital

1:10 pm. 911 Medical
Emergency, Barre Road,
Transported to Hospital

4 pm. Assist Citizen,
Memorial Drive, Officer
Handled

Tuesday, Dec. 9
9:21 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Memorial Drive, Officer
Handled

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Testing and taking inventory of seed is a good
practice to start the new gardening season off right

v~ &

BACKYARD

By Ellenor Downer

Sora

The Massachusetts
Audubon Society report-
ed a sighting of a sora on
Nauset Beach in Orleans
on Cape Cod between
Dec. 10 and 16.

Soras are small, chub-
by, chicken like birds with
long toes and between
eight to ten inches tall.
There stubby bill distin-
guished them from other
rails in the United States
and Canada, which have
longer bills. They also fre-
quently hold their short
tail cocked up showing
their white patch under
the tail.

Soras are mottled gray
and brown with white-
edged feathers, but the
feature that stands out the
most is their yellow can-
dy-corn bill. Other field
marks include a black
mask. throat patch and
vertical white lines on the
sides. Females tend to be
less brightly colored than
males and have less black
on the face and throat. Ju-
veniles also lack the black
mask.

Soras have a distinct
walk pushing their head
forward with every step
while nervously flicking
the tail upward, exposing
the white under tail feath-
ers. They tend to forage in
dense vegetation, but also
venture into open areas
from time to time. Their
long toes help them walk
on top of floating mats
of vegetation. Soras make
their homes in freshwater
wetlands with emergent
vegetation such as cattails,
sedges and rushes. During
migration and winter, they
also use brackish marshes,
flooded fields and wet pas-
tures.

The Sora makes its pres-
ence known with plaintive
whistles and whinnies ris-
ing from the marshes all
across North America.
Despite its abundance, it
is not often seen: As with
other rails, it spends most
of its time hidden in dense
marshy growth or wet
meadows. Occasionally it
will walk about in full view
at the edge of a pond, de-
lighting any birders, who
happen to be nearby. Al-
though Soras might seem
like weak fliers when seen
fluttering over the marsh,
they regularly migrate
long distances, many go-
ing to South America for
the winter.

Cape Cod bird sightings

Besides the sora, the
following sightings were
reported between Dec.
10 and Dec.16. A west-
ern tanager was found at
Mass Audubon’s Wellfleet
Bay sanctuary. The male
painted bunting contin-
ued at a feeder in Brew-
ster. Other bird sightings
included a clapper rail
and six western willets in

South Chatham, two com-
mon terns in North Cha-
tham, a blue-headed vireo
and a yellow-breasted chat
in South Orleans, a com-
mon yellowthroat and for
northern shovelers in Har-
wich and a short-eared
owl.

Birds seen at Race Point
in Provincetown were a
black guillemot, 200 ra-
zorbills, 13 dovekies, three
common murres, 45 black-
legged kittiwakes, six Ice-
land gulls, a red-necked
grebe and 75 northern
gannets.

Other sightings around
the Cape included two
continuing Eurasian wi-
geon in Yarmouth Port,
two Barrow’s goldeneyes
at Loop Beach in Cotuit, a
great egret at Mass Audu-
bon’s Skunknett River
sanctuary in Barnstable,
a Nashville warbler re-
ported at a house in Yar-
mouth, continuing unsea-
sonably large numbers of
tree swallows in various
places including over 50
in Falmouth, two western
willets in Chatham and an
American golden plover in
North Truro.

Christmas bird count

From Dec. 15 to Jan. 5,
the Christmas Bird Count
will commence in the U.S.,
Canada and 18 other
countries in the Western
Hemisphere.  Countries
are divided into geograph-
ical regions with 35 in
Massachusetts and each
region will pick a single
24-hour period to count
birds. Data from the CBC
can be utilized in many
ways, including to mon-
itor trends in bird popu-
lations, document range
shifts over time and ex-
amine how climate change
may impact the winter dis-
tributions of birds.

CBC data has been
used in hundreds of anal-
yses, peer-reviewed pub-
lications and government
reports over the decades.

Birds likely seen in Mas-
sachusetts are chickadees,
titmice, many species of
woodpeckers,  bluebirds,
Carolina wren and many
raptors. Migrants from
the north include kinglets,
some raptors, snow bun-
ting and some sparrows.
Waterfowl seen mostly
along the coast are dab-
bling and diving ducks.
Irruptive

species that are only
present in some years are
evening grosbeak, red
crossbill,  white-winged
crossbill, redpoll, pine
grosbeak and red-breasted
nuthatch.

Helping birds

People may help birds
by participating in the
Christmas Bird Count. It
is an important source of
data on birds.

People may report a
bird sighting or bird re-
lated experience by call-
ing me at 413-967-3505,
leaving a message at ex-
tension 100, emailing my-
backyard88@aol.com or
edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005.

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TU rleyPuincations

1 dont know about

rest.

I have given my-
self this last week of the
year to continue to take it
easy before I hit the “to
do” list.

One of the big things
I have been procrasti-
nating on at work is tak-
ing inventory of all the
seeds I have left from the
last couple of years. The
box holds a hundred or
so different varieties of
seeds, mostly heirloom,
open-pollinated types.

There is something
refreshing about accom-
plishing this task soon
into the new year; a sea-
sonal habit I’'ve had for
the last four decades give
or take. To me, it means
spring is not far behind.

I begin by organizing
the seeds first by catego-
ry: vegetable, flower or
herb, then alphabetical-
ly. After those piles have
been made, I go back and
decide which packets are
no good or no longer of
use.

No matter how well
they are stored, some
seeds won’t germinate
well past the year in
which they are sold for.
Based on my experience
these include hybrid on-
ions and parsnips. Car-
rots can be iffy.

In the herb category
dill, caraway, parsley, an-
gelica and chives come
to mind. Year old garden
heliotrope, feverfew and
bellflowers can be stub-
born germinators as far
as flowers go.

As a general rule I
keep seed that is less than
three years old, unless the
variety in question is rare.
Even spotty germination
is better than nothing
when it comes to seed
that is hard to find.

You can save yourself
disappointment at plant-
ing time by performing a
simple germination test
on questionable seed.

Place a few seeds in a
moist paper towel. Roll it
up and seal it in a plastic
bag in a warm location.

Instructions in the
seed catalog or on the
packet should tell you
how long it takes for
germination to occur, as
well as inform you of the
initial germination per-
centage. Once the neces-
sary amount of time has
elapsed unroll the paper
towel and determine how
viable your seeds are by
observing the sprouting
that has occurred.

Based on the results
you may decide to sow
the seed more thickly or
just start over with a fresh
batch.

Last year I did my own
version of a germination
test by sowing few seeds
of questionable varieties
in pots, and placing them
on a shelf near my wood
stove. I learned which
seeds were worth the ef-
fort of sowing in the gar-
den and which I needed
to discard and order new.

Although viability de-
creases as seeds age, prop-
er storage can insure that
you will get at least three
years worth of sprouting
out of many of your fa-
vorites. It is important to
fold over used seed pack-
ets and seal them with
tape after use, and if you
are just getting to it now,
it’s better late than never.
Put them in a location
that is cool and dry.

Since temperatures
around 37-41 degrees
are ideal, many people

aAde

*

you, but I have been 1

caught up in spirit

of the holidays. It’s

been fun to indulge

in family time and

try and get caught

up on much-needed by

Roberta Mcluaio

assume that storage in
the refrigerator is pre-
ferred. Itis, aslong

as the seeds are

first placed in an
airtight contain-
er along with a

desiccant to ab-
sorb moisture. Desic-
cants such as silica gel
are available in the floral
section of craft shops, or
you can reuse the pouch-
es of silica that come in
vitamin bottles or shoe
boxes.

If you’d rather not take
up space in your fridge,
storing the container of
seeds in a cabinet in a dry
part of the house will also
work.

Whatever you do,
don’t put them in a hot
attic or damp basement!
It is also not a good idea
to purchase seeds from
stores that have their seed
displays in greenhouses.
Temperature and mois-
ture extremes can affect
viability even if the seeds
are brand new!

Some seed compa-
nies sell their seed in
foil-lined packets. These
are very good at keeping
them fresh for the lon-
gest amount of time —
especially if they are un-
opened.

Now that you have in-
ventoried your seeds, it
will be a whole lot of fun
to order exactly what you
need. That’s what I will
be doing after one more
family game night and
that last Christmas mov-
ie!

Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the
Stockbridge School of
Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held
the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys
growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com  with
“Gardening Question” in
the subject line.

About tax filing status and Medicare
SOCIAL SECURITY

Dear Rusty:

I'm trying to
figure out if I
should change
my IRS filing
status to “Mar-

By Russell Gloor

healthcare pro-
gram, so enroll-
ing in Medicare
provides cover-
age for you only,
not your spouse,

ried — Filing

Jointly” prior to

getting reviewed for my
Medicare Part B and Part
D.

My current IRS sta-
tus is “Married — Filing
Single” and I noticed this
filing status is more strin-
gent. I will be turning 62
this year (2025) and I've
read that Medicare will re-
view my income two years
prior to turning 65. Any
input would be appreciat-

ed.
Signed: Uncertain Se-
nior

Dear Uncertain:

Your IRS tax filing
status has no bearing on
your eligibility for Medi-
care Part B (coverage for
outpatient healthcare ser-
vices) or Medicare Part
D (insurance coverage
for prescription drugs).
Medicare is an individual

your  spouse’s

Medicare eligi-
bility will be individually
evaluated.

What your IRS filing
status may affect is the
amount of your Medi-
care Part B and Part D
premiums. There is a
Medicare provision called
Income-Related Month-
ly Adjustment Amount,

See SOCIAL SECURITY
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Looking back on 2025

The Theatre Guild of North Brookfield performed “Dracula: A Comedy of Terrors”. Dracula, played by Jay Valencourt,
arrived to the Westfeldt household for a party and is greeted by Dr. Westfeldt played by Derek Ingalls, right, and Mina —— - -
STEAM family night took place on March 25 at North Brookfield High School.

Westfeldt, played by Shelley Ingalls.

Valedictorian Dayton Ford is shown holding his diploma alongside his mother, father and grandfather.

Veterans march through downtown North Brookfield to commemorate Memorial Day.

Members of the nonprofit organization, Tyler’s Heart, attended the 5" annual Band Together for Mental Health event held ~ Senior Center Director Courtenay Rivera greeted seniors as they grabbed meals during the outreach event held this past
summer at the North Brookfield Sportsmen’s Club.

at Hardwick Winery.

Bruce Arnold is shown alongside his Infrared Obsessions photography display at the Friends of the North Brookfield Town
House’s Fall Family Fun Fest.

Members of VFW Post 3439 are shown with craftsman Samuel Bonneau, who recently restored an over 150 year old table
linked back to North Brookfield’s Grand Army of the Republic Chapter.

Santa Claus made his way downtown to the Little Park in North Brookfield, where he heard children’s Christmas wishes
and visited with residents.

Volunteers from the North Brookfield Community Food Collaborative distributed 210 turkeys and bags of food to make
Thanksgiving meals.

THE CENTERED PLACE
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. . . Tree Trimming and Removal
Offering both onsite and online classes B T Work - S Grindi
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Town & Country Living Magazine
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GREAT BARRINGTON
— The Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration announced
nearly $33.5 million in feder-
al Community Development
Block Grant awards to sup-
port housing, infrastructure,
social services and economic
development projects in 52
communities across Massa-
chusetts.

At the same time, the ad-
ministration is updating its
Housing Choice Initiative
to launch a new Rural and
Small Town Housing Choice
Community designation, giv-
ing smaller and more rural
communities a clearer path to
state recognition and resourc-
es for pro-housing policies.

Together, these initiatives
reflect the administration’s
commitment to listening
to communities of all sizes
and working alongside local
leaders to deliver the tools,
funding and policy support
they need to expand housing
options and strengthen their
downtowns and neighbor-
hoods.

“From our smallest hill
towns to our Gateway Cities
and regional hubs, we are
listening to local leaders and
making sure they have the re-
sources they need to deliver
for their residents,” said Gov-
ernor Maura Healey. “These
Community  Development
Block Grants will support
housing and economic devel-

opment in cities and towns
across the state, and the new
Rural and Small Town des-
ignation will make sure that
no community is left behind.
Together, these initiatives are
about giving communities the
tools they need to grow their
economies, build more hous-
ing to lower costs, and deliver
the high-quality services their
people deserve.”

“As a former mayor, I
know how powerful it is when
the state not only sends fund-
ing but also recognizes and
supports the local policies
that make new housing possi-
ble,” said Lieutenant Gover-
nor Kim Driscoll. “CDBG is
one of the most flexible tools
that cities and towns have to
respond to local needs. By
pairing those dollars with a
refreshed Housing Choice
program - including a Rural
and Small Town designation
- we are making sure commu-
nities of every size can access
state support, unlock new
housing and strengthen their
downtowns and neighbor-
hoods.”

“Thisyear’s CDBG awards
will fund housing rehabili-
tation, street and sidewalk
upgrades, planning work and
vital social services in doz-
ens of communities,” said
Executive Office of Housing
and Livable Communities
Secretary Ed Augustus. “At
the same time, our new Ru-

- community -
$33.5M awarded for housing, economic development

ral and Small Town Housing
Choice designation recogniz-
es that smaller communities
face different realities but are
just as committed to creating
housing options for their res-
idents. These changes grew
out of hundreds of conver-
sations my team and I have
had with local leaders over
the past three years, and they
will help more communities
qualify for Housing Choice
recognition and grant pro-
grams that support long term
housing and community de-
velopment.”

The federal fiscal 2025
CDBG awards, funded by the
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development and
administered by the Execu-
tive Office of Housing and
Livable Communities, will
help small cities and towns
undertake projects that bene-
fit low- and moderate-income
residents. Eligible municipal-
ities applied individually or
as part of a regional applica-
tion.

This year, HLC is issuing
27 competitive Community
Development Fund awards
totaling $25.7 million, along
with $7.75 million for nine
Mini-Entitlement communi-
ties, for a combined $33.47
million in funding.

Communities will use
CDBG funds for a wide
range of eligible activities,
including housing rehabilita-

tion, sidewalk and road im-
provements, planning studies,
public facility upgrades and
social services such as food
pantries, youth programming
and homelessness prevention.

Awardees include com-
munities on the Cape and
Islands, in the Berkshires, in
Gateway Cities and in rural
Western and Central Mas-
sachusetts, underscoring the
geographic reach and flexibil-
ity of the program.

In addition to these in-
vestments, HLC will launch
a new Rural and Small Town
Housing Choice Commu-
nity designation in the 2026
round. Municipalities with
7,000 or less year-round pop-
ulation or under 500 persons
per square mile qualify as
“Rural and Small Towns.”

The Housing Choice Ini-
tiative, first created in 2018
and updated in 2025, rec-
ognizes municipalities that
are producing housing and
adopting local policies that
support housing  growth,
such as pro-housing zoning,
affordability programs and
streamlined permitting. As
part of the 2026 update, both
the standard Housing Choice
Community designation and
the new RST-HCC designa-
tion will maintain existing
housing production thresh-
olds over the previous five
years while slightly reducing
the number of required “best

practices” in response to
feedback from communities
and regional planning agen-
cies. The updated designation
criteria will make it easier
for both rural and non-rural
communities to qualify for
Housing Choice status and

The Rural and Small Town
Housing Choice Communi-
ty designation requires one
of four housing production
thresholds, with lower best
practice requirements than
larger or more urban com-
munities. For example, rural
and small towns that have
increased their year-round
housing stock by at least 3%
in the past five years would
qualify with 8 best practice
requirements.

Communities that have
grown more slowly can qual-
ify by combining housing
growth with a specified num-
ber of best practices, includ-
ing actions to expand afford-
able housing options. The
lowest rate of housing unit
growth for RST-HCC desig-
nation is 1.5 percent over the
last 5 years and 9 best prac-
tices.

Since the relaunch of
Housing Choice in 2025,
HLC has gathered extensive
feedback from rural and
small municipalities, regional
planning agencies and other
partners. The new RST-HCC
designation and adjusted cri-
teria are a direct response to

that feedback and are expect-
ed to increase the number of
communities able to partici-
pate in Housing Choice from
77 in 2025 to an estimated 90
to 96 communities after the
2026 designation round.

The 2026 Housing Choice
and Rural and Small Town
Housing Choice designation
application round is expect-
ed to open in January 2026,
in time for newly designated
communities to participate in
the Community One Stop for
Growth.

Community Development

Block Grant awards

Community Development
Fund awards: Barre, Fir
Street Improvement Project
and planning for South Barre
slum and blight inventory —
$691,000; East Brookfield,
Planning for ADA self-evalu-
ation and transition plan, fa-
cilities assessment study and
Off-Main infrastructure plan
— $458,000; Palmer, Front,
Park and Kelly Streets Im-
provement Project and social
services — $850,000; Ware,
Cottage Street Infrastructure
Improvement Project, Phase
One, and social services —
$850,000; Warren (joint with
Millbury), Design for senior
center parking and neighbor-
hood infrastructure improve-
ments — $1,050,000.

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
FROM PAGE 1

agreement with the town
of North Brookfield, which
has been on the committee’s
agenda for a while. Duff at-
tended a meeting with the
North Brookfield Super-
intendent, the Special Ed-
ucation Director of North
Brookfield, and the Finance
Director of West Brookfield
to discuss a potential tuition
agreement.

North Brookfield has
collected information from
both Quaboag and Quab-
bin school districts and will
have a vote at their next
committee meeting. As for
this continued discussion,
Duff said they won’t have
any further information on
North Brookfield until April
or May. Therefore, North
Brookfield won’t be includ-
ed in the school budget.

Student engagement
coordinator

The district has hired a
student engagement coor-
dinator through title one
funds. The coordinator is
there to help with guidance
and administration and re-
ports to the building prin-
cipal.

Zoom phone system

The Zoom phone system

was brought up, and Duff
feels the district needs to get
a system that is more com-
plete for the entire school
district. Zoom allows staff
to communicate between
the buildings through only
dialing extensions, rather
than the entire number.

The plan is to get this
done for the next school
year, but the problem with
some of the school build-
ings is wiring. Duff wants to
get all three buildings done
at once for this project.

Student assessment
update

The School Committee
reviewed packets detailing
the student assessment up-
date and wondered what the
current requirements are for
passing. The requirements
are set by the Department
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education and are okay
as long as it’s supported by
the legislative body.

PD and parent teacher

conferences

Professional develop-
ment and parent Teacher
conferences have been held,
and one professional devel-
opment was about Univer-
sal Design for Learning.

Duff wanted to share the
success of the fire academy
training that was held as

students practiced search
and rescue. A total of 20
kids were there including
graduates of Quaboag who
are now working as EMTs
and firefighters in the local
towns.

State Sen. Jake Oliveira
came to witness this train-
ing and was impressed and
thought of the idea of the
school presenting this at the
state house.

“This speaks volumes to
the programming we offer,”
Duff said.

The wellness committee
met last month, and Duff
said they’re crafting a poli-
cy that has to be in line with
what’s going on with federal
guidelines.

Duff also announced
that the lighting project was
voted on at the Warren Spe-
cial Town Meeting.

Warren voters voted in
favor of approving $60,000
for the project. The $60,000
is Warren’s portion for the
stadium field lighting and
the tennis court lighting at
Quaboag. Duff reminded
the school committee that
the tennis courts and the
track are not only used by
students, but also by the
public, indicating the im-
portance of the lighting
project being done.

WB&CA AND BEYOND
FROM PAGE 2

increase of the 2025 fire-
works show. Both nights
were a huge success.”

To become a member of
the Ware Business & Civic

Association and Beyond, go
online to http://www.ware-
bca.com/, email warebca@
gmail.com, on Facebook
under Ware Business and
Civic and Beyond, contact
any board of director, or
Flynn at 413-297-5886

Interested business-
es and organizations are
welcomed to attend the
monthly meetings, held
every third Wednesday,
8:30-9:30 a.m. at Cedar-
brook Village, 73 South
St., Ware, MA.

((ERE AU EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we're doing.

Your opinion is something
we always want to hear.

Contact pouimette@turley.com
Quaboag Current, 80 Main St., Ware ¢ 413-967-3505

N BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

many of us feel about the ef-
forts of those working their
own way to make North
Brookfield a better place to
live, and unfortunately it has
taken a heavy toll...we have
lost too many volunteers who
have made an effort to con-
tribute.”

Gilman said the recent is-
sue related to Little Park are
about “more than a memorial
table.”

Gilman said two men he
has “long admired” for their
contributions to the town are
feeling “unappreciated and
disrespected.”

“This is regrettable to say
the least and I'd like to start
the process of correcting that
tonight,” Gilman said.

Gilman said former Se-
lectmen John Tripp was tak-
ing care of Little Park, but
due to health issues, this was
taken over by Brandon Avery,
who is the chair of the Parks
& Recreation Committee.

“It seemed an obvious
choice to place the Little Park
under the purview of said
committee,” Gilman said.

Gilman said the Parks &
Recreation Committee has
communicated well with the
Board of Selectmen, and
worked to improve the town’s
parks with very little funding.

Gilman said Avery and the
committee have faced criti-
cism from citizens about the
care of Little Park.

“When it’s all you hear, it’s
demoralizing,” he said of the
criticism.

Gilman said Avery came
to him regarding concerns
of the chain connecting the
children’s picnic table to the
larger table, posing a tripping
hazard and limiting access to
the handicapped accessible
table.

Gilman said he agreed
with Avery, and the table was
disconnected and stored until
a permanent solution to the
concern could be found.

“At the time, not under-
standing what the table repre-
sented,” Gilman said. “Look-
ing back it’s clear to me that
some of the actions taken
by the parties involved could
have/should have been made
differently.”

After the table was re-
moved from Little Park, the
board received a letter from
Tripp about the table’s sig-
nificance. Gilman said Tripp
could have “better commu-
nicated his concerns” by first
talking with Avery and the
committee.

Gilman said he under-
stands Tripp was hurt by the
removal of the table, and he
also said the Selectmen could
have handled the situation
better by asking more ques-
tions of residents and donors.

“It has become appar-
ent that these folks feel the
park is a memorial park and
should be treated as such,”
he said. “The removal of the
table was taken as a sign of
possible future desecration of
the memory of a lost family
member or a valued commu-
nity member. The board did
not understand this and our
response did not take this
into consideration.”

Gilman said the park is
not officially named or classi-
fied as a memorial park and it
did not have a budget to sup-
port what is expected from
residents.

“Donations are not a sus-
tainable or reliable revenue
source when maintaining a
town property of this nature,”
he said.

Gilman recommended
that Little Park be removed
from the care of the Parks &
Recreation Committee and
go back to being overseen
by the Selectmen; establish a
policy for work done to the
park; ask Tripp if he would
return the table to the park
and affix a memorial plaque
to it; file a list of donors with
the Board of Selectmen; and
work to establish a committee
to provide proper steward-
ship of the park.

“My hope here is to not
only provide an avenue to
make the understanding of
what the Little Park is by all,
thus allowing the steward-
ship and respect due, but to
also attempt to keep it from
becoming another thing that
divides the people of North
Brookfield,” Gilman said. “I
don’t believe that’s what any
of us wants our Little Park
memorializing.”

The board discussed Gil-
man’s recommendations and
invited members of the public
to provide their feedback.

Nancy Waldron of the
Parks & Recreation Commit-
tee said she agreed the care of
the park should be returned
to the Selectmen. She said it
has been challenging for the
committee to care for the
park with limited resources
and volunteers.

Jim Caldwell also agreed
that the park should be under
the care of the Selectmen as
a memorial park. He said it
could be possible to ask land-
scape companies to donate
their services in exchange for

advertising to help care for
the park.

The board voted in favor
of returning the care of Little
Park to the Selectmen, along
with Gilman’s other recom-
mendations.

Tripp said he and his wife,
Mindy, would love to return
the table, and he said he has
ordered memorial plaques
for both of Little Park’s ta-
bles. He also offered to affix
the table to the paver bricks
permanently, so that a chain
is no longer necessary.

Tripp also volunteered to
serve on the committee to
provide stewardship for Lit-
tle Park. The board mem-
bers voted to appoint him to
the committee which will be
named the North Brookfield
Memorial Park Committee.

Resignation

The board read a letter
of resignation received from
Avery for his position on the
Parks & Recreation Com-
mittee, effective Jan. 1. The
board tabled the acceptance
of the letter, to see if Avery
will reconsider his resigna-
tion, given the changes that
just occurred regarding Little
Park.

Spending requests

The board approved
spending requests from the
Fire Department in the
amount of $350 to replace a
door latch for Engine 1; and
$4,500 to inspect and rebuild
several discharge valves and
perform annual preventative
maintenance on Rescue 1.

Petraitis said when Rescue
I’s batteries shorted out, it
had to be removed from the
building due to it being a haz-
ard, and the residual water in
the tank and pump caused
damage in the freezing con-
ditions.

The Dboard approved
spending requests from the
Fire Department in the
amount of $350 to replace a
door latch for Engine 1; and
$4,500 to inspect and rebuild
several discharge valves and
perform annual preventative
maintenance on Rescue 1.

Petraitis said when Rescue
I’s batteries shorted out, it
had to be removed from the
building due to it being a haz-
ard, and the residual water in
the tank and pump caused
damage in the freezing con-
ditions.

The board also approved
spending request from the
Highway Department in the
amount of $5,167.26 to re-
pair the rear-end of the 2006
International; and $2,500 to
replace rear leaf-springs on a
2004 truck.
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Warriors score win over Gougars

WARREN - Prior to the
Christmas holiday, Quaboag
girls basketball faced neigh-
bor rival Tantasqua Region-
al. The Warriors came in to
Quaboag and played excel-
lent defense and came away
with a 43-29 win. Quaboag
fell to a disappointing 0-5 on
the season and next plays on
Wednesday, Jan. 7 at Palmer
High School at 7 p.m. The
Warriors improved to 3-0 on
the season with the win. The
Warriors played a couple of
games during the holiday
break and are back in action
on Friday, Jan. 2 at 3 p.m. at
Fitchburg High School. They
will host Belchertown on
Tuesday, Jan. 6 at 6:30 p.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Sophie Ezzo heads down the court on a breakaway.

Maddie Potvin heads around the perimeter.

Milayna Bousquet takes a shot.

Isabelle Manzaro heads for the hoop.

Ellie Barnes fights to get around a defender.

Maddie Dufresne attempts to secure
the rebound.

Leah Phaneuf takes the jump shot ahead of a
Maya Lewis eyes a shot block.

Panthers suffer loss to Hudson

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Brady Patchen makes a pass.

Aiden Crane winds up to make a
bounce pass

BARRE - On Friday,
Dec. 19, Quabbin Regional
High School boys basketball
was defeated at home against
Hudson High School 62-
45. The loss made it 0-3 on
the season for the Panthers.
Quabbin would follow that
with a defeat against May-
nard High School on Tues-
day, Dec. 23. Quabbin was
scheduled to participate in
the Gardner Holiday Tour-
nament last weekend, with
a matchup against South
Lancaster to open the event.
Coming up, the Panthers will
host Oxford High School on
Friday, Jan. 2 at 2 p.m.

Isaac Patchen starts a run up the
court.

Jacoby Dilling yells out a play.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Hannah Mellor fights to keep the ball.

Pioneers fall to 0-2 with loss

SPRINGFIELD
— On Thursday, Dec.
18, Pathfinder girls
basketball was de-
feated at Bay State
Academy  Charter
43-17. Pathfinder’s
offense struggled in
the defeat, though
Addison Doktor
managed double
digits for the Pio-
neers with 11 points.
Pathfinder will next
travel to Duggan on
Jan. 2 at 7 p.m.

Taylor Allen surveys the offensive
end.

Jake Doty fights to get to the hoop.

Megan Clark fakes a pass.

Ciara Green comes up
with the rebound.

AMHERST - On Mon-
day, Dec. 22, Agawam High
School ice hockey continued
to have a tough time defend-
ing goals against the opposi-
tion in a 5-1 loss against host
Ambherst Regional at Orr

Tough start continues for Brownies

Joshua Feldman goes for the puck during a faceoff.

Rink.
Ambherst,

had a single goal each.

Anthony Barbarini had
Agawam’s lone goal. Amherst
is now 2-2-1 while Agawam

fell to 0-5.

which co-ops
with Pathfinder Tech, got off
to a slower start, but exploded
for four goals in the third pe-
riod to secure the win. Grahm
Arguin had two goals, Ethan
Mooney and Joshau Feldman

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI
Silas Villegas makes a backhand pass.

Goalie Jason Kim tries to control the puck.
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THE COMMONWEALTH sign guides. before the hearing.

OF MASSACHUSETTS A secure right-of-way is nec- In case of inclement weather,
MASSACHUSETTS essary for this project. Acqui- a cancellation announcement
DEPARTMENT OF sitions in fee and permanent or will be posted on the internet

TRANSPORTATION - temporary easements may be at https:/www.mass.gov/orgs/

HIGHWAY DIVISION required. The Commonwealth highway-division/events.

NOTICE OF A DESIGN of Massachusetts is responsible JONATHAN GULLIVER
PUBLIC HEARING for acquiring all needed rights ~HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

Spencer - East Brookfield - in private or public lands. Mass- CARRIE E. LAVALLEE. PE.
Intersection Improvements at  DOT’s policy concerning land CHIEF ENGIl\fEER
Route 9 and Route 49 acquisitions will be presented in 12/26/2025. 01/02/2026
Project File No. 613097 the hearing. ’
A Design Public Hearing will Project inquiries, written state- TOWN OF
be hosted on the MassDOT web-  ments and other exhibits regard- NORTH BROOKFIELD
site below to present the design ing the proposed undertaking MASSACHUSETTS ’
for the proposed project in Spen- may be submitted to Carrie E. PUBLIC FORUM NOTICE

cer - East Brookfield, MA.

WHERE: Town of Spencer,
Town Hall, Great Room

157 Main Street

Spencer MA, 01852

WHEN: Thursday,
January 8, 2026 at 6:30PM

PURPOSE: The purpose of
this hearing is to provide the
public with the opportunity to
become fully acquainted with the
proposed project. All views and
comments submitted in response
to the hearing will be reviewed
and considered to the maximum
extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed
project consists of improvements
along Route 9 and at the inter-
section of Route 9 and Route 49
in the Towns of East Brookfield
and Spencer. The work involves
construction of a cement con-
crete roundabout, improved bike
and pedestrian accommodations,
lighting, and upgrades to pave-
ment, drainage, pavement mark-
ings, and signage. The proposed
pedestrian accommodations
consist of 5-foot wide sidewalks
along Route 9 and a shared use
path at the roundabout. The pro-
posed bicycle accommodations
consist of 5-foot buffered bicycle
lanes along Route 9 and a shared
use path at the roundabout. Pe-
destrian and bicycle accommo-
dations have been provided in
accordance with applicable de-

Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer,
via e-mail to MassDOTProject
Management@dot.state.ma.us
or via US Mail to Suite 7550, 10
Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116,
Attention: Project Management,
Project File No. 613097. State-
ments and exhibits intended for
inclusion in the public hearing
transcript must be emailed or
postmarked no later than ten (10)
business days (14 calendar days)
after the hearing is hosted on the
MassDOT website listed below.
This hearing is accessible to
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language
assistance free of charge upon
request (e.g interpreters in Amer-
ican Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English, live
captioning, videos, assistive lis-
tening devices and alternate ma-
terial formats), as available. For
accommodation or language
assistance, please contact Mass-
DOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil
Rights Officer by phone (857-
368-8580), TTD/TTY at (857)
266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602
or by email (MassDOT.Civil
Rights@dot.state.ma.us).  Re-
quests should be made as soon as
possible and prior to the hearing,
and for more difficult to arrange
services including sign-language,
CART or language translation or
interpretation, requests should be
made at least ten business days

The Town of North Brook-
field hereby gives notice that the
Water & Sewer Departments, in
coordination with the Collector’s
Office, will conduct an informa-
tional session regarding the im-
plementation of a new water and
sewer billing process, scheduled
to commence in February 2026.

The informational session will
be held on Wednesday, January
7, 2026, at 6:00 PM in the North
Brookfield Elementary School
Auditorium, 10 New School
Drive.

The proposed billing process
will combine water and sewer
charges into a single quarterly
bill. The session will include a
presentation explaining the new
billing system, followed by a
question-and-answer period to
address questions and concerns
from water and sewer users.

All water and sewer users are
encouraged to attend.
01/02/2026

W BROOKFIELD
FROM PAGE 1

to plow the road due to
the town’s financial lim-
itations. Though White
Birch Drive seems to meet
all the criteria, the town is
in a hiring and a spending
freeze right now for the rest
of the fiscal year.

“It’s a very bleak finan-
cial situation,” said Select
Board Clerk Brad Merkel.

Adding to another ex-
pense would seem to not be
okay at the moment for the
town. The resident asked
if the board could revis-
it this possibly next year.
The board said they will as
they made motion to not
add White Birch Drive to
a list of private roads to
be plowed by the town; the
motion passed.

MOU for CDL reim-

bursement

The board discussed the
changes made to the mem-
orandum of understanding
for a Commercial Driv-
er’s License certification
reimbursement. This is a
program where a trucking
company pays back all
or part of a CDL train-
ing costs after someone’s
been hired, typically given
in monthly installments
over time, in exchange for
a commitment to work for
them for a set period.

The board was going
over some of the changes
but didn’t feel comfortable
voting on the MOU yet.
The Select Board wants to
run this by town counsel
first and make sure the pro-
cess of drafting this MOU
is done correctly.

Daley said this is for an
operator/mechanic worker

who is determined to learn
and ready to start. He is
qualified to operate other
trucks but is working to
receive a CDL. The board
voted to table the MOU for
the CDL reimbursement
changes until their next
meeting.

Woo Sox Town Take-
over 2026

The town will participate
in the Woo Sox Town Take-
over in 2026. This event
features a series of special
themed nights at Polar
Park where the Worcester
Red Sox celebrate specif-
ic Central Massachusetts
towns.

The Select Board want-
ed to pick dates for next
year and dates that will
work for people. The board
is aiming for dates some-
time in the summer.

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

Varnum & Charbonneau Funeral Homes is seeking
Funeral Attendants and Funeral Assistants
towork independently and with our team on transfers,
calling hours, and funeral services.

Compensation is hourly plus stipend.
Hours are scheduled or per diem
as needed depending on role.

We are looking for friendly,
professional, and compassionate people.

Contact Peter Masuzzo at 508-867-2885 or
pmasuzzo@varnumfh.com

An entity of Milestone Funeral Partners

TURLEY STAFF PHOTOS

Maura Shea, a doctoral student at Georgia State University and Hardwick native, presented a “Space Night” at the
East Quabbin Land Trust last Friday night.

SPACE NIGHT
FROM PAGE 1

In addition to galaxies,
Shea presented star form-
ing regions, including the
Pillars of Creation region.
It is called this because it
resembles a hand and fin-
gers.

Another star forming
region is called Rho Opiu-
chi, and it is the closest star
forming region to Earth,
but is also relatively small,
she said. In addition to
stars forming, they high-
lighted stars dying, includ-
ing the Red Spider nebula.
These happen when giant
red stars die, and it will be
the same thing that hap-

pens when the sun dies.

Another type of star
they presented are called
Wolf-Rayet stars, which
are even more impres-
sive than the Sun, as they
are 20 times the size of
it. Since they are so large
though, they are relative-
ly short lived in terms of
chances to observe it.

Kar talked about some
of the missions that are
happening or in planning,
including a plan to drop
a lander on Titan, one of
Saturn’s moons, to observe
whether there are any life
forms on the moon. He
said there are observed
oceans, lakes, and other

bodies of water, but they
are all made of Iliquid
methane.

Kar said life can form
wherever it sees fit, so re-
searchers want to know if
anything can live in that
liquid methane. He also
said that the JWST has
just seen Neptune’s rings
for the first time in de-
cades, and it is being used
to determine what is in the
atmosphere of a planet.

All of the images fea-
tured in the presentation,
and more, can be found on
the NASA website (https://
science.nasa.gov/mission/
webb/multimedia/imag-
es/).

SOCIAL SECURITY
FROM PAGE 4

which sets the income
thresholds on which your
Medicare premiums are
based and those thresh-
olds are different if you file
your income tax as a single
or as “married/filing joint-
ly.”

The IRMAA thresh-
olds can change annually
and there’s no way to yet
determine what they will
be when you are able to
enroll in Medicare at age
65. They are currently
$106,000 if you file as a
single, and $212,000 if you
file your taxes as “mar-
ried/jointly.” If your “pro-
visional income,” your
combined income from
all sources, exceeds the
threshold for your filing
status, you will pay higher
than standard Medicare
Part B and Part D pre-
miums. If your income is
lower than the threshold,
you will pay only whatev-
er the standard Medicare
Part B premium is for the
year you start Medicare
and there will be no sup-
plemental premium for
your Part D coverage.

For information, the
IRMAA supplements
are progressive that is,
the more you exceed the
threshold by, the higher
your IRMAA premium
supplement will be. To
see the current IRMAA
thresholds and supple-
ments again, these will
likely change when you

are eligible for Medicare
visit www.cms.gov/news-
room/fact-sheets/2025-
medicare-parts-b-premi-
ums-and-deductibles.
You are correct that
your Medicare premium,
when you enroll, will be
determined by your total
income from two years
prior. So, if you plan to
enroll in Medicare at age
65, sometime in 2028, it is
your 2026 income which
will determine your Part
B and Part D premiums,
and that income will be
defined by your 2026 in-
come tax return. Note,
too, that Medicare premi-
ums are reevaluated each
year, based upon your
IRS income tax return
from two years prior.
FYI, there are advan-
tages to filing your income
tax as “married/jointly”
vs. married/filing sepa-
rately and those are best
evaluated by your tax ad-
visor. We are not tax ad-
visors here at the AMAC
Foundation. And while
it’s true that the IRMAA
thresholds are higher
when you file as “mar-
ried/jointly,” it’s also true
that your total income as
a married couple will be
used when determining
your IRMAA premiums
for Medicare. So, once
again, it is probably best
to consult with a qualified
income tax advisor for
guidance on whether it is
best, financially, for you to
change how you file your
income tax in 2026, con-

sidering that you will be
enrolling in Medicare in
2028.

]One final thing: If you
are still working and have
“creditable”  healthcare
coverage from your em-
ployer, “creditable” is a
group plan with at least
20 participants, then you
can delay enrolling in
Medicare until your em-
ployer coverage ends thus
temporarily avoiding the
Medicare premiums. In
other words, if you have
creditable healthcare cov-
erage from an employer,
you don’t have to enroll in
Medicare immediately at
age 65.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of  the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programslsocial-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

NOTICE

ERRORS: FEach adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Call us at 413.283.8393

~snuces [ seavices [ seavices W Ao [ ReAL ESTATE

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

BUY

LOCALLY
Suppont, oun commuyl

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to
Carry permit $140.
Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal,
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting.
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

/

-

\

(413) 687'5552/

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT PARA-EDUCATOR. Submit
resume and letter of intent to: www.
schoolspring.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT 1 PM

A (D B

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

A D IR
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FOR RENT

QUAINT  WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

[ FOR RENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

ADVERTISING

SALES

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

i

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 1" 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 k| 22 | 23 | 2 i
25 sassfice | 26 sasgprce | 27 sasgfrce| 28 B s
29 asgfrce | 30 asgprice | 31 Basgfrce| 32 Basgfres
33 Bgarss | 34 Betaion| 39 Bgsasa| 36 B eaa00
7 i | 38 | 39 g 40 G
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

ags

-
v o

(oROOKFIELD

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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BROOKFIELD - The
Brookfields Lions Club will
host its 37th Annual Ice
Fishing Derby on Saturday,
Jan. 31, 2026, at Quaboag
Pond in Brookfield.

The event remains the
largest single-day ice fish-
ing derby in Massachusetts,
attracting anglers and fam-
ilies from across the region.

A $20 entry ticket qual-
ifies participants for more
than $15,000 in cash prizes,
including the $5,000 Grand
Prize, $5,640 in “every five
minutes” cash drawings,
and $4,375 in fish catego-
ries. Every ticket holder is
automatically entered into
the major cash drawings
whether they choose to fish
or not.

“This derby is one of
the Lions’ most import-

ant fundraisers - a major
undertaking that requires
hundreds of  volunteer
hours and a significant fi-
nancial commitment each
year - and every dollar
raised directly supports the
Brookfields Lions Club’s
charitable work and com-
munity initiatives through-
out the region,” according
to club president Bill Cass.

Derby headquarters will
be located at the Quaboag
Pond boat ramp in Brook-
field. Weigh-ins will take
place from 7 a.m. until the
derby closes at 3:30 p.m.,
with the children’s division
ending at 2 p.m. and youth
prizes awarded at 2:30 p.m.
The $5,000 cash drawing
for all ticket holders will
take place at 4 p.m., and a
complete announcement of

- community -

Brookfields Lions Club announces 37th Annual Ice Fishing Derby

all derby winners will air on
The Valley’s Classic Hits
977 FM and 1250 AM
(WARE Radio) at 5 p.m.

In the event that no safe
ice exists by Thursday, Jan.
29, 2026, the derby itself
will be cancelled, and all
drawings will be held at
the North Brookfield Le-
gion Post 41, located below
Subway in North Brook-
field. No fish prizes will
be awarded, but all tickets
will still be valid for the
five-minute cash drawings
and the $5,000 Grand Prize
drawing.

As is customary for this
derby, there is a “one fish
per category per ticket” rule
that helps ensure broader
distribution of prizes and
encourages a fair, commu-
nity-minded competition.

All qualifying fish must be
caught within the Central
Wildlife District.

Children up to age 12
compete separately using

state minimum lengths,
while young anglers who
meet the adult minimum
lengths may also qualify for
the main leaderboard.
Tickets for the der-
by are available from any
Brookfields Lions Club
member, and at many long-

time partner locations in-
cluding: K&S Bait Shop
(Barre), Central Package
(Brookfield), R&R Sport
Shop (Belchertown), 308
Lakeside Restaurant (East
Brookfield), Fred’s Va-
riety & Package Store
(Fiskdale), Granby Bait
Shop (Granby), Ben’s Bait
(Leicester), Red Ridge Bait
& Tackle (Ludlow), Still
Hart’s (North Brookfield),
Nick’s Sport Shop (Palm-
er), Glenda’s and River
Town Bait Shop (Warren),
Mathieson Bait Shop (West
Brookfield).

Following the derby, all
winners will be posted at
www.brookfieldslionsclub.
org, and at all ticket vendor
locations.

For additional infor-
mation, please contact the

Brookfields Lions Club
at  brookfieldslionsclub@
gmail.com, or visit the
Club’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/Brookfield-
sLionsClub.

As the world’s largest,
youngest and most active
service organization, the
mission of Lions Clubs
International is to empow-
er volunteers to serve their
communities, meet human-
itarian needs, encourage
peace, and promote inter-
national  understanding.
Members of the Brook-
fields Lions Club are ded-
icated to service and sup-
port in the communities
of Brookfield, East Brook-
field, North Brookfield,
West Brookfield and New
Braintree.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

WINTER SALE!

"
TOY GLEARANGCE SALE
SAVE UP TO 70°%!!

OPEN NEW YEAR'S DAY 10AM-3PN
GIANT APPLIANGE REBATES!!

g WHITCO ¢

140 Main St., Spencer
0% FINANCING www.whitcos’ales.com

Open: Mon.-Fri. 9am-10pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10am-7pm

==

MATTRESS SALE!!!
SLEDS, SKATES, TOBOGGANS!!!

508-885-9343

BUYING OR SELLING....
QQST R040 WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

171839 www.PostRoadRealty.com :

NEW LISTING - NEW CONSTRUCTION
$565,000 — 95 TOWN FARM ROAD, WARREN -

This impressive, newly built ranch offers

easy single-level living with modern finish-

es throughout. A welcoming front porch and

two-car garage lead to an open-concept layout

featuring a fully applianced kitchen with granite

countertops, dining area, and spacious living

room ideal for entertaining. A slider opens to a

12x16 composite deck overlooking the backyard. The primary suite includes a full bath
with double sinks and a walk-in closet, plus two additional bedrooms and a second full
bath. A practical mudroom with washer and dryer hookups and ample storage closets
adds everyday functionality. Central air provides added comfort during warmer months.
The walkout basement features high ceilings and offers excellent potential for future
finished space such as an ADU, home office, gym, or additional living area.

Follow us on
Facebook

Cassie Paolucci

774-200-3523 [P

FOUNTAIN

Construction Company _incorporaTeD

e Excavation Complete Site Work ¢ Demo ¢ New Home Construction
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand
e Trucking e Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 « www.fountainandsons.com

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

A WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR =

THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!
LANDSCAPE STONE

White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple ¢ Red
Lt Gray ¢ Dark Gray ® Beige * Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING
Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand
Concrete Sand e Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand ¢ Stone Dust e Silt ¢ Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete © Cold Patch

Homeowner Friendly ¢« No Minimums
>!| PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

L%’ 98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer

bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

Q0000

)
X

508-885-6100
508-885-2480
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Share the Addventure wit

4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation
June 9-12
$899

dventure. fours of Warren JEK

May 24....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .........cccovseunennae $185
July 11.....Provincetown by Fast Ferry..........couunsenennne $220

July 19.....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699
Aug 30.....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise ...........uens from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

[
Country Canine

KENNELS

|
Boarding,
Grooming, Daycare

‘Q J

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

«

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-3511

Accepting New Patients

KELLY & VELAZQUEZ
EYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D,, P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELAZQUEZ, M.D.
DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 589-7308
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12 HOMETOWN
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24 Water St., Palmer
80 Main St., Ware

Subscribe Today!
413.283.8393 * newspapers.turley.com

TurIeyB

Publications, Inc,

508-6317-1577

< BREAKFAST SANDWICHES

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

I 23 Summer Street
j North Brookfield
I MA 01535
1 < COFFEE
I < GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
In-House Fresh Bakery !
All Occasion Cake I« soups
Cupcakes and Cookies I & COOKIES
Every Month Special Treat Box I < MUFFINS
Available For Sale at the Cafe | & PASTRIES
+ Future Events 1
Contact us to plan your |
next private event. |
.

Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

508-637-1577

& Sun. 9am-2pm

NO ENTRANCE FEE

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This
is a 55 and better community. This home
includes a wonderful floor plan with very
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen.
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal
garage you can park under to fend off winter
weather. Asking $288,000. See listing on
MLS # 73433198

REALTY

NO ENTRANCE FEE

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at
37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community.
This home features an open kitchen/living room concept,
perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on
opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a
walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off the
kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck
and yard. There is a monthly HOA fee which includes
water, sewage, rubbish removal, and taxes. All exterior
and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $189,000.
See listing on MLS # 73397436

473 WATERWHEEL Paul Varney Sr.

Real Estate Broker and Owner  paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This
is a 55 and better community. Includes large
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx.
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $139,900.
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

NO ENTRANCE FEE

Call Today!

978-355-4438
978-355-3454




